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l'REFACE. 

m ▼ IE WING the Holy Scriptures as a revelation 
©f the will of God to man, an acquaintance with 
their sacred contents must be infinitely important 
and desirable. Every attempt, therefore, to illus- 
trate them, and to impress their invaluable truths 

. upon the mind and memory, deserves encourage- 
ment. The Bible, it is admitted, contains some 
things, the meaning of v which it is difficult to as- 
certain with precision ; and many others, which are 

, too sublime and mysterious to be comprehended 
by our limited faculties. Yet with those parts of 
the Scriptures, which sire plain and easy to be un- 
derstood, (and which comprise far the greater pro- 
portion,) it is apprehended that most of those who 
have the Bible always at hand, have but a very su* 

. perficial acquaintance. Entire Histories and Com* 
mentaries of the Bible are so voluminous, that but 
few (comparatively) can have access to them, or 
leisure to peruse them ; and shorter works of the 
same description, must necessarily be limited in 
their extent and information. To this last objec- 
tion, the following work is indeed justly liable ; 
yet the author has endeavoured, as far as the li mi- 
lls prescribed would admit, to give a faithful mi 
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correct history of all the most important events, 
$haracters, and circumstances, recorded in the Scrip* 
hires of the Old and New Testaments, with such oc- 
casional inferences and observations, as the sub- 
jects naturally suggested. In prosecuting the work, 
$o obtain the necessary information, recourse has 
constantly been had to various approved autl^rs, 
as well as to the Holy Scriptures ; and although it 
would be presumptuous to suppose it to be free 
from errors, yet it is hoped they will not be found 
numerous, or important. Questions of religious 
controversy have been carefully avoided, in the 
hope, and with the earnest desire, that the work 
may be generally acceptable and useful. The 
catechetical form has been chosen, because, to 
young readers especially, it is often more agreea* 
bl? than a continued narration, and the substance 
more easily retained in the memory. The whole 
is expressed in plain and familiar language, adapt* 
cd to the most ordinary capacities. It is hoped 
it may be a useful and interesting book for family 
instruction, and, it is thought, may be advantac 
geously used in Schools* 
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CHAPTER I. 

Of the Creation. 

Question. W HAT account have we of the 
creation of the world ? 

Answer. The only account which is given 
us of the creation, is that which is contained in 
the first chapter of the first book of Moses, 
called Genesis. 

Q. How long is it now since the creation of 
the world ? 

A. Five thousand eight hundred and eight. 
cen years. 

Q. By whom was the World and the things 
therein created ? 

A. By God. In the beginning, God crea* 
ted the heavens and the earth. Gen. i. 1. 

Q. How long was God employed in this 
work of creation ? 

A. Six days. For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is. Gen. i. 31. Ex. xx. 11. 
Q. What was created on the first day ? 
A. Light. And God said, Let there be light, 
and there was light. And God divided the light 
from the darkness. — And the evening and the 
morning were the first day. Gen, i, 3 and 5. 
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Q. What was made on the second day ? 

A, The firmament of heaven, which was to 
be a division between the waters abovfc and be- 
low it. And God said, Let there be a firma- 
ment in the midst of the waters, and let it di- 
vide the waters from the waters. And God 
made the firmament; and divided the waters 
which were under the firmament, from the wa- 
ters which were above the firmament : and it 
was so. And God called the firmament Hea- 
ven. And the evening and the morning wen? 
the second day. Gen. i. 6, 7 and. 8. ' 

Q. What was the work of the third day ? 

A. Forming the seas and the dry land, and 
separating them from each other, and causing, 
the earth to be fruitful in bringing forth grass, 
herbs, fruits, &c. And God said, Let the wa- 
ters under the heaven be gathered together un- 
to one place, and let the dry land appear : and 
it was so. And God called the dry land Earth, 
and the gathering together of the waters called 
he Seas. — And God said, Let the earth bring 
forth grass, and the herb yielding seed, and the 
fruit-tree yielding fruit, after his kind : and it 
was so. And the evening and the morning 
were the third day. Gen. L 9< — 13. 

Q. What was made on the fourth day ? 

A. The sun, moon, and stars. And God 
said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heaven.— And God made two great lights, the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night : he made the stars also. 
And the evening and the morning were the 
fourth day. Gen. i. 14 — 19. 
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% What was created on the fifth day ? 

A. The fishes of the sea, and the fowls of 
the air. And God said, Let the waters bring 
forth abundantly, the moving creature that hath 
life, and fowl that may fly above the earth, in 
the open firtnament of heaven. And God ere* 
ated great whales, and every living creature 
that moveth, which the waters brought forth 
abundantly after their kind, and every winged 
fowl after his kind, — And God blessed them, 
saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the 
waters in the seas ; and let fowl multiply in 
the earth. And the evening and the morning 
were the fifth day. Gen. i. 20 — 22. 

Q. What was the work of the sixth day ? 

A. On the sixth day, God made the beasts 
of the earth, with all cattle, and insects of ev- 
ery kind, and lastly, man. And God made 
the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle 
after their kind, and every thing that creepeth 
upon the earth after his kind. And God said, 
Let us make man in our image, after our like- 
ness. So God created man in his own image ; 
in the image of God created he him ; male and 
female created he them. And the evening and 
the morning were the sixth day. Gen. i. 25—- 
•27.- c\ 

Q. What did God say of his work of crea- 
tion, after it was finished ? 

A. He pronounced it very goodi And God 
saw every thing that he had made, and behold 
it was very good* Gen* i. 31. 

Q. What is said of the seventh day ? 

A. The heavens and the earth being finish- 
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ed, and all the host pf them, or every thing 
appertaining to them, on the seventh day -God 
rested, or ceased, from all his work which he 
had made. And God blessed the seventh day 
and sanctified it. Gen. ii. 1 — 3. 

Q. What is to be understood by God's bles- 
sing and sanctifying the seventh day ? 

A. That, from the very beginning of the 
world, God appointed the seventh day to be 
observed in memory of the creation ; and his 
setting it apart and consecrating it to that holy 
use, was his blessing and sanctifying it* 

Q. Of what did God make man ? 

A. He made his body out of the dust of the 
ground; but his soul was breathed into him 
by the breath of the Almighty. And the Lord 
God formed, man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and man became a living soul. Gen. ii. 7. 

Q. What are we to understand by man's 
being made in the image and likeness of God? 
In what did this image and likeness consist ? 

A. In the noble powers and faculties of his 
soul ; in his moral rectitude, and in his being 
made to have dominion over the other crea- 
tures. In these images, and particularly in 
his immortal nature, he bore some resem- 
blance to God his Maker. 

Q. What was the name of the first man ? 

A. Adam. 

Q. Where did God place him? 

A.. In the garden of Eden, otherwise called 
the garden of Paradise, situated in the coun- 
try of Eden. Gen, ii, 8, 
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Q. What was he to do there ? 

A. To dress it, and keep it, and to enjoy 
its fruits. Gen. ii. 15,16. 

Q. Was he at liberty to eat of all the fruits 
which were in the garden ? 

A. No ; of the fruit of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and eVil, which was in the midst 
of the garden, he was forbidden to eat, or even 
to touch the tree. Gen. ii. 17 — iii.. 3< 

Q. How was the first woman made ? 

A. As described in the 2d chapter of Gen- 
esis, 21st and 22d verses. And the Lord 
God caused a deep sleep to fell upon Adam, 
and he slept ; and he took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh instead thereof. And the 
rib which the Lord God had taken from man, 
made he a woman. 

Q. What was done with the woman? 

A. She was brought and given to the man ; 
and she became his wife, and an help meet for 
him. Gen. ii. 18, 22. 

Q. Why was she; called Womaa? 

A. Because she was taken put of man. 
Gen. ii. 23. 

Q. What jvas the name of the first woman ? 

A. Eve. ■;-;■ , .. 

Q. Why was this name given her ? 

A. Because, she was the mother of all liv- 
ing. Gen. iii, 20. 

Q. How long did Adam and Eve continue 
in the garden of Paradise ? 

A. How long they continued there, is not 
told us ; but probably only a short time. 

Q s What \y^8 i he cause of their leaving it? 
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A. God drove them out. Gen. iii. 24. 

Q. Why did he drive them out ? . 

A. Because they disobeyed his command 
in eating of the tree of which he forbade them 
to eat. 

Q. How came they to eat of the forbidden 
tree? 

A* The evil spirit, in the form of a serpent, 
beguiled the woman, and she took of the fruit 
of the tree and did eat ; and she gave also un- 
to her husband with her, and he did eat. — 
Gen. iii. 6. 

Q. What was the consequence of their 
breaking the command of God, in eating of 
the forbidden fruit ? 

A. They fell from that state of innocence 
and righteousness in which they were created ; 
lost the favour of God, and became subject to 
pain, disease and death. 

Q. Had they any promise given them of a 
deliverance from this state of sin and misery ? 

A. Yes. In the sentence which the Lord 
God passed upon the serpent, he declared that 
the seed of the woman should bruise the ser- 
pent's head. Gen. iii. 15. • ' 
• Q. Who is here meant by the seed of the 
woman? z 

A. The Son of God, who was afterwards 
born of a woman, and by his merits procured 
salvation for the human race. 

Q. What is to be understood by the coats 
of skins, with which, it is said, the Lord <iod 
clothed Adam and Eve ? 

A, They are supposed to have-'beerf triade 
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•f the skins of beasts, which were slain for 
sacrifice : which religious service is thought 
to have been divinely instituted immediately 
after the fall; thus early typifying the one 
great sacrifice, which in due time should be 
offered for the sins of mankind. 



CHAP. II. 
Of Cain and Mel. 

Q. What was the name of Adam's first son? 

A. Cain. 

Q. What was his occupation ? 

A. He was a tiller of the ground. 

Q. What was the name of Adam's second 
son ? 

A. Abel. 

Q. What was his occupation ? 

A. He was a keeper of sheep. Gen. iv. 2. 

Q. Did Cain and Abel bring any offering 
to the Lord ? 

A. They did. Cain brought of the fruit of 
the ground ; and Abel brought of the firstlings 
of his flock, and of the fat thereof. Gen. iv. 4. 

Q. Did the Lord testify his acceptance of 
these offerings ? 

A. Of one, he did ; but of the other, he did 
not. The Lord had respect unto Abel, and to 
his offering ; but urito Cain, and to his offer- 
ing, he had not respect. Gen. iv. 4, 5. 

Q. Why was not Cain's offering- accepted? 

A. This is not directly told us ; but if, as 
is generally supposed, animal sacrifice had 

B 
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been divinely instituted, Cain must have dis* 
covered a want both of faith and obedience, 
in offering the fruits of the ground. ' 

Q. How did the Lord testify his respect 
for Abel's offering ? 

* A. We arc not told — Perhaps by fire from 
heaven descending and oonsuming the sacri- 
fice, or by some other visible token. 
. Q; When Cain saw that Abel's offering was 
respected, in preference to his, what effect did 
it have upon him ? 

A. He was very wroth, and his counte- 
nance fell. Gen* iv. 5. 

Q. What followed after this ? 

A. God expostulated with Cain, and assur- 
ed him that it was his own fault .that his offer- 
ing was not accepted, as well as his brother's ; — 
that if he did well, the same tokens of divine 
approbation should attend his oblations; but if 
he did not well, or had failed in his duty, still 
sin, (that is, a* it is rendered by learned com- 
mentators, a sin-offering i) Jay at the door— 
probably meaning, that an animal suitable for 
sacrifice, was lying or couching near at hand, 
and might be offered to atone for his error. 

. Q. What effect did these expostulations 
have upon Cain ? 

A. Instead of making him sensible of his 
fault, and producing penitence and amend- 
ment, Cain became violently incensed against 
bis brother. And it came to pass, when they 
were in the field, that Cain rose up against A- 
bel his brother, and slew him. Gen. iv. 8. 

Q. Why did he slay his brother ? 
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A. The Apostle John answers this question, 
and says, that it was because his own workfifr 
were evil, and his brother's righteous. 1 John 
in. 12. 

Q. Did Cain receive any punishment for 
killing his brother ? 

A. Yes; the Lord told him that the blood 
of Abel, whom he had slain, cried for ven- 
geance against him ; and that the earth, which 
had covered his brother's blood, shouW never 
heneeforth yield him a plentiful crop, or a set- 
tied abode ; that lie should be a fugitive arid u 
vagabond in the earth. — And he was driven 
out from the presence of the Lord. Gen, iv. 
lO— 16. 

Q. What became of Cain after this ? 

A. He went and dwelt in the land of Nod, 
on the east of Eden, where his posterity in- 
creased in seven generations, till the time of 
the flood. They were famous for the inven- 
tion of arts, and infamous for their impiety and 
wickedness. 

Q. How old was Cain when he slew his 
brother? 

A. It is supposed he was about 129 'years 
of age. 



CHAP. III. 

An Account of the Descendants of Adam> after the 

Death, of AbeL 

Q. What account have we of the descend* 
ants of Adam, .after the death of Abel ? 
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A. It was not the design of Moses, the in- 
spired penman, to give us a particular account 
of the whole race of mankind, .descended, 
from Adam ; but only of those persons, who 
were most remarkable, and whose history was 
necessary to be known, for the understanding . 
of the succession down to his time. 

In the ISQth year of the life of Adam, his 
son Seth, (who was given instead of Abel,) 
was born. Gen. v. 3. After this, Adam liv- 
ed 800 years, and begat sons and daughters, 
(though the sacred historian makes no men- 
tion of them;) so that the whole of Adam's- 
life was 9S0 years. Seth, when he was 105 
years old, had a son named Enos; Enos, when 
90, had a son named Cainan ; Cainan, when 
70, had -a son named Mahaleel ; Mahaleel, 
when 65, had a son named Jared ; Jared, 
when 162, had a son named Enoch ; Enoch , 
when 65, had it son named Methuselah ; Me- 
thuselah, when 187, had a son named Lamech ; 
Lamech, when 182, had a son named Noah ;, 
and Noah, when he was 500 years old, had 
three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. This 
is the genealogy which Moses gives us of the 
posterity of Adam, in the line of Seth, until 
the time of the deluge. These, however, are 
far from being all his progeny ; for of those 
above mentioned, it is stated, that they had 
other sons and daughters, though neither the 
number of them nor their names are mention- 
ed. See Gen. 5th chapter. 

Q. What account do you give, of the fami- 
ly of Seth ? 
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A. They adhered to the service of God ; 
and as their numbers increased, they met, as 
it is supposed, in larger assemblies, for divine 
worship,, and calling upon the name of the 
Lord* Gen. iv. 2<y. And for their piety they 
were styled the sons (or servants) of God, 
in distinction to the family of Cain, which now 
became profligate and profane, renouncing the* 
service of God, and addicting themselves to 
all manner of impiety and licentiousness 5 
from whence they had the name of the sons 
' and daughters of men. Gen. vi 2; 

Q. Did the family of Seth continue faithful 
in the service of God ? 

A. They did for a time; but by degrees 
they mingled with the family and descendants 
of Cain, and intermarried with them, and 
thereby became corrupted, and, with the ex* 
ception of Noah, universally degenerated, and 
sunk in pollution and guilt, insomuch that it is 
said, all flesh had corrupted their way.— -And 
God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually. Gen. vi. 1. ^In consequence of 

this universal corruption, it is said, that it re- 
pented God; that he had made man. And at 
the same time God declared his purpose of de* 
stroying all flesh by the waters of a flood ; a 
full account of which will be given in a subse- 
quent chapter. . 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of Enoch. 

- « 

Q» At what time was Enoch born 1 

A. About 3382 years before Christ, and 
622 after the creation. And he was the 
seventh generation from Adam. 

Q. Who was the father of Enoch ? 

A, Jared. 

Q. What was the character of Enoch ? 

A. He was remarkably pious — He walked 
with God. Gen. v. 22. 

Q. Had Enoch any children ? 

A. Yes ; he was the father of Methuselah, 
who was the oldest man that ever lived ; and 
he had besides a number of sons and daughters. 

Q. How long was the life of Enoch upoa 
earth? 

A. Three hundred and sixty-five years. 

Q. Did he die at the end of this time ? 

A. No ; he never died like other men. 

Q. What became of him ? 

A- He was translated both body and soul 
alive to heaven. He was not, for God took 
him. Gen. v. 24. 

Q. Is the translation of Enoch mentioned 
in the New Testament ? 

A. Yes; in the Epistle to the Hebrews ; 
ivhere it is said, that by faith Enoch was trans- 
kited, that he should not see death, and was not 
found, because God had translated him ;for be- 
,/hre his translation he had this testimony > that 

he pleased God* Heb. xi. 5. 
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Q. Was Enoch a prophet ? 

A. We have no account that he ever wrote 
any thing. But St. Jude mentions that he 
prophesied of the Lord's coming, to take ven- 
geance on the wicked. Jude, 14, 15. 

Q. Was Enoch the only one that was ever 
translated to heaven, without dying? 

A. No,; the Scriptures mention one moVe. 

Q. What was his name ? 

A. Elijah. 
. Q. What is the account oV his translation? 

A, That he was taken up to heaven in a 
chariot of fire. 2 Kings ii. 11. 

CHAP. V. 
Of the Flood. 

Q. How ohg time was it from the creatioii 
to the flood ? 

A. 1655 years. 

Q. What was the occasion of the flood ? 

A. The wickedness of mankind. Gen. vi. 5. 

Q. Did God make known his intention of 
destroying the world by the waters of a flood? 

A. Yes ; Noah found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord. And God said unto Noah', The 
end of all flesh is come before me, &c. Gen. 
vL 8, 13. 

Q. What was the character of Noah? 
. A. He was a very good and pious man. 
Noah was a just man, and perfect in his gene- 
cation ; and Noah walked with God. Gen. vi, 9. 
. Q. Howlong. was it before the flood can*e> 
that Noah was warned of it ? ....... 
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A. 120 years. 

Q. What was Noah directed to do ? 

A. To make him an ark or vessel. 

Q. Was Noah obedient to the divine direc- 
tion ? 

A, He was. According to all that God 
commanded him, so did he. Gen. vi. 22. . 

Q. Of what was the ark made ? 

A. Of a durable kind of wood called gopher 
wood : some think it was what we call the 
cypress. 

Q. What was the size of the ark ? 

A. Its length was 300 cubits, or 450 feet ; 
its breadth, 50 cubits, or 75 feet; and its height, 
SO cubits, or 45 feet. Gen. vi. 15. 

Q. Did Noah warn the wicked, while the 
ark was preparing ? 

A. It is probable hs did* for St. Peter says, 
he was a preacher of righteousness : and we 
are expressly told, that during this time the 
long-suffering of God waited, that is, to lead 
them to repentance. 1 Peter iii. 20. 

Q. What effect did the admonitions of No- 
ah, and the long-suffering of God, have upon 
the wicked ? 

A. It does not appear that they had any good 
effect, in producing a reformation. Our Sa- 
viour says, they were eating and drinking, mar- 
rying and giving in marriage, until the day 
thatJNoah entered into the ark ; and knew not, 
(they believed not the divine threatening, and 
were unconcerned and unapprehensive,) until: 
the flood came j -and todk them all aSvay. ' Ldke 

XxiY*37 — 39. \ d 'lj !..:.:•../ *•-;/ ]■ /„ ; -'; 
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Q. How many persons were saved in the ark ? 

A> Eight ; namely, Noah and his wife, and. 
his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and 
their wives. 

Q. Were any other creatures preserved in 
the ark ? 

A, Yes ; God commanded Noah to take in- 
to the ark, of every living thing of all fleshy 
both cattle and beasts of the field, birds and 
fowls of the air, and reptiles of all kinds ; of the 
unclean, one pair only, the male and the fe- 
male ; but of the clean, seven, or seven pair. 
He was directed also to provide proper food 
for them all. Gen. vi. 19 — 21, and vii. 2, 3. 

Q. How old was Noah when he entered into 
the ark ? 

A. H^ was in his 600th year. Gen. vii. 11. 

Q. How. was the flood brought upon the 
earth y 

A. By the command of God, the waters htoth 
from the deep beneath, and from the -clouds 
above, rushed together upon it. Gen. vii. 11. 

Q. How long did the rain continue to fall 
upon the earth ? 

A. Forty days and forty nights. 

Q. Did the waters then abate? 

A. No ; they increased upon the earth 150 
days. Gen. vii, 24. 

Q. Did the waters cover every part of the 
earth ? 

A. Yes ; they rose 15 cubits above the tops 
of the highest mountains ; so that man, and all 
the creatures that were on the earth, were de- 
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stroyed, except those only which were in the 
ark* Gen. vii. 21—23. 

Q. When did the waters begin to abate ? 

An At the end of the 150 days. Gen. viir. 3. 

©. What caused them to abate ? 
t A. God caused a wind to pass over the 
earth : the fountains also of the deep, and the 
windows of heaven, were stopped; and the rain 
from heaven was restrained. Gen. viii. 1, 2. 

Q. Where did the ark rest? 
■ A.i On the mountain of Ararat, supposed to 
be in Armenia, a country in Asia. 

[The mountain on which the nrk rested, is said to be in; 
the form of a sugar-loaf, and to be visible 160 or 200 miles 
distant Its top is said to be inaccessible for height, and by 
reason of the snow which continually covers it] 

Q, Did Noah send any of the creatures from 
the ark, before the waters were dried up ? 

A. Yes ; he sent forth a raven, which went 
forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up 
from off the earth. Seven days after this, he 
sent forth a dove ; but she, finding nothing on 
which to rest, returned to the ark, and was 
taken in again. After seven days more, he sent 
her forth again ; and in the evening she return- 
ed with an olive-leaf in her mouth, an em- 
blem of peace, and a token to Noah that the 
waters were much abated. After waiting 
seven days more, he again sent forth the dove; 
but she finding the waters .gone, and the earth 
dry, returned no more. Gen. viii. 7 — 12. 

Q. Jiow long was Noah in the ark ? 

A. About one year, when, at the command 
of God, he and his family and all the creatures 
that were with him went forth from the ark. 
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Q* To what did Noah first apply himself, 
after he left the ark ? 

A. He built an altar, and offered sacrifices 
irnto the Lord. Gen. viii. 20, 

Q. Did God accept Noah and his offering ? 

A. Yes ; it is said the Lord sraelled a sweet 
savour, » 

Q. Have we any promise that the earth 
shall no more be destroyed by the waters of a 
flood? 

A. Yes ; God entered into a covenant with 
Noah and his sons, and with all the creatures 
of the earthy declaring that all flesh should no 
more be destroyed by a general'deluge. Gen* 
ix. 11. 

Q t What is the token cf the covenant ? 

//. The bow in the cloud, commonly called 
the rainbow. Gen. ix. 13. 

Q. How long did Noah live after the flood ? 

A. 350 years, which, added to his former 
age, make 950 years. Gen. ix. 28, 29. 

Q. Was the ark typical of any thing ? 

A. It is thought to have been a type of Je- 
sus Christ, the divineJy appointed Redeemer 
and Saviour of the world ; and also an em- 
blem of the Church, into which, by baptism, 
we are admitted ; and continuing in which, we 
have the promise that we shall be saved from 
the flood of divine vengeance, which will final- 
ly destroy all the ungodly* 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. 

["Too late does wretched man perceive the* approach of 
hit deserved fate ; and in vain does he find out means for his 
preservation. The tops of the hills, the tallest trees, the 
strongest tojvr.ers, the loftiest mountains, can give him no re- 
lief: 'tis but a small reprieve, at most, that they can yield 
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him ; for as the waters swell, and lhe«vaves come roshrag 
on, hUU, trees, towers, mountains, and every little refuge, 
must disappear wkh him. Noah himself cannot help him. 
Though he might now remember his predictions, and so flee 
to him for succour, yet God has shut the door of the ark, and 
it cannot he opened : and so shall it he to every one at the 
last great day, "ho shall not be found in Christ, the only ark 
of our salvation."] 



CHAP. VI. 

Of the Descendants of Noah, in the line of Shem, (from 
whom the Hebrews were descended,) down to 

Abraham. 

Q. What account have we of the posterity 
of Noah, after 'the flood ? 

A. Noah, as was noticed in a former chap- 
ter, had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth; 
who, with their wives, were preserved in the 
ark ; an account of the descendants of whom 
is given in the 10th chapter of Genesis. The 
posterity of Shem, the progenitor of the He- 
brew nation, deserves particular notice. 

Two years after the flood, when Shem was 
100 years old, he had a son named Arphaxad* 
Arphaxad, when 35, had a son named Salah. . 
Salah, when 30, had a son named Eber, (from 
whom his descendants were called Hebrews.) 
Eber, when 34, had a son named Peleg, (about 
which time, the confusion of tongues happen- 
ed at the building of the tower of Babel, and 
the earth was divided among the descendants 
of Noah.) Peleg, when 30, had a son named 
Reu. Reu, when 32, had a son named Serug. 
Serug, when 30, had a son named Nahor. 
Nahor, when 29, had a son named Terahu But 
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of all these persons, it must be remarked, that 
they had several other children, of both sexes, 
though not recorded in history. Terah, when 
70 years old, had three sons, one after another, 
Abram, Nahor,. and Haran. Haran died be- 
fore his father, in his native country of Ur, 
leaving behind him one son, whose name was 
Lot, and two daughters ; whereof the elder, 
that is Milcah, was married to her uncle Na- 
hor, and the younger, whose name was Sarai, 
was married to her uncle Abraham ; whose 
history will be given in the following chapter. 
Gen. xi. 10. 



CHAP. VII, 

Of Mram, afterwards called Abraham. 

Q, Who was the father of Abram ? 

A. Terah. 

Q. At what time was Abram born ? 

A. About 2008 years after the creation. 
.Q. Where did he live ? 

A. The first 70 years of his life, he resided 
in his father's family, in Ur, of the Chaldees. 

Q. In what part of the world was this ? 

A. In Asia. 

Q. What farther account have we of Abram? 

A. That he married a wife, whose name was 
Sarai; and with her and his father's household, 
he, by the command of God, left his native a- 
bode, and removed to a place called Haran, or 
Cbarran. Here, in a short time after, Terah, 
his father, died. And God appearing to him, 

C 
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ordered him to leave his country, and his fa- 
ther's house, and travel to a land to which he 
would direct him, and promised to make him 
a great nation, and that in him all the families 
of the earth should be blessed; Gen. xi. 31, 
and xii. 1—3. 

Q. Was Abram obedient to the command 
of God ? 

A. Yes ; he took with him Sarai* his wife, 
and Lot his nephew, and all their substance, 
and went, by divine direction^ into Canaan r 
pitched his tent in Shechem, where the Lord 
appeared unto him again, and. assured him 
that Canaan should one day be the property of 
his seed. And Abram there erected an altar 
unto the Lord. Gen. xii. 5, 7. 

Q. What farther account have we of A- 
bram? 

A. The history of his whole life", as related 
in .the Scriptures, is remarkable and interest- 
ing; but we shall at present pass over what fol- 
lows, until we come to what is related of him 
in the 17th chapter of Genesis, where we have 
an account of the Lord's appearing to him a- 
gain, — renewing the promise, that he should 
be the father of many nations ; and as a token 
of it, changed his name from Abram to Abra- 
ham. 

Q. What does the name of Abraham sig- 
nify ? 
, A. The father of a multitude. Gen. xvii. 5. 

Q. Had he any children ? 

A. God had promised him a son, Gen. xvii* 
15, 16 ; and he was already the firther of one 
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aamed Ishraael, but this was by a bond wo- 
man, and not the child of promise. 

Q. Did God enter into covenant with Abra- 
ham? 

A. He did. 

Q. Was there any outward a»d visible sign, 
or seal of the covenant ? 

A. There was: God commanded Abraham, 
and all the males of his house, to be circum- 
cised, and all the males afterwards born in his 
house, to be circumcise4 at eight days old. 
Gen. xvii. 10 — 14. 

Q. Did Abraham obey this command? 

A. He did: Gen. xvii. 23. 

Q. How old was Abraham at this time ? 

A. 99 years ; and the next year the prom, 
ised child was born unto him, and he called 
his name Isaac, whom he circumcised at 8 
days old. Gen. xxi. 2 — 5. 

Q. What do we learn farther concerning 
Abraham? 

A. One very remarkable circumstance rela- 
ted of him is, his offering up his son for a 
burnt offering. 

Q. Did God command him to do this ? 

A. Yes ; as we read, Gen. xxii. I, &c. 

Q. How did Abraham proceed ? 

A. After coming to the appointed place, 
(a mountain in the land of Moriah, supposed 
to be the same on which the Son of God was 
afterwards crucified,) he built an altar, and 
laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his 
son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 
Q. Did Isaac make any resistance ? 
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A. We do not learn that he did. 

Q. Did Abraham slav his son ? 

A. No. After he had stretched forth his 
hand and taken the knife, with the full inten- 
tion to do it, the angel of the Lord called to 
him out of heaven, and prevented him, telling 
him not to do it, for that now he had given 
sufficient evidence of his faith and obedience, 

Q. Did Abraham offer any sacrifice on the 
the altar which he had erected ? 

A. He did ; for seeing a ram caught in a 
thicket by his horns, he went and took him, 
and offered him up for a burnt offering in the 
stead of his son. 

Q. Did Abraham give this place any name ? 

A. Yes ; he called it Jehovah-jireh, which . 
signifies, the Lord %vill provide. Gen. xxik 
10—14. 

Q. What followed after this ? 

A. God renewed his promise again to A- 
braham, of a numerous posterity, and that in • 
his seed all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed. Gen. xxii. 16 — 18. 

Q. Had this promise any reference to the 
coming of Christ in the flesh ? 

A. Doubtless it had, and was probably so, 
understood by Abraham ; for our Saviour told 
the Jews, that Abraham rejoiced to see his 
day, and he saw it and was glad. And in what 
is called the song of the blessed Virgin, as re- 
corded by St. Luke, i. 54, 55, it is said, He 
hath holpen his servant Israel in remembrance 
of his mercy, as he spake to our fathers, tp A- 
braham, and his seed for ever, 
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Q. What farther account have we of Abra- 
ham ? 

% A. That he buried his wife Sarah, (who di- 
ed, being 127 years old,) in the cave of the 
field of Machpelah; which he bought for a bu- 
rying- [lace, of the sons of Heth, for 400 shek- 
els of silver.. Gen. xxiii. 1 — 19. 

.Q. Did Abraham take another wife after 
the death of Sarah ? 

A. He did ; and her name was Keturah f 
by whom he had six sons. Gen. xxv. 1, 2. 

Q. How old was Abraham when he died ? 

A. 175 years; and he was buried by his 
two sons Ishmael and Isaac, in the cave of 
Machpelah, with Sarah his former wife. Gen, 
xxv. 7 — 10. 

Abraham is called the father of the Jewish 
ration, and also the father of all true believ- 
ers, who are said to be his children, and b]es* 
sed with him.. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Destruction of Sodom and Gomorralu 

Q. What is the meaning of the words Sod* 
om a*d Gomorrah ? 

A. They, together with Admah, Zeboira 
and Zoar, are names of five cities, situated oa 
a spacious and fertile plain, in the land of Ca- 
naan. 

Q. By whom were they inhabited ? 

A. It is supposed principally by the de- 
scendants of Canaan, the youngest son of 
Ham, Noah's second sx>n, 

C2 
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Q. Were all those cities destroyed ? 

A. All but the one called Zoar, (formerly 
called Bela. ) 

Q. How were they destroyed ? 

A. By fire and brimstone, which the Lord 
rained down from heaven upon them. 

Q. Why did the Lord destroy those cities ? 

A. On account of the great wickedness of 
their Inhabitants. 

Q. Did the Lord reveal to any one his in- 
tention to destroy those cities ? 

A. Yes; he made it known in the first place 
to Abraham. Gen, xviii. 17. 

Q. Did Abraham intercede with the Lord, 
in behalf of those cities ? 

A. He did ; and argued that surely the 
Lord, the Judge of all the earth, would not 
cause the righteous agd the wicked to meet 
one common fate, and perish together. 

Q, What was the sum of his request ? 

A, That if 50, 40, SO, 20, or even 10 right- 
eous persons should be found among them, 
the Lord, for their sakes, would spare the place. 

Q. Did the Lord grant Abraham's request ? 

A. He promised, that if ten righteous per- 
sons should be found in Sodom, he would 
spare the city for their sake. Gen, xviii. 2$ 
—32. 

Q, Were there not then ten righteous per* 
sons in the city ? 

A, It appears that there were not ; for imme- 
diately after, we have an account of two an- 
gels coming to Sodom, for the purpose of de- 
stroying it. Geo. xix. 1 — 13. 
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Q. Did these angels discover themselves to 
any one ? 

A. Yes ; they appeared in the form of men, 
1 and discovered themselves to Lot, the neph- 
ew of Abraham, who lived in Sodom, and, at 
his earnest request, they came into his house. 

Q. What followed after this ? 

A. The men of Sodom, understanding that 
two strangers had come to Lot's house, 
came round the house in a tumultuous man- 
ner, and demanded of Lot that he should 
bring those men out to them. 

Q. What did thev want of those men ? 
; A. Their intention was to abuse them in a 
most shameful manner. 

Q. Did Lot bring the men out to them ? 

A. No ; he went out himself, and endeav- 
oured to pacify the men of Sodom ; entreat- 
ing them not to do so wickedly ; but they re- 
garded not his entreaties, but were the more 
enraged, and threatened to deal worse with 
Lot, than with the men that were with him ; 
and they came near to break open the door. 

Q. Did they accomplish their purpose ? 

A. No; the two angels (in the form of 
men) put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into 
the house, and shut the door ; and they smote 
the men of Sodom with blindness, so that 
they could not find the door. 

Q. Was Lot a righteous man ? 

•A. The Scriptures in several places speak 
of him as such ; and his conduct, on this oc- 
casion/ shows how much he abhorred the wick- 
ed practiced of the Sodomite?. 
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Q. Did the angels reveal it to Lot, that 
they were coijie to destroy Sodom ? 

A. They did : after tlu.y had pulled him in- 
to the house, thev told him to collect all his 
family, and bring them out of the place ; for 
that, because of the great wickedness of the 
people, the Lord had sent them to destroy the 
place. 

Q. Did Lot obey the direction of the an- 
gels? v 

A. He went to his sons-in-law, who marri- 
ed his daughters, and warned them of the ap- 
proaching destruction of the city, and urged 
them to make their escape. 

Q. How did they receive the message of 
Lot? 

A. They regarded it as an idle tale. " He 
seemed as one that mocked unto his sons-ii> 
law." 

Q. What followed after this ? 

A. It was now" morning; and the angels 
urged Lot to take his wife, and his two daugh- 
ters, who were with him, and to make all pos- 
sible haste, that they might not be consumed ; 
but they, still lingering, the angels laid hold 
of them*, and brought them out of the city, 
and told them to escape for their lives, and not 
even look behind them, nor tarry in the plain, 
but escape to the mountain. 

Q. Did they now follow the direction given 
them ? 

A. At Lot's earnest intercession, the small- 
est of the five cities of the plain, called Zoar, 
was spared, as a refuge to him and his family. 
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Q. Did they all enter into Zoar ? 

A. No ; Lot's wife, in disobedience to th6 
direction of the angels, looked back, and the 
flames of divine vengeance seized upon her, 
and she was turned into a pillar of salt, as a 
monument of God's displeasure for her diso- 
bedience. Gen. xix. 1 — 26. 

Q, Did that pillar, or statue, remain there 
for any length of time ? 

A. How long we know not ; but Josephus, 
the Jewish historian, says, it remained in his 
time, which was near two thousand years af- 
, ter it was formed ; and some say, it remained 
much longer. 

Q. What is the situation of the place, call- 
ed the plain, where the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, &c. formerly stood ? 

A. It is represented in Scripture as being 
entirely barren and desolate ; Deut. xxix. 22; 
Zeph. ii. 9; and some say it is now covered 
with what is called the dead or salt sea. 

Q. Is the destruction of Sodom and Go- 
morrah mentioned in the New Testament ? 

A. It is, in several places, and always as a 
warning to the wicked. Our Saviour s&ys, As it 
was in the days of Lot, they did eat/they drank, 
they bought, they sold, they planted, they 
builded ; but the same day that Lot went out 
of -Sodom, it rained fire and brimestone from 
heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus 
shall it be in the day when the Son of man is 
revealed. And he declares, that it shall be 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah, in 
the day of judgment, than for those who hear 
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and reject his Gospel And St. Peter says, 
the Lord turned the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah into .ashes, making them an ensample 
unto them that after should live Ungodly. 

Q. What are we to learn from the circum- 
stance of Lot's being delivered from the de- 
struction of Sodom ? 

A. We learn that virtue and piety are the 
greatest security from danger ; that they en- 
gage and secure to us, the favour and protec- 
tion of the Almighty, Hence St, Peter, after 
mentioning the deliverance of Lot, says, the 
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation. 2 Pet. ii. 9. 

Q. Are the wicked always punished, and 
the righteous always preserved from evils in 
this world ? 

A. No, thev are not. The wicked some- 
tiroes prosper, whilst the righteous are in great 
adversity. But if the wicked escape in this 
world, they are reserved unto the day of j udg- 
ment to be punished ; and if the righteous suf- 
fer here, yet a glorious reward awaits them 
hereafter. 

Q. In what age of the world were Sodom 
and Gomorrah destroyed ? 

A. About 2206 years after the creation, and 
551 after the flood. 



CHAP. IX. 
Of Isaac and Ishmael, 

Q. Were Isaac, and Ishmael brothers ? 
A. They both were the sons of Abraham, 
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afc mentioned in a former chapter. But Isaac 
was the only son of Sarah, Abraham's wife, 
and he was the child of promise. Gen. xvii- 

Q. How old were Abraham and Sarah, 
when Isaac was born ? 

A. Abraham was an hundred years old, and 
Sarah was in her ninetieth year. Gen. xvii. 
17, and xxi. 5. 

Q. What was the first account of Isaac, af- 
[ ter his birtfi ? 

A. That he was. circumcised at eight days 
old, by his father Abraham, as God had com- 
manded him. Gen. xxi. 4. 

Q, What is the next account of Isaac ? 

A. That he grew, and was weaned, on 
Which occasion, Abraham made a great feast. 
Immediately after this, we read of Isaac be- 
ing mocked by Ishmael, the son of Hagar; 
upon which, Sarah insisted that Abraham 
should cast out the bond- woman and her son ; 
'for, said she. the son of this bond-woman 
shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 
Gen. xxi. 5 — 10. * 

Q. What further information is given con- 
cerning Isaac ? 

A. The next account of him, is his being 
taken by his father (at the command of God) 
into the land of Mori ah; there, upon a cer- 
tain mountain, to be offered for a burnt offer- 
ing. After coming to the place, (Isaac himself 
having carried the wood,) Abraham built an al- 
tar and laid the wood in order, and bound 
Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upo» 
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the wood ; and having taken the knife in his 
hand, was just about to slay his son, when lo! ) 
an angel interposed for his preservation, and 
the execution was divinely stopped. Having 
offered a ram for a burnt offering, instead of 
Isaac, they arose arid returned to Beer-sheba. 
Gen. xxii. 1 — 19. 

Q. Holv old was Isaac at this time ? 

A. He is supposed to have been about 25 
years of age. 

Q. What do we farther learn concerning 
Isaac ? 

A. When he was 40 years old, he took for 
his wife the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian, 
of Padan-aram, the sister to Laban the Syr- 
ian, whose name was Rebekah. 

Q. Had Isaac any children ? 

A. His wife Rebekah was long barren, on 
which account he entreated the Lord; and 
when he was 60 years old, (20 years after his 
marriage,) his wife bore him two sons at a 
birth, who were named Esau and Jacob, 
(some account of whom will be given hereaf- 
ter.) Gen. xxv. 21 — 26. 

Q. What do we hear of Isaac after this ? 

A. A famine happening in the country, he 
retired to Gerar, with the view to go into E* 
gypt. But the Lord appeared to him, and 
told him not to go down into Egypt ; promised 
him that he would be with him, and give un- 
to his seed all the countries of Canaan, ac* 
cording to the oath which he sware unto his 
father Abraham, and that in his seed all the 
nations of the earth should be blessed. Feair- 
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ing that the Philistines of Gcrar might kill 
him for the sake of his wife, Isaac and Re* 
bekah agreed to pretend, that she was his sis- 
ter. But Abimelech, the king, discovering 
the deception, reproved Isaac for his improp- 
er conduct, and at the same time charged all 
his people to beware of injuring Isaac or Re- 
bekah. Afterwards Isaac removed again, and 
went to Becr-sheba, where the Lord appesir- 
ing unto him, renewed his promise that 
he would be with him and bless . him, and 
multiply his seed. Here Isaac pitched his 
tent and builded an altar, and called upon the 
name of the Lord. Gen. xxvi. 1 — 25. 

Q. What farther do we learn concerning 
Isaac ? 

A. When he had become old, and his eyes 
dim, so that he could not see ; supposing his 
death to be at hand, he desired Esau, his first 
born and favourite son, to take his weapons 
and go to the field and take some venison, and 
make savoury meat for him, that he might eat 
and give him his blessing before he died. — 
Rebekah, overhearing this conversation, and 
anxious that Jacob should have his father'^ 
blessing, in preference to Esau, had re- 
course to a very unwarrantable step, in order 
to secure it to him. She directed Jacob to go 
to the fold, and bring her some flesh, of which 
she made savoury meat for Isaac ; and having 
dressed Jacob so as to resemble Esau; she 
caused him to carry the Isame to his father, 
and to pretend that he was Esau. * 

D 
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Q. Did not Isaac discover the deception ? 

A. He suspected, inquired, and hesitated * 
t>ut Jacob constantly asserted that he was his 
first born, his very son Esau. Isaac there- 
fore blessed Jacob with a fruitful land, and 
dominion over all his brethren, Jkc. 

Q. What became of Esau, who wait to 
hunt venison for his father ? 

A. Jacob had scarce gone out from the 
presence of Isaac, when Esau came with his 
venison prepared, and desired his father td a- 
rise and eat, that his soul might bless him. 
Isaac was amazed, and trembled exceedingly. 
But finding he could not recall the first and 
richest blessing, which he had given to Jacpb, 
he, at Esau's bitter cries and earnest entrea- 
ties, blessed him also, though in an inferior de- 
gree. The Apostle, alluding to this transac- 
tion, says, li By faith, Isaac blessed Jacob and 
Esau, concerning things to come." Gen, 
xxvii. 1 — 40. Reb. xi. 20. 

Q. What do we learn concerning Isaac, af- 
ter this ? 

A. But little more is recorded of him in 
Scripture, except his age, death, and burial. 

Q. How old was Isaac when he died ; and 
where was he buried ? 

A. He was 180 years old, and he was buri- 
ed by his sons Esau and Jacob in Hebron, in 
the cave of Machpelah, where Abraham and 
Sarah had before been buried, and where al- 
so Rebekah was buried. Gen. xxxv. 28, 29, 
and xli*. 31. 
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Q. What may we learn concerning Ishmael, 
the son of Abraham by Hagar ? 

A. Tfce account given of him in Scripture, 
is- short, but very important, because the sub- 
sequent history of his descendants so fully 
'cvince-the truth of the divine predictions con- 
cerning him and his posterity. Before Ish- 
tnael's birth, when Hagar fled from the pres- 
ence of her mistress, an angel declared unto 
her, that her seed should be greatly multiplied 
—that she should bsar a son, and call his name 
Ishmael, and that he would be a wild man; 
that his hand would be against every man, and 
every man's hand against him ; and that he 
should dwell in the presence of all his breth- 
ren. Gen. xvi. 7 — 12.. 

Q> What was Abraham's age, when Ish- 
mael was born ? 

A. He was four- score and six years old : 
and when Ishmael was 13 years old, his father 
circumcised him. Gen. xvi. 16, and xvii. 25. 

Q. Was not Abraham tenderly concerned 
for Ishmael ? 

A. He was : for when God promised him 
a son by Sarah, and a numerous posterity, 
Abraham said unto God, " O that Ishmael 
might live before thee !" And the Lord told 
him, that he had heard him for Ishmael also, 
and would make him fruitful, and multiply 
him exceedingly ; that he should beget twelve 
princes, and become a great nation. Gen. 
xvii. 20. 

Q. What is the next account of Ishmael ? 

A. The next account of him, is his being 
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expelled, with his mother, from Abraham's 
family : he is supposed to have been at this 
time about 18 years old. After wandering 
a while in the wilderness of Beer-sheba, suf- 
fering greatly with thirst, and being miracu- 
lously supplied, he and his mother took up 
their residence in the wilderness of Paran, 
and he became an archer. At his mother's 
direction, he took him a wife out of the land 
of Egypt. Gen. xxi. 13 — 21. 

Q. How many children had Ishmael ? 

A. According to the Divine predictions to 
his father and mother, he had twelve sons, viz. 
Nebaioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mibsam, Mishma, 
Dumah, Massa, Hadar, Tema, Jetur, Naph- 
ish and Kidentiih ; these became princes of 
twelve Arabian tribes. He had also a daugh- 
ter named Mahalath, afterwards called Bashe- 
math, who became the wife of Esau. Gen, 
xxviii. 9, and xxxvi. 3. 

Q. In what part of the world did the pos* 
terity of Ishmael settle themselves ? 

A. In Arabia, a large country in Asia. 
They were called Ishmaelites, Hagarenes, A- 
rabs, Saracens, &c. 

Q. What was IshmaePs age when he died f 

A. An hundred and thirty-seven years: 
And he gave up the ghost, and died, and was 
gathered unto his people. And he died in the 
presence of all his brethren, (the sons of Abra- 
ham by Keturah.) Gen. xxv. 12 — 18. 

I shall now close, the history of Ishmael in the 
language of a late writer.* 

* Giiborne. 
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" Concerning Ishmael, GdcI declared that, though he 
should be u wild man, his hand against every man, and 
every man's hand against him ; he should be the father 
of twelve princes and of a great nation, and should 
dwell in the presence of all his brethren. In this case 
—and conformably to the general import of scriptural ' 
prophecies in similar instances — the prediction delivered 
respecting the individual, was designed to be descriptive 
of the characteristic events, which were to distinguish 
the fate of his posterity. Succeeding generations were 
witnesses, as we ourselves are in this our day* of the 
accurate fulfilment of this prophecy, in the lot of the 
Arabians, the descendants pf Ishmaef. The twelve 
tribes of the Arabians are specified in Pagan history. 
Dwelling, like their progenitor, in the deserts ; wild 
men, their hand against every man, and every man's 
hand against them ; engaged in perpetual hostility with 
each other, and with every neighbouring power s they 
have steadily maintained their national independence. 
In vain have the most formidable armies of the great- 
est empires endeavoured to overturn it. They have 
retired, baffled and dismayed ; 6r have perished by the 
sword and - famine in the wilderness. The Egyptians, 
the Assyrians, the Persians, the Macedonians, the Ro- 
mans, the Turks, have successively confirmed, by their 
fruitless efforts, the veracity and omnipotence of God. 
After sustaining the most active enmity of the most 
powerful nations, for three thousand seven hundred 
years, the Arabians still live, unsubdued and fearless., 
in the presence of all their brethren." 



CHAP. X. 

Of Esau and Jacob, the Sons of Isaac. 

. Q. Are these the same persons of whom 
the Apostle speaks*, in the 9th chapter to the 
>Romans ; Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I 
hated ? 

D2 
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A. They arc the same. They were twig 
brothers, children of Isaac and Rebekah ; and 
although some account has been given of 
them in the history of their father, yet a more 
particular and distinct relation of their history 
inay be desirable and useful. 

Q. At what time were they born ? 

A. In the year of the world about 2167, 
jfpid before Christ 1837- 

Q. Was there any thing remarkable attei\d, 
Jng their, birth I 

A. Before they were born, they struggled 
together in the womb* And Rebekah went to 
inquire of the Lord the occasion ; and the Lord 
informed her, that two nations, and two mant 
ner of people, should be separated from her, 
and that the elder should serve the younger* 
At their birth, the elder was red and hairy, and 
was called Esau : the younger took hold of 
jjfts brother's heel, and for that reason was calh 
ed Jacob, the heeler, or suppfanter. When 
they grew up, £sau became a hunter, a man 

pf the .field j and Jacob waa a plain -man, dwel- 
ling in tents, # 

Q. Is it not in$pt|bned in the Hew Testa-, 
inent x that Esau, for a morsel of meat, sold his 
birthright? 

A. It is j the circumstances of which wer§ 
as follow. Jacob had prepared some pottage * 
$nd Esau^ coming from the field, weary aud 
feint* desired some of it To this, Jacob com 
rented, vpon condition that he would sell hin\ 
his birth-right. Esau, to gratify his present 
jippetite^ agreed tft <$o % t a&d co^&nwd th$ 
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bargain with an oath. Thus (says th? sacred 
historian) Esau despised his birthright. Gen. 
*xv. 22-t— 34. Some time after this, Jacob ob- 
tained from his father his principal blessing, 
which Isaac had intended to give to Esau ; as 
has been particularly noticed in the history of 
Isaac. 

Q. What do we hear of Jacob after this ? 

A. To avoid the resentment of his brother 
Esati, who deemed himself defrauded of his 
Tight, Jacpb, at the direction of his parents* de-, 
parted from Beer-sheba to go to Mesopotamia 
or Padanaram, to his uncle Laban. On his- 
way thither, he can^e to a certain place called 
Luz ; and the sut> being set, he laid himself 
down to rest for the -night* with a stone under 
his head for a pillow, ffere he had a remarks 
able dream or vision. In \xi% dream was rep-* 
resented to him a ladder, whose foot stood on 
the earth, and its top reached to heaven i and 
the angels of God ascended aod descended on 
it. Above the top of it stood the Lord God, 
?nd assured him lie was the God of. his fathers 
Abraham and Isaac, and that he would give 
him and his seed the land of Canaan for tfeeir 
inheritance, render them numerous as the sa»d 
by the sea- shore, and make all nations blessed 
in him and his seed. Awaking from his sleep, 
Jacob was struck with a deep and reverential 
impression of the Pivine presence and great- 
ness ; and he exclaimed, " Swely the Lor# is 
in this place, and I knew it not. How dread n 
fill is this place \ This is none other but the 
hGU<£ of God* and t}m is the gate of heave^'* 
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He took the stone which he had for his pillow, 
erected it as a monument, poured oil on the 
top of it, and galled the name of the place 
Beth-el, or the house of God ; and engaged, 
that since God had promised to protect hira* 
and provide for him, and bring him back te 
Canaan, he would serve him, give him the 
tithes of all he acquired, and finally make Beth- 
el a place of solemn worship. Gen, xxviii. 

Q. What might-this vision of the ladder ba 
intended to represent ? 

A. It is thought to represent the mystery of 
providence, and of redemption. First* it might 
be intended to suggest to the mind of Jacob, 
the following important and interesting truths : 
That though God dwells in the highest heav- 
ens, he forgets not the affairs of mortals be- 
low, nor leaves them without his superintend- 
ing care : and that though he ,is able, by him- 
self alone, to govern the whole world, without 
the help of any created beings ; yet he is pleas- 
ed to use the ministry of angels, who fly invis- 
ibly through the air, and are continually pass- 
ing from heaven to earth, to fulfil the pleasure 
of Jehovah ; and from earth to heaven, to re- 
ceive the commands of their eternal Sovereign s 
—That the kind offices pf these spiritual be- 
ings are extended to the most private interests 
of every individual : And finally, that the di- 
vine Providence exercises the most tender care, 
when one's situation is most destitute and af- 
flictive. But this emblematical ladder may al- 
so well be considered as a figure of the Mes- 
siah himself, who is the blessed medium of 
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communication between heaven and earth $ the 
one Mediator between God and man. Hence 
Christ himself said to Nathaniel, " Hereafter 
ye shall see the heavens open, and the angels 
, of God ascending aod descending upon the 
Son of man ;" intimating that he himself was 
that wonderful ladder, which in vision was rep- 
! resented to Jacob. 

Q. What do we learn concerning Jacob af- 
ter this ? 

A. Encouraged by the vision, and the di- 
vine promises made to him, Jacob prosecuted 
his journey, and came to his uncle Laban, who, 
with his family, received him kindly. Jacob 
agreed to serve Laban seven years for Rachel, 
his younger daughter ; and with great cheer- 
fulness he fulfilled his engagement, for the 
great love he bare to lien When the marriage 
night came, as a providential punishment to 
Jacob, (some think,) for deceiving his dim- 
eyed father, Leah, Labaa's elder daughter, was 
conducted to Jacob's bed. The next morning, 
haying discovered the deception, Jacob com- 
plained of his ill usage. His uncle pretended 
that it was contrary to the custom of their 
country to marry the younger daughter first ; 
but told him he might have Rachel too, for 
seven years service more; to which Jacob 
agreed. Gen. xxix. 1-*— 30. * - 

Q. How many children had Jacob? 

A. He. had twelve sons, who were the pro- 
genitors of the twelve tribes of Israel, as they 
were afterwards called, By Leah he had six, 
namely, Reuben, Simeon, Lev], Judah, issa» 
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char, and Zebulon. By Bilhah, Rachel's mak 
he had two, Dan and Naphtali. By Zilpi 
Leah's maid, he had Gad and Ashur ; and bj 
Rachel, Joseph and Benjamin. He had also 
daughter by Leah, named Dinah, Gen, x*xfa 
31, and xxx. 1 — 24. 

Q. What further account is given of Jacob 
A, After stavinor with Laban six vears lotu 
er, making in all twenty ; and God having 
prospered him greatly ; being divinely com* 
manded to return unto his kindred in the lain 
of his fathers ; he, with his wives and children^ 
and servants and flocks, moved towards Ca- > 
naan. On his way, he was encouraged by a 
vision of angels, intimating to him that he wm j 
divinely guarded ; and he called the place Afo- 
hanaim, or the double-camp. Fearing the re- 
mains of Ksau's resentment, lie sent messen- 
gers to inform him of his return, and to sup- 
plicate his favour. Jacob, being informed by 
his messengers that Esau was coming to meet 
him with 400 men, and suspecting his inten- 
tions were murderous, sent off before hiyi a 
large present^ .by which he hoped to appease 
his brother's anger. Meanwhile, Jacob spent 
the night in prayer; and there wrestled a man 
with him, (says the sacred history,) until the 
breaking of the day ; and he touched the hol- 
low of Jacob's thigh, and it shrank, and made 
him always after go halting; to commemorate 
which, his posterity never ate of the similar 
tinew in animals. By earnest supplication to 
the divine person who appeared to him, (in the 
form of a man,) he prevailed, and obtained a 
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Messing on himself and his sec^d ; on which 
occasion his name was changed from Jacob to 
Israel^ because, as a prince, he had wrestled 
with God, and had prevailed. Gen. xxxi. and 
jxxxii. 

! Q- What happened at the meeting of Jacob 
ahd Esau ? 

A. Contrary to Jacob's apprehensions, Esau 
met him with the most tender affection, and 
generously refused his present ; but Jacob 
urged him ; because, said he, I have enough, 
and have had the great happiness to meet thee 
in kindness and love. 'After this, Jacob jour- 
neyed and came to Succoth. Soon after, he 
came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, (called 
Sychem, Actsjvii. 16.) Here he bought a 
piece of ground of Hamor, the father of She- 
chem, for an hundred pieces of money. And 
he erected here an altar, and called it El- 
elohe- Israel, that is, God y the Gcd of Israel. 
Gen. xxxiii. 17 — 20. 

After this, Jacob, by God's direction, came 
to Luz, (that is, Beth-el.) Here also he built 
an altar, and called the place El-bethel : here 
God appeared to him again, and renewed to 
him his former promises. From Beth -el, Ja- 
cob moved toward Hebron, to visit his father 
Isaac. On the way, Rachel died in childbed of 
ber second sen, whom she, in her last agonies, 
called Benoni, the son of my sorrow ; but his 
father called him Benjamin. Gen. xxxv. 

Jacob had not dwelt long in Hebron, when 
he had Joseph carried off frcm him, and 
for upwards of twenty years bewailed his loss, 
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imagining that some wild beast had devoured 
him. A general famine happening, and Ja- 
cob hearing that there was corn in Egypt, 
sent thither his ten elder sons to buy food for 
their subsistence. The famine continuing, he 
sent them a second time, and Benjamin, his 
youngest son, with them. On their return, Ja- 
cob was informed that Joseph Mas still living, 
and was governor over Egypt ; and that he 
had sent for him and his family to come to 
him there. With great joy he left the plain 
of Mamre, ^ear Hebrpn, and proceeded to- 
wards Egypt. At Bfcer-sheba he offered up 
sacrifices to the Lord ; and the Lord encourag- 
ed him to go down into Egypt, assuring him- 
that he would there make of him a great na- 
tion ; that his seed should return again to Ca- 
naan ; and that Joseph should attend him in 
his last moments, and close his eyes. Having" 
come into Egypt with his family, 75 in num- 
ber, Joseph met him with expressions of the 
tendercst affection, whilst Jacob declared his 
readiness to die, since he had seen the face of j 
his long lost son alive. Gen. xxxvii. xlii. xiiii. 
xlv. xlvi. chapters. 

Q. How long did Jacob live in Egypt ? 

A. Seventeen years. In his last sickness, , 
Joseph, with his two sons, Manasseh and E- 
phraim, came to visit him. He blessed Jo- 
seph and his sons, but assured him the seed 
of Ephraim, the younger, should be the most 
numerous and honoured. He told him God 
would surely bring all his posterity back to 
Canaan in due time. After this, he convened 
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his twelve sons, gave them his last benedic* 
tion, and foretold what would befall their fam- 
iles in future ages. He especially commend- 
ed Judah and Joseph ; intimated that Judah 
should be the immediate ancestor of the 
promised Messiah, and that, until the Saviour 
should appear, the descendants of Judah 
should remain in possession of a national hab* 
itation, and an established form of govern- 
ment. After charging his sons to bury him 
in the cave of Machpelah in Canaan, he laid 
himself down on his bed, and died in the 
147th year of his age. After his body was 
embalmed, and a solemn mourning of 70 days 
performed for him in Egypt, his corpse was 
carried to Canaan, and buried as he had di- 
rected. Gen. xlviii. xlix.'and L 

Q. What do we farther learn concerning 
Esau ? 

A. After attending, with his brother Jacob, 
to the funeral solemnities of their father Isaac, 
finding that the country in which they dwelt, 
could not support the vast herds of cattle be- 
longing to both, Esau retired to Mount Seir, 
in the land of Edom or Idumea. He had 
five sons — Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jaalam, and 
Korah. His posterity became very numerous, 
and were called Edomites : they were a peo- 
ple given to ravage and war : they are fre- 
quently spoken of in Scripture, but generally 
with disapprobation. 

E 
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CHAP. XI. 

Of Joseph, Jacob's elder Son by liuchtl. 

Q. Where and when was Joseph born ? 

A. He was born in Mesopotamia, about A, 
M. 2256, and 1748 before Christ. Gen. xxx, 
23,24. 

Q. What is the first account of Joseph, 'after 
his birth? 

A. After his birth, nothing is related of him 
until he arrived at the age of 17 years : we then 
are told that, being with his brethren, and ob- 
serving their improper conduct, he related the 
same to his father ; who, it is said, loved him 
more than all his children ; and he made him a 
coat of many colours. Thus beloved and dis- 
tinguished by his father, his envious brethren 
hated him, and could not speak peaceably to 
him. The two prophetic dreams which he 
had, and which he told to his brethren, greatly 
increased their envy and their hatred against 
him. Not long after this, his brethren having 
gone to feed their father's flock in Shechem ; Is- 
rael sent his son Joseph to them, to inquire of 
their welfare. Not meeting with them in She- 
chem, he carefully asks after them, and at 
length finds them in Dothan. When his 
brethren saw him, even before he came near 
unto them, they conspired against him to slay 
him ; saying one to another, " Behold, this 
dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, let us 
slay him, and cast him into some pit ; and we 
will sav some evil beast hath devoured him ; 
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and we shall see what will become of his 
dreams." 

Q. Did his brethren execute their inhuman 
purpose ? 

A. Not in the way which they first deter- 
mined. Reuben, more merciful than the rest, 
proposed that they should not directly kill him, 
but cast him into a pit in the wilderness*: from 
this he intended to convey him secretly, tha$ 
he might escape to his father. Having strip- 
ped Joseph of his coat of many colours, 
that was on him, they cast him into a dry pit ; 
and then these remorseless wretches sat down 
to eat bread. Gen- xxxvii. 22.* 

Q. Did Joseph make no complaint, or use 
no entreaties with his brethren ? 

A. It appears that he did : for afterwards, 
when they were in trouble in Egypt, they said 
one to another, "We are verily guilty concern- 
ing our brother, in that we saw the anguish of 
liis soul, when he besought us, and we would 
pot- hear." Gen. xlii. 21. 

Q. What happened after this ? 

A. Joseph's brethren, seeing a company of 
Xshmaelites coming from (jilead, with their 
camels bearing spicery, and balm, and myrrh, 
going down to Egypt ; they, at the suggestion 
of Juduh, agreed to sell Joseph to those mer- 
chants. Accordingly they lifted him out of the 
pit, and sold him for twenty pieces of silver. 
His Goat of many colours they dipped in the 
blood of a kid, and carried it to their father, 
and*desired him to determine whether it was 
his son Joseph's or not. Jacob knew the coat, 
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and was overwhelmed with grief for the loss of 
his son, believing him to have been devoured 
by some wild beast. Gen. xxxvii. 25. 

Q. What do we learn concerning Joseph, af- 
ter this ? 

A. The Ishmaclites who carried him dowu 
into Egypt, sold him there to Potiphar, an offi- 
cer of Pharaoh, and captain of his guard. Jo- 
seph's good behaviour soon gained him the es- 
teem and confidence of his master ; insomuch" 
that he made him his steward, and overseer 
over all that he had. While in this. situation 
Joseph's mistress conceived a criminal passion 
for him ; but he constantly resisted her solicit- 
ations ; representing that it would- be the high- 
est ingratitude to his kind master, and the 
most horrid wickedness against God. Un- 
moved by these remonstrances, she, one day, 
(being alone with him in the house,) caught 
hold of his garment, and, with renewed irripor; 
tunity, urged him to comply with her criminal 
request ; but he, forcing himself from her; 
fled off, leaving his garment in her hand. • En- 
raged at this disappointment, she raised an 
outcry ; pretending to her servants, and to her 
husband, when he came home, that Joseph had 
attempted to violate her chastity, and that at 
her outcries he had fled out of the house, leav- 
ing his garment in her hand. Gen. xxxix. 1 — . 
18. 

Q. What happened after this ? 

A. Potiphar, believing his wife's report, was 
highly enraged, and took Joseph and east him 
into prison. Here again, Joseph's prudent be- 
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haviour gained him the favour of the keeper, 
of the prison ; and the other prisoners were en- 
trusted to his care. Among the prisoners at 
this time, were Pharaoh's butler and baker* 
each of whom had a dream, which Joseph in- 
terpreted ; and the event verified the interpre- 
tations. Joseph requested the butler, when re- 
stored to his office, toremember him, and exert 
himself to procure his liberty : but he remem- 
bered him not. Gen. xxxix. 20 — 23, andxl. 
1—23. 

Q. How long did Joseph continue in pris- 
on ? 

A. He had lain in prison about three years ; 
when Pharaoh had two remarkable dreams, 
which gave him great uneasiness ; and having 
called the magicians and wise men of Egypt, 
he found none of them able to interpret his 
dreams. The butler then remembered the 
circumstance of Joseph's interpreting his and 
the buker's dream ; and he mentioned it to 
Pharaoh, who immediately ordered him from 
prison. Joseph, after shaving himself and 
changing his clothes, presented himself before 
' Pharaoh* Scarce had Pharaoh related his two 
dreams, when Joseph told him that they both 
signified the same thing, namely, that there 
should quickly be seven years of great plenty, 
which should be succeeded by as many years 
of terrible famine. He intimated to Pharaoh 
the propriety of appointing some person of skill 
and prudence, to collect and lay up corn dur* 
ing the seven plenteous years, that there might 
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be a reserve of food in the years of famine.— » 
Gen. xli. 1 — 36. 

Q. What effect had this upon Pharaoh ? 

A. Satisfied with the interpretation of his 
dreams, and also with the precaution which 
Joseph suggested, and convinced that he could 
.find no one so discreet and wise as Joseph 
himself ; he accordingly appointed him ruler 
(second only to himself) over all the land of 
Egypt, In token of which, Pharaoh took off 
his ring from his hand, and put it upon Jo- 
seph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of 
fine linen, and put a gold chain about his 
neck ; and he made him to ride in the second 
chariot which he had, and caused all the peo- 
pie to do him obeisance. 

Q. How old was Joseph at this time ? 

A. He was 30 years of age. Gen. xli. 46. 

Q. Did not Pharaoh give Joseph a new 
jiame ? 

A. He did, and called him Zaphnath-paa. 
-neah, which, it is said, in the old Egyptian 
tongue, signified the saviour of the world ; but 
in the Hebrew, might be rendered the reveal- 
er of secrets, Joseph was married to Asenadi, 
daughter of Potipherah, priest, or prince of Or: 
by her he had two sons ; the first he called Ma* 
nasseh, which' signifies forgetting / because* 
said he, God hath made me forget all my toil. 
The second he called Ephraim, that is, fruit- 
ful, because God had caused him to be fruit- 
ful in the land of his affliction. During the 
years of plenty, Joseph laid up in great abun« 
dauce. *' He gathered corn as the sand of the 
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sea, very much, until he left numbering ; fof 
it was without number." Gen. xli. 36 — 52. 

Q. What do we further learn concerning Jo- 
seph ? 

A. The seven years of plenty being ended, 
the neighbouring nat'iQns, who had laid up lit- 
tle or nothing, soon felt the pressure of the fam- 
ine, and came to buy corn in Egypt. Among 
others^ Jacob, from the land of Canaan, sent 
his ten sons, retaining Benjamin, the youngest, 
at home, fearing seme mischief might befall 
him. Joseph recognized his brethren, but 
they knew not him ; and they bowed down 
themselves before him ; and Joseph remem- 
bered the dreams which he dreamed of them ; 
and he made himself strange, and spake rough- 
ly to them, and charged them with being spies ' 
of the country. After inquiring into their fam- 
ily circumstances, and putting them in prison 
for three days, he finally consented that they 
should return with' food to their father, upon 
the condition that Benjamin, their younger 
brother, should v coine with them the next time : 
and as a security for the performance of this 
condition, he kept Simeon a prisoner in Egypt. 
Their sacks being filled with corn, and, by the 
particular directiou of Joseph, every man's 
money put into his sack, they laded their ass- 
es and departed. Coming to their father in 
the lanfl of Canaan, they related to him all that 
had befallen them. On emptying their sacks, 
they found each one's bundle of money in his 
sack, at which both they and their father were 
astonished and afraid. Jacob complained that 
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they had bereaved him of his children, and at 
first utterly refused to let Benjamin go with 
them. " Joseph (says he) is not, and* Sime- 
on is not, and ye will take Benjamin away. — 
All these things are against me." And he 
said, " My son shall npt go down with you ; 
for his brother is dead, and he is left alone : if 
mischief befall him in the way which ye go, 
then shall ye bring down my grey hairs with 
sorrow to the gravte." Gen. xlii. 

Q. Did Jacob finally consent that Benjamin 
should go with his other sons to Egypt? 

A, The famine still continuing, and they 
having eaten up the corn which they had 
brought out of Egypt ; and his sons refusing 
to go again, unless Benjamin should go with 
them, Jacob at length reluctantly consented. 
When they arrived in Egypt, Joseph finding 
his younger brother had come with them, or- 
dered a feast to be prepared for them. When 
they were called into Joseph's house, they were 
greatly afraid, and bowed to him with the. 
greatest reverence. He asked them of the 
welfare of their father, and if Benjamin was 
their younger brother, of whom they had spo- 
ken ; and he said, " God be merciful to thee, 
my son." And Joseph left them, for his bow- 
els yearned upon his brother, and he went a* 
side and wept. Simeon having been released 
from prison, they were all seated at thfc table, 
and, to their great surprise, Joseph placed them 
at the table according to their age ; and to mark 
his peculiar affection for Benjamin, the mess 
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sent to him, was five times as mueh as was 
sent to any of the others. Gen. xliii. . 

Q. What followed after this ? 

A. The next morning, their sacks were fill- 
ed with corn, and Joseph's silver cup was, by 
his order, privately put into Benjamin's sack. 
They had scarce gone out of the city, when 
Joseph sent his steward after them, to upbraid 
them with their ingratitude hi taking away his 
silver cup. Their sacks were immediately 
searched, and the cup was found in Benjamin's. 
Shocked and confounded, they returned to Jo- 
seph, and surrendered themselves to him as 
his slaves. Joseph refused to accept of any of 
them but Benjamin, in whose sack the cup 
had been found.. Judalv earnestly entreated 
that he would receive him instead of Benja- 
min ; representing that his father could not live 
bereaved of his favourite son ; and himself, hav- 
ing become surety for him, could not witness 
the anguish of his father, if they returned 
withdut Benjamin. Overcome with tender 
emotions, and unable any longer to refrain himv 
self, Joseph ordered the Egyptians to go out 
from him, and then, in a flood of tears, told 
his brethren that he was Joseph, their brother, 
whom they had sold into Egypt.. He kindly 
encouraged them, bidding them not to fear, or 
be overmuch grieved, as God had sent him 
thither for their preservation, and had over- 
ruled all things for good. He ordered them to 
go harmoniously home, and bring their father, 
and all they had, down to Egypt, as the famine 
would continue yet five years longer, He al*. 
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so sent waggons with them fortKe conveyance 
of liis father' 3 family. When they came back 
to Canaan, and informed their father that Jo- 
seph was still alive, and told him of his pros- 
perity in Egypt, Jacob fainted, and could 
scarcely believe the report ; but when he saw 
the waggons which Joseph had sent, his spirit 
revived. " And Israel said, It is enough ; Jo- 
seph my son is yet* alive ; I will go and see 
him before I die," Gen. xliv. and xlv. 

Q. How did Joseph meet his father ? 

A. With all possible tenderness and affect 
tion. Hearing that his fother had arrived* 
" Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up 
to meet him at Goshen, and presented himself 
unto him ; and he fell on his neck, and vvept 
on his neck a good while." Shortly after, Jo- 
seph presented his father to Pharaoh, and at 
his direction, placed his father and his breth- 
ren in the land of Goshen. About 17 years 
after this, Jacob died, and Joseph, according to 
his oath, buried him with great solemnity in 
.the cave of Machpelah. After his return frotto 
the interment of his father, Joseph's brethren 
begged that he would forgive them the injury 
they had done him. And Joseph wept, and 
assured them that they should receive from 
him nothing but kindness and affection, since 
God had over-ruled their evil designs for the 
preservation of multitudes of people. When 
Joseph was near his end, he assured his hreth* 
ren that God would bring up their posterity 
; from Egypt ; and he made them swear that 
they would carry his bones to Canaan with 
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Aem* u So Joseph died, being an hundred 
and ten years old ; and they embalmed him, 
and he was put in a coffin in Egypt." Gen. 
xlvi. 29, and xlvii. 1—11, and 1. 

Q. How long was it after Joseph's death, 
before the children of Israel went out of Egypt ? 

A. About 144 years ; at which time, we are 
expressly told, they carried the bones of Jo- 
seph with them ; and in the time of Joshua,, 
they were buried near Shechem, in the very 
spot which Jacob had assigned him. Exod. 
xiii. 19, and Josh. xxiv. 32. 

„Q. Was not Joseph an eminent type of 
Christ? 

A. He has been so considered, and in many 
instances there is a ^striking resemblance be- 
tween them. , Jesus Christ, like Joseph, was a 
" beloved son ; an affectionate brother ; a trus- 
ty servant ; an illuminated prophet ; a resister 
of temptations ; a forgiver of injuries ; an in- 
nocent sufferer ; an exalted prince ; and an 
universal Saviour." 



CHAP. XIL 
Of Moses, and ths Hebrew Nation. 

Q. At what time was Moses born ? 

A. In the year of the world about 2433, 
and 1571 before Christ. 

Q. What was his descent ? 

A. He was of the Hebrew nation, a descend- 
ant of Levi, the third son of Jacob by Leah. 

Q. What were the names of his parents ? 
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A. His father's name was Amram^ and h;s 
mother's name was Jochebed. Ex. vi. 20. 

Q. Where was the place of his birth ? > 

A. In Egypt. 

Q. Who was king of Egypt at that time ? 

A. Pharaoh, (which was a common name of 
the kings of Egypt for a long time.) 

Q. Were the Hebrews, or Israelites, in a 
state of bondage in Egypt, ,at this time ? 

A. They were ; and were grievously afflict- 
ed.* and heavy burdens were laid upon them. 

Q. Were the children of Israel numerous ? 

A. Yes ; they had become very numer- 
ous ; and the more they were afflicted, the 
more they multiplied. . Ex, i. 12. 
~ Q. Was Pharaoh alarmed at this increase ? 

A. He was ; and in order to prevent it, he 
ordered every male infant of the Hebrews to 
be killed, or cast into the river. Ex. i. 16 — 22. 

Q. Was this decree made before the birth 
of Moses ? 

A. It was ; and was then in force. 

Q» How was he preserved ? 

A. He was kept secreted by his parents 
three months ; when, being unable any long- 
er to conceal him, his mother made an ark or 
little boat, of bulrushes, so constructed as to 
admit no water, and put the child into it, and 
then laid it near the bank in the river Nile. 

Q. What happened to him after this ? 

A. He had not lain long in this situation, 
when Pharaoh's daughter, (Thcrmutis,) walk- 
ing by the river side, with her maidens, saw 
the ark among the flags, and sent her maid te 
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fetch it. Upon opening it, she saw the child, 
and it wept. Moved with compassion, she, 
though knowing it to be one of the Hebrew 
children, determined to save it. 

Q. What did she do with the child ? 

A. Miriam, the sister of Moses, (supposed 
to be about 10 or 12 years old,) who had been 
standing at a distance to observe the fate of her 
brother, asked leave of the princess to go and 
call a nurse of the Hebrew women, to nurse 
it for her ; and beipg permitted, she called 
Jochebed, the child's mother. Ex. ii. 2 — 8. 

Q. What farther account is given of Moses ? 

A. That after his mother had nursed him a 
sufficient time, she brought him unto Phara- 
oh's daughter, and he became her son. 

Q. Did she give the child his name ?. 

A. She did; and called him Moses ; which 
signifies ,dra wn out of the Water. 

Q. What did ghe do with him after this ? 

A. She took care to have him instructed in 
all the sciences then known in Egypt. " He 
was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
and was mighty in w s ords and deeds." Acts 
viL22> 

Q. What is the next account of Moses ? 

A. We hear no more of him until he came 
to be 40 years of age, when we are told he 
went to visit his brethren, the Hebrews ; and 
seeing one of them abused and smitten by an 
Egyptian, be slew the Egyptian and hid him 
in the sand. ' And the next day, observing two 
Hebrews at variance, he strove to reconcile 

F 
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them, and begged the faulty person not to hurt 
his brother. But he that did his neighbour 
wrong, thrust him away, saying, Who made 
thee a ruler and a judge over us ? and asked 
him if he intended to kill him, as he killed the 
Egyptian yesterday. Finding that his slaugh- 
ter of the Egyptian was divulged, he fled' inter 
the country of Midian, on the borders of the 
Red Sea. Here he married one of the seven 
daughters of Jethro, the priest of Midian, 
whose name Was Zipporah, and by her he had 
two sons j the first he called Gershom, which 
signifies a stranger, to denote that he was a 
stranger in that place. The other he called 
Eliezer, to denote that God was his help. Ex, 
xviii. 3, 4. 

Q. What was Moses* employment in Mid* 
ian ? 

A. He kept the flock of Jethro, his father- 
in-law. 

Q. How long did he continue in this situa^ 
tion ? 

A. Probably not a great while ; for one day, 
as he led his flock to the back side, of the de- 
sert, and came to Horeb, called the mount of 
God, the Lord appeared to him in a flame of 
fire in a bush, Moses, astonished to see the 
bush burning, without being consumed, went 
near to see the miracle. And the Lord spoke 
to him out of the bush, and bid him put off 
his shoes, as the place was sacred,* on account 
of the divine presence. 

Q. What did God communicate to Moses 
at this tim£ ? 
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A. He told him, that haying seen the afflic- 
tion of his people in Egypt, he now intended 
to deliver them, and bring them into the land 
of Canaan ; and that he was the appointed in- 
strument to effect t;heir deliverance, 

Q. Was Moses willing to enter upon this 
important work ? 

A. No ; he was very reluctant, and endeav- 
oured to excuse himself; but God, by signs 
and promises, at length prevailed upon him to 
accept the commission ; and Aa*on, his broth- 
er, was appointed as an assistant to him* 

Moses, obtaining leave of Jethro, his father- 
in-law, set out to go and visit his brethren ; and 
meeting Aaron, they both went to the He- 
brews, and told them what God had said, and 
was about to do, and showed them signs to con- 
vince them of the'truth of what they repre- 
sented, 

Q. Did the Hebrews believe what was told 
them concerning their deliverance ? 

A. They did, and were glad ; for thus it is 
said, Ex. iv. 31, " And the people believed ; 
and when they heard that the Lord had visited 
the children of Israel, and that he had look- 
ed upon their affliction, then they bowed their 
fields and worshipped." 

Q. What did Moses do next ? 

A. He and his brother Mrent to Pharaoh, and 
in the name of the God of the Hebrews, de- 
manded his allowance for that people to go 
three days journey into the wilderness, to serve 
their God. 

Q, Did Pharaoh accede to this demand ? 
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A, No ; he replied that he neither knew, 
nor would pay any regard to the Hebrew God, 
nor suffer the people to go from his service. 
He also increased their labour and misery, and 
gave "them no hope of relief. 

Q. What did Moses and Aaron do now ? 

A. At God's direction, they went again to 
Pharaoh, and demanded the Hebrews' release. 
To verify their commission, Aaron cast down 
his rod before Pharaoh and his servants, and it 
became a serpent. And the mngicians of E- 
gypt were brought to confront this miracle, 
and they cast down their rods, and they also 
became serpents, (at least in appearance ;) but 
Aaron's rod swallowed up their's, as a mark of 
superior authority and influence. . 

Q. Did this convince Pharaoh ? 

A. No ; his heart being hardened; " he 
hearkened not unto them, as the Lord had 
said.** 

Q. What followed after this ? 

A. Shortly after, the Lord sqiote the Egyp- 
tians with ten plagues, each succeeding one 
more grievous than the former. After which, 
the Israelites were allowed to depart from E* 

gyp*- T 

Q. What was the first plague which was 
brought upon the Egyptians ? 

A. The turning their waters into blood, 
which continued seven days. The Psalmist 
speaking of it, says, " he turned their waters 
into blood, and slew their fish." Exod. vii. 
Psalm cv. 29. 

Q. What ^vas the second plague ? 
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A. That of frogs, which the rivers were 
caused to produce in such quantities, that they 
spread throughout all the land* and came into 
their houses and bed-chambers, and ovens, &c. 

Q. What was the third plague ? ■ 

A. That of lice* The dust of the earth was 
turned into lice, and they were upon man and 
beast, throughout all the land of Egypt* 

Q. What was the fourth plague ? 

A. That of flies ; which came in such 
swarms that they filled" all, the houses of the 
Egyptians. " He spake," says the Psalmist f 
" and there came divers sorts of flies and lice, 
in all their coasts." 

Q. What was the fifth plague ? 

A. A grievous murrain among their cattle 5 
so that all the cattle of Egypt died. 

Q. What was the sixth plague ? 

A. That of boilsj breaking forth upon mat* 
and beast, 

Q. What was the seventh plague ? 

A, That of hail, thunder, and lightning, 
which destroyed the trees and herbs of the 
field, as well as man and beast which were a- 
broad in the field, *' He destroyed their vines,'* 
says the Psalmist, '< with the hail, and their 
sycamore trees with frost ; he gave up their 
cattle also to the hail, and their flocks to the 
hot thunder- bolts* ' % 

Q. What was the eighth plague ? 

A, That of locusts. " He spake, and the 
locusts came, and caterpillars, and thaj witlu 
out number." 

F3 
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J Q. What was the ninth plague ? 
f A. That of darkness. v< Moses stretched 
\ forth his hand toward heaven, and , there was 
a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three 
( days." 

Q. What was the tenth plague ? 

A. The slaying of the first born. " It came 
to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the 
first born in the land of Egypt ; from the first 
born of Pharaoh, that sat on his throne, unto 
the first born of the captive, that was in the 
dungeon, and all the first born of cattle." 

Q. Did the plagues which were brought 
upon the Egyptians, affect the Israelites also ? 

A. No ; they were preserved from them by 
the peculiar providence of God, who thus dis- 
tinguished his own people from the Egyptians, 
their oppressors. 

Q. Did the magicians of Egypt imitate 
these plagues ? 

A. The first two they did ; but the others 
they were not able to imitate, and confessed 
it was the finger of God. Ex, viii. 18> 19. 

Q. .What effect did these plagues have up- 
on Pharaoh ? 

A. While some of them continued, he 
seemed to relent, and to be willing to let the 
people go ; but when they were removed, he 
was as obstinate as ever : but when the first- 
born were slain, Pharaoh's servants urged him 
to give the Hebrews their dismission ; for, said 
they, we be all flead men< 

Q. Is it not said th*t the Lord hardened 
Pharaoh's heart ? * 
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A. It is j but by this we are to understand 
nothing more, than that God left him to the 
hardness of his own heart, and did not see fit, 
by an irresistible influence, to control th$ stub- 
bornness of his temper : hence also it is sev- 
eral times said, that Pharaoh hardened his own 
heart* 

Q. By what means were the first born of 
Egypt slain ? 

A. By destroying angels. In allusion to 
this, the Psalmist says, u He cast upon them 
the fierceness of his anger, wrath, and indig- 
nation, and trouble, by. sending evil angels a- 
mong them, and smote all the first born in 
Egypt ; the chief of their strength in the tab- 
ernacles of Ham." , Ps, lxxviii.49 — 51. 

Q. By what means were the Israelites pre- 
served from this calamity ? 

A. Four days before this, the Passover was 
instituted, in which they were directed, on the 
10th day of the month, to take a lamb accord- 
ing to their houses, a lamb for an' house. 
These they were to keep up until the 14th 
day ; in the evening of which day, they were 
to kill them i and they were directed to take the 
blood of the lamb, and strike it on the two side 
. posts, and on the upper^door post of the hous- 
es wherein they should eat it. Then they 
were to roast the lamb, and eaHt with unleav- 
ened bread and bitter herbs. And they were 
to eat it with their loins girded, their shoes oa 
their feet, and their staff in their hand j and to 
eat it in haste ; for, saith he, it is the Lord's 
Passover, For, saith the Lord, I will pass 
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through the land of Egypt this flight ; and will 
smite all the first born in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast ; and the blood shall be 
to you for a token upon the houses where you 
are ; and when I see the blood, 1 will pass over 
you, and the plague shall not be upon you to 
destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. 

Q. It seems this service was called the 
Lord's Passover ; was it to be observed after- 
wards ? 

A. Yes, they were commanded to keep it 
a feast unto the Lord throughout their genera- 
tions, by an ordinance for ever. And in after 
time, when their children should ask the rea- 
son of this service, they were to tejl them 
that it was the sacrifice of the Lord's passo- 
ver ; who passed over the houses of the chil- 
dren of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the 
Egyptians and delivered their houses. Ex* 

xih 

Q. Had this Passover any farther meaning ? 

A. It was doubtless typical of our blessed 
Saviour, who is called the Lamb of God, and 
our Passover, who was sacrificed for us, and 
by the sprinkling of whose hlood, we are de- 
livered from sin, and from eternal death. 

Q. How long were the Israelites in Egypt? 

A. The sojourning of the children of Israel 
who dwelt in Egypt, is said to be 430 years > 
Ex. xii. 40; which, from the first call of Abra- " 
ham to leave his country a^id his father's 
house, with the promise of the land of Ca- 
naan, to be possessed by his posterity, to the 
departure of the Israelites out of Egypt, ap- 
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pears, according to the most accurate calcula- 
tion, to be 430 years. The residence of the 
Israelites in Egypt, beginning with the time 
when Jacob, with his whole family, removed 
there, until they left it, was 215 years ; about 
100 years of which thev were in severe afflic- 
tion and bondage. 

Q. What was the number of the Israelites 
who left Egypt? 

A. 600,000 persons, besides children, and 
strangers. Ex. xii. 37, 38. 

Q. Did not Moses take up the bones of Jo- 
seph, who died in Egypt, and carry them with 
him ? 

A. He did * because Joseph, before hi* 
death, had foretold that God would surely vis- 
it his brethren, and bring them but of £gypt 
— and he took an oath of them, that they 
should carry his bones with them. Ex. xiii. 19, 

Q. How were the Israelites directed in 
their journey ? 

A. By a miraculous cloud, which in the day 
time screened them from the heat of the sun, 
and in the night gave them light. 

Q. Did Pharaoh pursue the Israelites after 
they had left Egypt ? 

A. He did, with a great army ; and over- 
took them while they were encamping, before 
Pihahiroth, on the borders of the red sea. 

Q. How did the Israelites escape ? 

A. The Lord opened a passage for them, 
through the red sea, so that they went over on 
dry ground $ and the Egyptians, attempting to 
follow them, were overthrown in the midst of 
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the sea, and destroyed. Ex. xiv. 16—28; Heb. 
xi. 29. To celebrate this joyful deliverance, 
Moses, having composed a triumphant hymn, 
wherein" he extols the greatness of God's 
power, and his amazing mercy to his people, 
displayed on this occasion, the whole congre- 
gation sung it, accompanied with timbrels and 
dances. Ex. xv\ 

Q. In what direction did the Israelites 
march, after thev had crossed the red sea ? 

A. They travelled into the wilderness of 
Shur, and thence into the wilderness of Sin. 

Q. How were they supplied with food in 
the wilderness ? 

^ A. God gave them manna from heaven, 
and sent them quails in abundance ; and supr 
plied them with water, which he caused to 
flow out of a rock. " He clave the rocks in 
the wilderness, and gave them drink as out of 
the depths" — " And had rained down manna 
upon them to eat, and had given them of the 
corn of heaven— -He rained flesh also upon 
them as dust, and feathered fowls like as the 
sand of the sea," Psalms lxxviii, 15,Jkc. — 
From the wilderness of Sin they came to Ho- 
jreb, and from thence to mount Sinai. 

Q. Was this the mount, so often mention- 
ed in Scripture, where Moses received the 
law, or ten commandments, written on two ta- 
bles of stone ? 

A. It ^yas ; as we read, Ex, xx. and xxxu 
18, and xxxiv. 28; and which is also alluded 
to by the Apostle in Heb. xii. 18, &c. 

In this mount jtfso, Moses was instructed in 
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What manner the Tabernacle, in which God 
was to be worshipped, was to be made, which 
was accordingly finished j and on the first day 
of the first month in the second year after the 
Israelites' departure out of Egypt, it was set 
up, and Aaron and his sons, and afterwards 
the whole tribe of Levi, were appointed, and 
set apart to minister therein. The office of 
the High Priest was established in Aaron and 
his family. Ex. xl. 12, &c. Num. iii. 5, &c. 

Q. What farther account have we. of the 
Israelites ? 

A. After several encampments, they came 
at length to a place called Kadesh-Parnea, on 
the frontiers of Canaan* Here Moses was 
commanded to choose twelve men, one out of 
each tribe, to go and take a view of the coun- 
try, the fertility of its soil, and the strength of 
its cities, and inhabitants* 

Q. What was the result of this measure ? 

A. In forty days they returned, and brought 
samples of the fruitfulness of the land with 
them. But ten of them represented it as im- 
possible to take ' possession of the land, by 
reason of the strength of its fortified towns, 
and the valour and gigantic stature of its in- 
habitants* The other two (Joshua and Calebf 
gave a favourable account, and insisted that 
they were able to possess the land. Num* 
xiii. 26, and xiv. 6* 

Q. What effect had these different accounts 
upon the congregation of Israel ? 

A. They adhered to the account of the 
ten wicked spies, and, despairing of being 
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able to enter the promised land, they thought 
a return to Egypt more advisable* 

In consequence, of their murmurings, in- 
, gratitude, and infidelity, both on this occasion, 
and several times before, the Almighty solemn- 
ly declared, that none of that generation, a- 
bove twenty years of age, except Joshua and 
Caleb, the two faithful spies, should enter in- 
to the promised land, but should wander in 
the wilderness, and their carcasses fall there ; , 
but that their little ones, whom they said 
should be a prey, should, after 40 years, be 
brought in, and possess the land which their 
fathers despised. Num. xiv. 21, &c. 

Q, Did any thing remarkable happen to the 
ten false spies ? 

A. They were destroyed by a sudden death ; 
and became the first instances of the punish* 
ment denounced against the whole nation. 
Num. xiv. 87. 

Q. Did Moses and Aaron continue with 
the Israelites during the whole of their wan* 
derings in the wilderness ? 

A> Though they were both prohibited from 
entering the promised land, in consequence Qf " 
their not sanctifying the Lord before the peo* 
pie at Meribah, Num. xx. 12; yet they both 
continued with them nearly to the end of their 
sojourning in the Wilderness* Aaron died 
first, at mount Hor, aged 123 years, about one 
year before the Israelites entered into Canaan. 
Moses, in the 11th month of the 40th year 
of the Hebrews' travels, finding that no inter- 
cession could procure God's admission, for 
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hifti to enter into the promised land, and know- 
ing that his end drew near ; rehearsed to the 
Israelites, a summary of what God had donfe 
for them, notwithstanding their many provoca* 
tions ; caused them solemnly to i^enew their 
covenant with God ; set before them the man* 
ifold blessings which would attend their obe* 
dience, and the curses which would be thi 
consequence of disobedience. He left a 
written copy of his law, to be placed at the 
side of the ark, and ordered the reading of it 
to the people, at their public meetings. Hav- 
ing, as the Lord directed, appointed Joshua 
his successor, and given him a solemn charge 
with respect to his behaviour, he composed 
ail elegant hymn, in which is represented the 
excellency of God, and their duty to him, and 
the dreadful judgments which would befall 
them, if they neglected it. Having taken a 
solemn farewell 01 them, in a prophetic bless- 
ings as Jacob had done just before his death ; 
he went up to the top of Pisgah* over against 
Jericho, from whence he might take a full view 
of the country which God had promised to A- 
braham's posterity : he resigned his soul into 
the hands of God* and was doubtless conveyed 
into an happier Canaan, thim that which he had 
been surveying. And to prevent the danger 
of the people's idolizing him, the Lord burie$ 
him in the valley over against Beth-Peor, so 
that the place of his sepulchre was never yet 
discovered. Thus died Moses, the illustrious 
prophet and servant of the Lord, being 12d 
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years old ; and the people of Israel mourned for 
him 30 days. 

The character which the sacred writer gives 
of him, is as follows : 

" And there arose not a prophet since in Is- 
rael, like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face ; in all the signs and the wonders 
which the Lord sent him to do in the land of 
Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and 
to all his land ; and in all that mighty hand, 
and in the great terror which Moses showed 
in the sight of all Israel." Deut. xxxiv. 10— 12* 

Q. Of what books of Scripture was Moses 
the author ? 

A. The first 5 books of the Old Testament, 
viz. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy, containing an account of the 
creation and fall of man, the heads of the early 
annals of the world, and a full recital of the 
Jewish law, and of the events which happened 
to that nation, until it reached the borders of 
the land of Canaan, were written by Moses, 
with the exception of the concluding chapter 
of Deuteronomy, which was evidently added 
after his death, in order to complete his histo- 
ry. The writings of Moses are frequently re- 
ferred to, and quoted, in other parts of the Old 
Testament, and in the New. 
. Q. Was Moses a type of Christ ? 

A. Both he, and his brother Aaron, unques- 
tionably were : Moses, as Mediator and Law- 
giver ; and Aaron, as High-Priest. Acts vii« 
37, and Heb. v. 4, 5. 
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Q. What is the next account of the Israel- 
ites ? 

A. Joshua, having been, by the direction of 
God, appointed their leader, was commanded 
to arise and go over 'Jordan with them, and was 
exhorted to be strong and of good courage ; 
and was assured that no man should be able to 
stand before him> for that the Lord would be 
with him, a& he was with Moses. Josh. i. 1 — 11, 

Q. How did Joshua proceed ? 

A. He bade the officers go through the camp 
and give the people notice, that within three 
days they were to pass over Jordan, in order to 
take possession of the promised land, and were 
therefore to provide tkemsdves with victuals 
for their march. In the mean time, he sent 
two spies to go and view Jericho, opposite to 
which they were to pass over Jordan. 

Q. How did the spies succeed? and what 
account did they bring back ? 

A. They got safe into the city, and took up 
their lodgings in a public house that was kept 
by a widow woman, whose name was Rahab. 
But the king, hearing of them, ordered the 
g^tear to be shut, and search to be made for 
them. But Rahab, the harlot, (as she is call- 
ed,} coneeated them ; and when the pursuers 
came to the house aad inquired for them, she 
told them there had been two men there, but 
were gone, and directed them to pursue them. 
After they were gone, she let down the spies 
by a cord from one of her windows, and they 
escaped. By this act, she, according to the 
agreement made with the spies, saved herself 
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and her friends, as we read in the 2d and 6t& 
chapters of the book of Joshua. 

The account which the spies brought back, 
was altogether favourable : and therefore Josh- 
ua immediately made preparation for crossing 
over Jordan, according to the instructions giv- 
en him by the Lord. 

Q. What was the width and depth of the 
river Jordan ? 

A. Its ordinary current is said to be about 
25 or 30 yards in breadth, and is very deep. 
This river has its uppermost spring in Mount 
Lebanon, about 12 miles north of Caesariu Phi* 
lippi. Its whole course is about 150 miles, 
and finally empties itself into the Dead Sea. 

Q. How did the Israelites cross this river ? 

A. The priests went foremost, bearing the 
ark ; and as soon as their feet touched the wa- 
ter, the stream divided, and the water rose up 
on heaps, and opened for them a passage, unfil 
they were all over, and then the stream return- 
ed again to its strength. And it is particularly 
mentioned, that at that time Jordan overflow- 
ed its banks. Josh. iii. 14, &c. and iv, 18, 

Q. Was any thing done to perpetuate the 
memory of this remarkable event ? ' 

A. Yes ; at the command of God, Joshua 
caused twelve stones to be set up in the midst 
of Jordan, and twelve more were brought on 
the shore for the like purpose, " And Joshua, 
spake unto the children of Israel saying, When 
your children shall ask their fathers, in time to 
come, saying, What mean these stones ? then 
ye sh^U let your children know, sayings Israel 
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came ovet this Jordan on dry land." Josh. iv. 
21, 22. 

Q. What farther account have we of the Is-, 
raelites, after their crossing Jordan ? 
•. A. They solemnly dedicated themselves to 
the Lord by circumcision, and eating- the pass- 
over ; and in a war of six years, conquered 3 1 
kingdoms. On the seventh, the land was di- 
vided, and the tabernacle of God set up among 
them at Shiloh. Joshua xii. and xviii. 1. 
Thus were the Israelites settled in quiet pos- 
session of their conquests, on b6th sides of the 
river Jordan ; (the tribes of Reuben and Gad, 
and half the tribe of Manasseh, having their 
portion on the east sicje of the river. ) 

Joshua, now fur advanced in years, and per- 
ceiving the time of his deatn approaching, as- 
sembled the tribes of Israel to hear his last in- 
structions. He recounted the wonders which 
God had wrought for them in Egypt, in the 
wilderness, and in the land of Canaan, notwith- 
standing their many provocations ; pointed out 
the punctual accomplishment of every one of 
the divine promises j; and having declared the 
stedfast determination of himself and his fam- 
ily to remain faithful servants of the Lord, and, 
received from the whole congregation a simi- 
lar assurance ; he dismissed the people, every* 
man to his inheritance, and shortly after died, 
being 110 years old, and was buried at Tim- 
nath-serah, in Mount Ephraim* Josh., xxiv. 
It is generally believed, lie wrote the book 
which goes under his naujte, with the exception. 
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of the last five verses of the last chapter, wjhieh 
were afterwards added by some inspired wri- 
ter, to complete his history* This book is of- 
ten noticed, either in the way of quotation or 
reference, in the New Testament, as well a* 
in the Jewish Scriptures. 

Q. How were the Israelites governed after 
the death of Joshua? 

A. After the death of Joshua, and the eU 
4ers which over-lived him, they were govern- 
ed by magistrates called judges, for about 450 
years. Acts xiii. 20. During this time, their 
history exhibits a constant succession of idol r 
atrous revolts from God, punished by captivi* 
ty under the hand of the neighbouring na* 
tions, and of deliverances mercifully vouch-* 
safed to them under the conduct of their judg-r 
es, when their distresses drove them to repenT 
lance. 
' Q. Who were their Judges ? 

A. Othniel, Ehud, Sharagar, Deborah and 
Barak, Gideon, Abimelech, Tola, Jair, Jeph- 
thah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Sampsoi* with Eli, 
and Samuel, 

Q. What was the government of the Israel- 
ites after this ? 

A. After this, they took a fancy to Jiave a 
king, like the nations around them. 

Q. Was their desire of a kine pleasing to 
God? * * 

A. It seems it was not 5 a$ they themselves 
^afterwards confessed to Samuel, saying, " We 
feave added unto all our sins, this evil ; to ask 
% king. " }st Sam. ^ii. 19. And alluding to 
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this circumstance, the Lord says, by the 
Prophet Hosea, " I gave thee a king in mine 
anger, and took him away in my wrath,'* 
Hosea xiih 11. 

Q, Who were the Kings of Israel ? 

A. Before the division of the tribes, Srul, 
David, and Solomon, were their successive 
sovereigns. 

Q. When did the division of the tribes take 
place ? 

A. After the death of Solomon, in the year 
of the world about 3029, and 975 years* be- 
fore Christ. 

Q. What was the occasion of this separation? 

A. In consequence of Solomon's idolatry in 
his declining years, the Lord told him, that he 
Would rend the kingdom from him, and give 
it to his servant \ That this, however, should 
not take place in his days, but in the days of 
his son, who should succeed him. Accord- 
ingly, after the death of Solomon, the rash and 
intemperate answer of his son Rehoboam, to 
the Israelites, who requested to be delivered 
from the burdens imposed upon them by their 
deceased sovereign, was the incident employ- 
ed by the hand of Providence, to effect the 
predicted revolution. 1st Kings xii. 12.-- — 
The ten tribes revolted from the house of Da^ 
vid, and Jeroboam became their king, and Sa- 
maria their capital, The tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin remained under the government of 
Rehoboam. From that time, the two king- 
doms, discriminated by the appellations of Is* 
rjtel find Judab, continued distinct, 
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Q. Who were the kings of Israel, or the ttn 
tribes ? 

A. Ishbosheth, (who reigned two years af- 
ter the death of Saul, over all but the tribe of 
Judah,) Jeroboam, Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zim-- 
ri, Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah, Joram, Jehu, Jeho- 
haz, Joash, Jeroboam, Zachariah, Shallum* 
Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekab> and Ho shea, 
twenty in all. 

Q. What were the characters of these 
kings ? 

A. They were all wicked and idolatrous. 

Q. Who were the kings of Judah, after the 
division ? 

A. Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat* 
Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athaliah, Joash, Amazialv 
Azariah, Jotham, Ahaz,.Hezekiah, Manasseh r 
Amon, Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoia- 
chin, and Zedekiah. In all, twenty.. 

Q. What were the characters of these 
kings? 

A. Some of them, as Asa, Jehoshaphat^ 
Hezekiah, and Josiah, were bright examples 
of piety. The others, and particularly Jeho- 
ram, Ahaziah, and Manasseh, were wicked 
and idolatrous. 

Q. How long did the kingdom of Israel. 
continue, after the division of the tribes? 

A. About 256 years. 

Q.. How was it destroyed ? 

A. It was almost constantly harrassed with 
wars, intestine divisions, and disasters, till at 
length, in the ninth year of Hoshea, about 30. 
years after the foundation of Rome by Rom- 
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ulus, and about 720 years before Christ, the 
Supreme Being poured forth the fulness of his 
indignation on a people, whom neither chas- 
tisements nor mercies could reclaim. ShaU 
manezer, the king of Assyria, took the capi- 
tal city, Samaria, after a siege of three years ; 
^nd because completely master of the whole 
kingdom. About 20 years before this, Til? 
gath-pilneser, king of Assyria, having conquer- 
ed the country of the Gadites, the Ueubenitps, 
and Manassites, eastward of Jordan, together 
with Galilee, occupied by the tribe of Neph- 
thali, carried away the inhabitants into Assyr- 
ia, and placed them in Halah and Habor, by 
the river Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. 
To the same cities, Shalmanezer now carried 
the remainder of the ten tribes ; ^nd brought 
ijaen from Babylon, and other places, and put 
them in the cities of Samaria, instead of the 
children of Israel. 1st Chron. v. 26. 1st Kings 
xv. 20. 2d Kings xvii. 6—24. 

Q. What do we learn with respept to the 
ten tribes, after this ? 

A. Of the subsequent fate of the ten tribes, 
thus carried into captivity, but little is certain- 
ly known. Many individuals of each tribe 
appear to have returned, about 200 yejirs 
afterwards, in company with the tribes of Ju- 
cjah and Benjamin. But the great mass of 
the ten tribes has continued in obscurity, to 
the present time ; yet in that obscurity, pre ? 
served, as we believe, from the sure word of 
prophecy, against that appointed period, when 
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%l\ Israel shall be re-united, and restored to their 
own land, Isaiah xi. 11, &c. and xxvii, 13, 

Q. How long did the kingdom of Judah 
continue ? 

A. About 389 jears. 

Q. What is the account of its destruction ? 

A. This kingdom, as was before noticed,, 
had pious and wicked sovereigns, by turns. 
But their frequent relapses into idolatry, oftet>* 
brought upon them the effects Qf God's dis- 
pleasure, who declared- that the crimes of Ju- 
dah should be punished by a fate similar to 
that, which had overtaken the guilt of IsraeL 
2d Kings xxi. 13. 

Accordingly, about 606 years before the 
Christian era, Jerusalem was delivered into 
the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, who -sent to 
Babylon a part of the vessels and treasures of 
the temple of the Lord, together with a num^ 
ber of persons, chosen from the principal fern*. 
ilies, among whom were Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah. Dan. i. 1—6. He al- 
so bound Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, in 
fetters, that he might be carried thither ; but 
?t length permitted hirti to reiaairv a tributary 
vassal in Judea. ' 

Q. What fallowed after this? 

A. About eight years afterwards, Jehoia* 
chin, the son and successor of Jehoiachim, 
together with ten thousand of his subjects, 
was carried captive into Cbaldea. And final- 
ly, in tjje Hth ye^r of the reign of Zedekiah, 
about 588 years before Christ, and 133 years* 
after tfre coramencenjeirt of the captivity of 
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the ten tribefc, Jerusalem was taken by Nebu-> 
chadnezzar, at the end of a siege of eighteen 
months, and, together with the temple of God, 
was burned to the ground. During the siege, 
the people within the walls, through the scar* 
city of provisions, were reduced to the last ne- 
cessity, even to feed on one another. Sam. 
iv. 4, &c. Ezek. v. 10. Zedekiah, the king, 
was taken and carried 'to Nebuchadnezzar, 
who was then at Riblah, where he first caused 
his sons, and the princes of Judah taken with 
him, to be slain before his face, and then, hav* 
ing commanded his eyes to be put out, sent 
him in fetters to Babylon ; thus fulfilling una* 
wares, two seemingly discordant predictions 
of Jeremiah and Ezekiel ; the former of which 
prophets had declared, concerning Zedekiah, 
that as a captive, he should see the king of 
Babylon face to face, and be carried to that 
city ; Jen xxxii. 4, and xxxiv* 3 : the latter, 
that his eyes should never behold it. Ezek. 
xii, 13. 

Q. Was Nebuehadnezzar present at the 
siege of Jerusalem ? 

A. No; he then resided at Riblah above 
mentioned, and committed the conduct of the 
siege to Nebuzaradan, the captain of his 
guards, who, after he had plundered and de- 
stroyed every thing, and filled Jerusalem with 
blood and slaughter, carried the best of the 
people, that remained alive, captives to Baby- 
lon. Over the people of the lower class, who 
were left behind, to till the ground, he made 
Gedaliah governor* .who was shortly after* 
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wards killed by a conspiracy. The remnant 
of the Jews resolved to fly into Egypt, though 
the Lord by the prophet Jeremiah had forbid- 
den the measure, assuring them that they 
should be overtaken in the country* where they 
sought for refuge, by their dreaded enemy 
Nebuchadnezzar. Jer. xlii. and xliii. 10, &c. 
But the people could not be restrained s there* 
fore, carrying Jeremiah with them, they hast- 
ed into Egypt ; which country, according to 
the Divine declaration, was subdued about 
sixteen years afterwards, by the king of Bab- 
ylon, when the Jews, who had fled there, were 
all either destroyed or made captives. 

Thus was Judea emptied of its inhabitants* 
So extreme was the predicted desolation to 
be, that four years after the burning of Jerusa- 
lem^ while Nebuchadnezzar was engaged in 
the siege of Tyre, Nebuzaradan, the captain 
of his guard, swept away to Babylon the scan- 
ty relicks of the people, who had collected 
together in their native land, amounting to 745 
persons. Jen lii. SO. 

Q. How long did the Babylonish captivity- 
continue ? 

A. Seventy years'; Jer* xxv. 11 ; (to be 
computed from the captivity of Jehoiakim.) 

Q. How Was the deliverance of the Jews 
effected ? 

A. Cyrus, who was then sovereign of the? 
Persian empire, which then also included the 
Babylonish empire, published a decree, where-* 
in he gave free liberty to the. Jews* to return 
to their own country, and to re-buil^ the house 
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of the Lord at Jerusalem ; and ordered a 
great many vessels, (it is said 5400,) which 
had been taken by Nebuchadnezzar out of 
the former temple, and perverted to the ser- 
vice of his god Bel, to be restored. 2d Chron. 
xxx vi. 22, 23 ; Ezra i. 7, 8. 

Q. Was there any prediction concerning 
the return of the Jews under Cyrus ? 

A. Yes ; above 100 years before his birth, 
Cyrus was declared to be the monarch, des- 
tined in the councils of God to restore the 
people of Judah to their native land. Isa. 
xliv. 28, and xlv. 1 — -6. 

Q. How many were there, who at this time 
returned to Jerusalem ? 

A. The Jews, who at this time returned, 
together w r ith their servants, amounted. to 
49*697 persons. Ezra ii. 64, 65. 

Q. VVho were the chief leaders of the re- 
turning captives ? 

A. Zerubbabel, (whose Babylonish name 
was Keshbazzar,) grandson of Jehoiakim, king 
of Judah, and Jeshua or Joshua, son of Jose- 
dech, and grandson of Seraiah, w r ho was high 
priest when Jerusalem was destroyed. Ze- 
rubbabel was made governor by a commis- 
sion from Cyrus, and Joshua succeeded to the 
chief priesthood . Hag. i. 1. 

Q. Did the Jews begin to rebuild, the tem- 
ple immediately on their return to Judea ? 

A. On the seventh month after their return, 
all the people, from their several citier, met 
together at Jerusalem, and offered burnt offer- 

H 
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ings, and celebrated the feast of trutfrpets, ami 
the great day of expiation, and the feast of 
tabernacles. At these solemnities, the free- 
will offerings of the people, made towards 
rebuilding the temple, enabled the underta- 
kers to purchase materials for the work, so that 
in the second month of the second year after 
their Return, the foundation of the temple was 
laid with great joy and solemnity. In this wofk 
the Samaritans desired to join. These were the 
posterity of the Cutheans and other colonists* 
who had been placed, about 200 years before, 
by the king of Assyria, in the land of Israel, and 
had united with the service of Jehovah* the 
worship of their own peculiar idols. 2d Kings 
xvii. 24 — 41. The Jews rejected the propo- 
sal ; and the Samaritans, in revenge, exerted 
themselves to impede the rebuilding of the 
temple; so that, for several years, the work 
went on slowly, and, upon the death of Cyrus, 
was for a time quite intermitted ; but in the 
reign of Darius, king of Persia, it was resu- 
med and completed i and the new temple wad 
solemnly dedicated, 20 years after its founda- 
tion had been laid. 

Q. Was this temple standing in the days 
of our Saviour? 

A. It \ras ; and Was honoured with his 
presence ; on which account it was prophetic- 
ally declared, before it was built, that its glory 
should exceed that of the former house, or 
temple of Solomon ; because He, the desire of 
all nations, should manifest his glory there. 
Hag. ii. 9* 
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Q. What farther account have we of the 
lews? 

A. After the dedication of the temple, the 
Passover was observed in it, according to the 
law of God ; and solemnized by all the Jews, 
who had "returned from the captivity, with 
great joy and gladness of heart ; because the 
Lord Imd made them joyful, (as it is expressed 
in the book of Ezra,) and turned the heart of 
the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen 
their hands in the house of God y the God of 7i- 
rael. But many abuses and irregularities soon 
prevailed among them. And about 50 years af- 
terwards, Ezra, (a priest descended from Se* 
raiah, the high priest who was slain by Nebu* 
chadnezzar, when he burnt the city and tem- 
ple of Jerusalem,) a man of great learning and 
skill in the knowledge of the Scriptures, who 
had hitherto continued in Babylon, with oth- 
ers of the captivity that had not yet returned* 
obtained leave of the king (Artaxerxes) to go 
to Jerusalem, and to take as many of his own. 
nation with him, as were willing to go. In- 
Vested with ample powers by the king, he 
came to Jerusalem, bringing with him some 
additional vessels fojr the temple, and accom- 
panied by about 1500 Jews. Ezra vii. 1, &c, 
Ezra employed himself, with great diligence, 
in reforming abuses and transgressions preva- 
lent among the people. Thirteen years after 
the arrival of Ezra, he was joined by Nehe* 
miah, who succeeded him in the government 
of Judea, by the appointment of king Artax* 
prxes, >vhp also gave him authority to repair 
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the ruined walls of Jerusalem ; an underta* 
king which, notwithstanding the opposition of 
factions, and of surrounding enemies, was at 
length effected ; Neh. ii. -At this time Ez- 
ra appears to have devoted his attention whol- 
ly to religious concerns, and to the collection 
and revisal of the canonical books of the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament, assisted 
probably by Nehemiah. 

Q, What account have we pf. the Jews af- 
ter this ? 

A. With Nehemiah the sacred history clo- 
ses, about 400 years before Christ. The sub- 
sequent history 'of the Jews, is derived from 
the books of the Maccabees, and Josephus 
the Jewish historian, and some others. After 
the days of Nehemiah, Judea, being added to 
the province of Syria, was subjected to the 
rulers of that province ; and under them, the 
administration of all public affairs, both civil 
and ecclesiastical, was committed to the high 
priest, which made that office. much coveted, 
and subjected it to many abuses and usurpa- 
tions. In the time of Alexander the Great, 
who overthrew the Persian empire, about 333 
years before Christ, the Jews exhibited a sig- 
nal proof of fidelity to their engagements, by 
refusing, on the ground of their allegiance, 
which they*owecf to Persia, to supply that con- 
queror, then occupied in the siege of Tyre, 
with the succours which he required of th$m, 
Alexander, having rendered himself master of 
Tyre, marched, inflamed with resentment, 
at the head of his army, towards Jerusalem, 
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At a short distance from that city, he was met 
by a solemn procession, conducted by the high 
priest, Jaddua, in his pontifical robes. Al- 
exander, on their near approach, hastened for- 
ward, and, to the extreme astonishment of his 
followers, bowed himself down before the 
high priest, and adored the name of Jehovah, 
inscribed on his mitre. In reply to Parmenio, 
who expressed his surprise that the victorious 
monarch of so many nations, should pay rev- 
erence to a Jewish priest ; Alexander declar- 
ed, that many years before, when he had been 
revolving his meditated expedition against 
Persia, the appearance of this very person had 
stood before him, and had promised him sue* 
cess in the name of God. Alexander accom* 
panied *he high priest to Jerusalem, and offer- 
ed sacrifices ; and the high priest showed him 
the prophecies of Daniel, predicting the over- 
throw of the Persian empire by a Grecian king. 
Alexander bestowed many privileges and im- 
munities on the Jews ; but gave an evasive 
answer to the Samaritans, whom his unexpect- 
ed bounty to the Jews encouraged to apply 
for similar favours. Upon Alexander's signi- 
fying to the Jews, that he would receive as 
many of them, as would enlist into his ser* 
vice, great numbers entered themselves, and 
followed him in his other expeditions. And 
when he founded Alexandria, he fixed many 
of that nation there ; and bestowed on them 
the same rights, as were enjoyed by the Ma» 
cedonians. 

H2 
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Soon after the death of Alexander, the Grer 
cian or Macedonian empire (as it was now be- 
come) was divided among the chief comman- 
ders of his army. In this division, Ptolemy, 
the son of Lagus, whom the Greeks call Soter, 
having taken possession *of Egypt, conquered, 

v and added to his dominions, the provinces of 
Syria and Phoenicia. Judea, for some tirfie, 
stood out against him, and refused to submit to 
his authority. But he, understanding that the 
Jews would rather suffer death, than take arms 
to defend themselves on their Sabbath, storm- 
ed Jerusalem, took it without resistance in that 
day, and carried above 100,000 of them cap- 
tives into Egypt. 

From this time, we may date the Jews' sub- 
jection to the kings of Egypt. In the 5th year 
of this Ptolemy's reign, Onias the Jewish high 
priest died, and was succeeded by his son Si* 
mon, who, from his great holiness, and the up- 
rightness of his conduct, was called Simon the 
Just. He was high priest nine years. Among 
many beneficiaV acts which he did, what is 
chiefly commemorated of him is, his comple- 
ting the Canon of the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament ; adding to it the books of Ezra, 
Nehejniah, Esther, Malachi, and the two books 
of Chronicles. Simon was succeeded in the 

'Wghfpriesthood, by Eleazer his brother : and 
upon the death of Ptolemy Soter, his sou Ptol- 
emy Philadelphus succeeded to the throne of 
Egypt. He finished the musaeum, or college 
of learned men, and the famous library of Al- 
exandria in Egypt, begun by his father* and 
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which contained 700,000 volumes; amongst 
which he placed an authentic translation of the 
Old Testament. This translation was finished 
by the order of Eleazer the high priest ; and 
from the joint labours of 70, Or rather 72 trans- 
lators that were employed in the work; the ver- 
sion has ever since gone under the name of 
the Septuagint. 

After Palestine had been subject to the kings 
of Egypt for about 100 years, it passed into 
the hands of the Grecian kings of Syria, who 
permitted the Jews to be governed by their 
own laws, under the high priest and his coun- 
cil. In consequence of the intermediate situ- 
ation of their country between Egypt and Sy- 
ria, they suffered much, and frequently from 
the contentions which arose between those ri- 
val empires. The Greek language gradually 
spread into familiar use among them ; ajnd from 
their connection with foreigners, they progres- 
sively imbibed foreign manners and foreign 
views. Their high priests became corrupt, 
obtaining the office by purchase from the Sy- 
rian king, Antiochus Epiphanus ; and recom- 
mending themselves to him by lending their 
aid to draw aside the people from the observ- 
ance of the Mosaic law, to the adoption of the 
Grecian customs. - By his hand, however > 
Providence inflicted on the Jews a memorable 
chastisement. Irritated by the opposition 
which he experienced in some of his plans, he 
seized upon the city ; slaughtered, or sold for 
slaves, vast multitudes of the inhabitants ; de- 
spoiled and shattered the temple itself; and at 
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length abolished the daily sacrifice^ burned att 
the copies of the law which he could find ; fix- 
ed an image of Jupiter in the temple ; and en^ 
deavoured to constrain the people throughout 
the whole land, by the most cruel tortures, to 
submit to the worship of idols. 

Some few years after this* and about 167 
before the Christian era, God was pleased to 
raise up a deliverer to his people, in Mattathi- 
as the Maccabee, a priest of equal piety and 
fortitude, who raised an army against the ty- 
rant, and pushed on the war with success. Af- 
ter his death, the celebrated Judas- Maccabeus 
and his other sons repeatedly overcame the 
Syrian armies, and ultimately expelled them 
from Judea. The temple was repaired and 
purified ; the observance of the Mosaic law re- 
stored ; and the supreme authority, civil as well 
as ecclesiastical, was united -for several genera- 
tions in the head of the Maecabean family, of 
whom Aristobulus was the first who assumed 
the title of king. In a contest for the crown 
between two of his descendants, about 65 years 
before Christ, both parties appiied for assist- 
ance to the Romans. Pompey availed himself 
of these dissensions, to render Judea tributary 
to Rome. He appointed Hyrcanus, one of the 
competitors, high priest ; but allowed him not 
to possess any other denomination than that of 
prince. 
During the domestic troubles which enga- 
' ged the attention of the Romans, on the death 
of Julius Caesar, Hyrcanus was deprived of his 
authority by his nephew A atigonusy who as- 



Catechism of the Bible. * 93 

sumed the regal title. Herod, an Edomkfc, 
the son of one of the officers of Hvrcanus, re* 
pairing to Rome, and being there appointed 
king of Judea, took Antigonus prisoner, and 
sent him into Itaty, where he was put to death. 
Being thus established in the quiet possession 
of the country, Herod gradually augmented his 
dominions, and expended vast sums in adorn- 
ing Jerusalem, and in repairing and enlarging 
the buildings of the temple. To his family 
and his subjects, he was a cruel and sanguina- 
ry tyrant. His reign is memorable for the 
birth of -the Saviour of the world, whom he 
dreaded as a rival* and endeavoured to destroy 
by the slaughter of the children at Bethlehem. 
He soon after died of a most loathsome dis^ 
temper. 

Q. What was the general state of the hea* 
then world, at the time of our Saviour's birth ? 

A. It was in profound peace, under Augus* 
tus, emperor of Ronpe, to whose jurisdiction 
all the known world was subjected. 

Q. Were not the Jews in expectation of the 
Messiah, according to the predictions of their 
prophets? 

A. They were ; and at the very time of his 
coming, were earnestly looking for his ap- 
pearance. 

Q. Did they receive and acknowledge him 
as the true Messiah ? 

A. Some individuals did ; but in general, 
they did not. Though uniting in himself the 
accomplishment of every ancient prophecy re* 
spec ting tk$ Redeemer of mankind ; born of 



84 Catechism of the Bible* 

the tribe of Judah, of the lineage of David, of 
a pure virgip, in the town of Bethlehem ; hav- 
ing for his forerunner, a prophet, John the 
Baptist, commissioned to preach repentance in 
the power and spirit of Elijah ; performing all 
those miracles which the predicted Saviour 
was to work, in proof of his Divine authority; 
executing his office at the precise time prefix,' 
ed near 500 years before, by the prophet Dan- 
iel ; and repeatedly receiving, in the sight an4 
hearing of the people, special tokens in attes- 
tation of his Messiahship, from God his Fa* 
ther : he was ig«oiniuiously rejected by th$ 
Jewish nation. 

Q. What wa$ the cause of their rejecting 
him ? 

A. One general cause, was his appearance 
in that humble station, which the prophet Isai- 
Ah had expressly foretold; Isai. liii.-*— Th$ 
jimbitjjous and prejudiced minds of the lews 
were blindly attached to the idea of a tern* 
poral Messiah, who should expel every for- 
eign enemy from the land of Canaan, an<J 
reign in triumph on the throne pf Jerusalem, 
The common people at first received him with 
. joy, but afterwards they listened to the calum- 
nies of his persecutors, a«d, with clamorous 
importunity, joined with them in demanding 
his crucifixion. With their demand,, Pilate, 
the Roman governor, reluctantly complied, 
avowing his conviction of the perfect inno- 
cence of Christ, and vainly attempting, by 
washing his hands in the presence of ths 
multitude, to transfer the \yl>ole guilt of that 
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innocent blood, from himself to them ; while 
they blasphemously cried out, " His blood be 
vtpon us and our children." 

Accordingly, after this, the troubles of the 
Jews greatly increased ; and the vengeance of 
Heaven, of which the infatuated people had 
been mercifully forewarned by the prophets* 
and by Christ himself, was poured out upon 
them ; and poured out by the hands of that 
very nation^ whom they had instigated to cut 
off the Messiah. Irritated by the oppression 
% of the Roman governors, they broke out into 
open rebellion, in the reign of Nero. At dif- 
ferent times, immense multitudes of them 
were slaughtered. At length* at the time of 
the passover, about forty years after Our Sa- 
viour's crucifixion, when the principal part of 
the nation were assembled in Jerusalem, for 
the purpose of celebrating that solemnity} 
Titus encamped his army before that devoted 
city. He surrounded the whole city with an 
uninterrupted bulwark, according to the pre- 
diction of our Saviour ; Luke xix. 43. The 
rtiiseries which the Jews then sustained, from 
famine,* from pestilence, from the assaults of 

* Josephus, who himself was present jat the siege, men- 
ttOns,,that to such a degree the famine prevailed, that wives 
took the meat out of their husbands' mouths ; children from 
tbmr parents 9 , and mothers from their infants 9 ; and that a 
woman ef quality even boiled her own child, with an intent 
to eat it ; an act so detestable, that Titus, after he had insis- 
ted upon his frequent offers of peace and pardon to the 
Jews* declared publicly, that he would bury the abominable 
crime in the ruins of their country, and not suffer the sun 
to shioe upon that city, where mothers ate their own chih 
dree, and where fathers, no less culpable, reduced them to 
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the Romans, and from the implacable fury of 
contending parties among themselves, far sur- 
pass in horror, every account of any siege in 
the records of the world. The city was ta- 
ken, burned to the ground, and rased from its 
foundations. Eleven hundred thousand Jews 
perished during the siege ; and of 97,000 who 
were taken captives, some were reserved to 
grace the triumphal return of Titus to Rome ; 
and the rest dispersed as slaves, or as crimin- 
als throughout the empire. A subsequent re* 
volt, in the time of Adrian, carried on with 
the most furious outrages by the Jews, great 
numbers of whom had again collected in their 
native land, waa followed by the slaughter of 
more than 500,000, and by their entire expul- 
sion from Judea. From that day to the pres- 
ent, during a period of seventeen-centuries, 
they have had no national existence. They 
have continued, according to the unfailing 
truth of prophecy, scattered among all people, 
from one end of the earth to the other ; an as- 
tonishment, a proverb, and a by-word, among 
all nations. Deut. xxviii. 37—64. ^ 

Q. What account do the Jews give of the 
delay (as they suppose) of the Messiah's 
coming ? 

A. Some of their Rabbies allege, in general 
terms, that -the wickedness of their nation 
prevented the Messiah from being sent at the . 
appointed period. Others, finding themselves \ 

that extremity by Iheir obstinacy. See in this, the exact ful- 
filment <>f the. prediction of Moses, in the passage above ci- 
ted, Deut. xxviii. 5G, 57. 
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Unable to reconcile this solution with the 
truth of the promises of God, affirm, that he 
was actually sent into the world at the time 
specified by Daniel ; but that he forbore, in 
consequence, of the sinful state of the Jews, ! 
to make himself known ; and that, for similar 
reasons, he has still continued in obscurity* 
They are, however, entirely unable to discover 
what those heinous trangressions are, which 
have occasioned their disappointment and their 
miseries. v From idolatry, the great crime of 
their forefathers, they have been free for above 
2000 yearsj (ever since the return from the 
Babylonian captivity.) And for that crime, 
detestable as it was in the sight of God, a 
captivity of only 70 years was deemed a suffi- 
cient punishment. 

" I would fain learn of thee, out of the tes- 
timonies of the law and the prophets, and 
other Scriptures, why the Jews are thus smit- 
ten in this captivity, wherein we are : which 
may properly be called the perpetual anger of 
God, because it hath no end* For it is now 
above a 1000 years since we were carried cap- 
tive by Titus* And yet our fathers, who wor- 
shipped idols, killed the prophets, and cast the 
law behind their back, were punished only 
with a 70 years captivity ; and then brought 
home again ! But row there is no end to our 
calamities : nor do the prophets promise any." 
It was thus that Rabbi Samuel Moroccanus 
*rote, about 700 years since, to his friend.* 

*See Bishop Patrick's ComtrienUrj oo Gen. xlix, 10* 
I 
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The great council of the. Jews, assembled 
about 150 years ago, in Hungary, to deliber- 
ate on that vfcyy subject, found it altogether 
inexplicable. - It is at this moment equally in- ' 
explicable to the Jews. Nay, every additional 
year aggravates the difficulty, : Bat the diffi- 
culty, insuperable to the Jews, is none to us* 
Their own? imprecation has been tremendous- 
ly fulfilled- The blood of Christ has been on 
them and an their children. 

"Such," (to use the language o£ the Rev. 
Mr» Gisborne, from whom several of the pre- 
ceding pages have been principally taken,) 
"has been the history of the chosen people of 
God, from the calling of their forefather A- 
bratoam, to t?he present day ; a period of near- 
ly 3800 years. Their situation has, in all ages, 
been characterized by miracles. Their pres- 
ervation is at thiB-iiiomeftt a standing miracle. 
The hostile tribes of invaders, who success- 
ively established themselves in Great-Britain, 
discordant in religion and in manners, Saxons, 
Danes, and Normans, are all absorbed and 
lost in one common mass. The innumerable 
hosts of Pagan barbarians, who Overwhelm- 
ed the Christian' empire of Rome, speedily 
coalesced with the natives, whom they had* 
subdued. — Faith and practice, laws and cus- 
toms, even personal appearance and complex- 
ion, became similar* in the course of a few 
centuries, among the victors and vanquished. 

Not so with the Jews. Scattered in small 
parcels throughout many nations, no where 
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fiving under their own laws, and in few pla- 
ces indulged in the free exercise of their reli- 
gion ; urged by general contempt, and even in 
many Christian countries by .shameful oppres* 
sion, to withdraw themselves from notice, by 
assimilating themselves to the natives, among 
whom they dwell ; they have every where 
multiplied under affliction, and have every 
where continued a distinct and separate pcor 
ple t . Why have they thus been exempted 
from the* common fate of nations ? Thev 
have been exempted* that, after having in 
their dispersion, exhibited . to the inhabitants 
of opposite extremities of the earth, a stul 
pendous proof of the power and justice of 
God, they may be restored, at the time prede- 
termined in his counsels, to the perpetual pos- 
session of their native land. . 

There is ''scarcely any topic on which proph- 
ecy is more copious, in the Old Testa- 
ment, than on the final . restoration of the 
twelve tribes of Israel, Our Saviour, when 
he foretells that Jerusalem shall be trodder* 
down bv the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled, Luke xxi. 24, clearly 
implies, that after an appointed time, it should 
revert to its original possessors. St. Paul, in 
perfect harmony with the old prophets, pre- 
dicts the future conversion of the Jews to the 
religion of their crucified Saviour, and the 
powerful and glorious effect which their con- 
version, and re* establishment, will produce m 
opening the eyes of unbelieving nations, and 
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convincing them of the truth of the. Christian 
faith." Roni, si. 

SS23S 

CHAP. XIII. 
Of Job. 

Q. At what time did Job live ? 

A. The precise time in which he lived is 
not known ; but it is generally thought to have 
been in the time of the children of Israel's 
bondage in £gypt. 

Q. In what part of the world did he live ? 

A. In the land of Uz ; situated, it is said, 
in that part of Arabia Deserta, which has to 
ihe north, Mesopotamia and the river Eu- 
phrates ; to the west, Syria, Palestine, and 
Idtimea ; and to the south, the mountains of 
the happy Arabia. 

Q. Of whom was Job a descendant ? 

A. Neither is this ascertained. Perhaps the 
most probable opinion is, that he sprang from 
one of Abraham's sons, by his wife Keturah* 
These sons of Abraham* being sent into the 
east, (Abraham determining to reserve the chief 
patrimony for Isaac,) most pf them settled in 
Arabia ; and for this reason, perhaps it is, that 
the author of his history records of Job, that, 
before his calamities came upon him, he was 
the greatest of all the men of the east, 

Q, What do we learn of Job's character ? 

A. He is declared, by God himself, to have 
been a perfect and upright man ; fearing God, 
and eschewing evil. And we find him, in the 
took of the prophet Esckiel, ranked with No- 
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ah and D^nieL He is also 'mentioned in the 
New-Testament, by the Apostle James, as an 
extraordinary example of patience. 

<$. What was Job's situation ? 

A. He was rich in temporal as well as spir- 
itual blessings : the vastnessof his stock, which 
was the wealth of that nge, consisted of 7000 
sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 
500 she-asses. His family consisted of a wife, 
and seven sons., and three daughters. And 
though, in the midst of his affluence, he pre- 
served his integrity, and persevered in obedi* 
ence to his Maker, God was nevertheless pleas- 
ed to permit him to be reduced to the most 
miserable state of poverty and affliction. 

The Sabeans ran away with his oxen and 
asses; the Chaldeans plundered him. of his 
camels ; a fire from heaven consumed his 
sheep and servants ; a wind overwhelmed his 
children ; and while the sense of these losses 
lay heavy upon his spirits, his body was smit- 
ten with a sore disease ; insomuch, that he who, 
but a few hours before, was the greatest man 
iiVthe country, " in whose presence the young 
men were afraid to appear, and before whom 
the aged stood up," now sits mourning on n 
bed of ashes, an object of distress and pity*. 

4£. How did Job sustain these calamities ? 

A. He bore them with the most exemplary 
patience, and resignation to the divine will. 
Rejecting the impious advice of his wife, ho 
eonfessedthat God was. just and good in afflict* 
irig, as well as in bestowing favours ; and there- 

12 
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fore, in the midst of his sufferings, he blessed 
the name of the Lord. Job i. and ii. 

Q. Had Job any friends who visited him in 
his afflictions ? 

A. He had three, Eliphaz, Bildad, andZo- 
phar ; who, hearing of all this evil that was 
come upon him, came by appointment to see 
him, to mourn with him, and to comfort him. 

Q. What said they to Job in his distress ? 

A. When they saw his extreme misery, 
they lifted up their voice and wept ; and they 
rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust 
upon their heads towards heaven ; and they sat 
with him upon the ground seven days and 
seven nights, and none spake a word unto him ; 
for they saw that his grief was very great. 

After this they each of them spoke bf turns ; 
but in a way which afforded Job no consolation. 
For judging that such afflictions could come 
only from the hand of God, and deeming it in- 
consistent with his infinite justice to afflict 
without cause, and punish without guilt, they 
charged Job with being either a grievous sin* 
ner, or.a great hypocrite, and endeavoured to 
extort a confession from him. But Job, con* 
scious of his sincerity to God, and innocence 
to man, Confidently maintained his integrity ; 
refuted their wicked suggestions, and reproved 
their want of charity. 

During these arguments between Job and 
his friends, there was present a young man 
named Elihu, who, having heard the debates 
on both sides, and disliking both their censo- 
riousness, aad Job's justification of himself, 
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undertook to convince them both, by argu- 
ments drawn from God's unlimited sovereign- 
ty, and unsearchable wisdom, that it was not 
inconsistent with his justice, to lay his afflic- 
tions upon the best and most righteous of the 
sons of men ; and therefore, when such afflic- 
tions cams upon them, it was their duty to 
bear them without murmuring, and to ac- 
knowledge the divine goodness in every dis- 
pensation. 

When each had spoken what he thought 
proper, and there was now a general silence in 
the company, the Lord himself took up the 
matter, and out of a whirlwind directed his 
speech to Job^ and, with a sublime description 
of his wonderful works and infinite wisdom, 
so convinced Job of his inability to understand 
the ways and designs of the Almighty, that, 
with the profoundest humility, he breaks out 
into this acknowledgment : " Behold, I am 
vile ; what shall I answer thee ? I will lay my 
hand upon my mouth. Once have I spoken, 
but I will not answer ; yea, twice, but I will 
proceed no further." This acknowledgment 
pleased God, and he declared himself in favour 
of Job, and against his injurious friends ; and 
hereupon, putting an end to his sufferings, cu- 
red him of all his grievances, and rewarded his 
faith and piety with a portion of earthly 
felicity, double to what he had before, and pro- 
longed bis life beyond the common extent of 
those times. 

Q. By whom was the book of Job written ? 

A. Soj&g suppose it was written by himself, 
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or some of his friends, who were with him in 
his affliction. Others think that the story of 
Job was at first a plain narrative, written in the 
Arabian tongue ; but that Solomon, or some 
other poetical genius like him, gave it a dra- 
matic cast, and, in order to make the subject 
more moving, introduced a set of persons, 
speaking alternately. Some again think it was 
translated by Moses, from Arabic, (in which 
some suppose it was originally written,) or that 
he wrote it entirely by divine inspiration, for 
the support and consolation of his countrymen, 
the Jews, groaning under the pressure of E- 
gyptian bondage ; that, by a proper example, 
he might represent the design of Providence 
in afflicting them, and at the same time give 
them assurance of a release and restoration 
in due time. But though the Writer of it is 
not known, it has always been esteemed of 
canonical authority ; is full of excellent in- 
structions, and is especially^ adapted to admin- 
ister comfort in the day of adversity, and to 
beget in us a confidence in the wisdom and 
goodness of God, in all his dealings with us, 

chap. xrv. 

•9 short account of Biivid, the Psalm is t> 

and King of Ismel. 

Q. At what time was David born ? 
A. In the year of the worfd, about 2919, 
and 1085 before Christ. 

Q. Of whom was he a descendant? 

A. He was a descendant Vof h&fyfa y hh 
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father's name was Jesse, and he . was born at 

Bethlehem, a city of Judah, about six miles 
south of Jerusalem. 

Q. What was David's employment ? 

A, He was a shepherd ; and from that oc- 
cupation was called to the kingdom of Israel. 
Psalms lxxviii- 70. 

Q. Who was king of Israel at this time ? 

A, Saul, the son of Kish, a Benjamite, 
and the first king that was appointed over the 
Hebrews. When Saul, for his disobedience, 
was rejected, Samuel the Prophet was direct- 
ed to anoint one of the sons of Jesse. Da* 
vid's seven elder brethren were presented to 
him, but he was instructed that neither of them 
was the intended sovereign. David wa$ then 
called from the sheep, and, by the direction of 
God, Samuel anointed him to be king over Is* 
rael. 1st Sam. xvi. 6 — 13, 

Q. Did David immediately take possession 
of the kingdom ? 

A, No ; he returned again to his flock ; but 
the Spirit of God rested upon him, and be.- 
gan to qualify him for his future office. He 
soon after accepted the challenge of the giant 
Goliah, the champion of the Philistines, (whQ 
were then at war with the Hebrews,) and in 
single combat, with no weapon but a sling and 
five small stones, slew the giant. After the 
death of Saul, David removed to Hebron, 
whither the princes of Judah came, and made 
him their king. He governed the tribe of Jtu 
dah seven years and six months ; and then thp 
other tribes, on the death of Ishbosheth, (whq 
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had ruled over th^tti since the death of Saul,) 
assembled and made him king over all Israel. 
He then removed to Jerusalem, where he 
reigned Sole monarch of the Jews 33 years. 

Q. What is the character which is given of 
David ? 

A. He was in general very pious and de- 
vout. God himself gave him the exalted 
character of his servant, and a man after his 
own heart. 

Q. Was his character without blemish ? * 

A. No ; in the case of Uriah, as recorded 
in the 11th and 12th chapters of the 2d of 
Samuel, he grievously sinned, and gave greaft 
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blas^ 
pheme. 

Q. Did he repent of this sin"? 

A. He did ; and was assured by Nathan 
the prophet, of the Divine forgiveness ; but 
At the same time was lold that he should be 
chastised for bis iniquity ; which came to pass, 
especially in the afflictions and troubles which 
"he experienced in his own family, 

Q, Was it not David's intention to Il&ve 
built an house for the ark of God, and for the 
celebration of public worship ? 

A* It was ; but the Lord, by Nathan tlip 
prophet, informed him, that though he' approv. 
ed his .good design, yet, that being a man of 
blood, and constantly engaged in wars, he 
was thereby rendered an Improper person to 
be concerned in so sacred an undertaking, but 
that his son and successor should btvtilcj \t f ' ^ 
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Q. Did David make any preparatiqfl ;for 
building the temple before his death ? 

A. He did ; as he perceived his death to 
draw near, he confirmed Stflbmon's enthrone- 
ment, — delivered into his hands .^ model of 
the temple, which had beeiv prescribed to 
him by God, with vast quantities of gold, sil- 
ver, brass, and other materials for the use 
of it. 
• Q. How old was. David when he died ? 

A. In his severity. first year.; He was. thirty 
years old when- -he; began to reign ;. and. he_ 
reigned hi Hebron over Judah. seven year£ 
and six months; and in, Jerusalem > he reigned 
thirty -three years over all Israel and Judah. 
2d Sam. v. 4, 5. He was buried at Jerusa- 
lem, in the city of David. 

Q. At what time did David write his 
Psalms ? " *, -f : . 

A. At different times, and on various oc- 
casions. Some of them wei*e prepared for 
particular solemnities in the Jewish, worship : 
others appear to have been designed, generally, 
to celebrate the glorious perfections of God ; 
and others to have been drawn from the 
Psalmist, by the situations of joy, or of sor- 
row, in which he was successively involved* 
Hence they abound in sentiments of the pu- 
rest devotion ; in grand and animated deserip* 
tions of the works of the Almighty, and of 
his dealings with men ; and in the warmest ef- 
fusions of prayer and praise-, of gratitude and 
thanksgiving, of humble contrition,: and of pi- 
ous hope. They abound also, in the most im~ 



1^8 Catechism of tke Bible. 

jfres^lve and COn$oling predictions atod prom- 
ises. In the Psalms, one greater than David* 
is continually presenting himself, even Christ 
the Redeemer. Divine inspiration so guided 
the Psalmist* that, in many instances, his 
words, at the same time that they referred 
with sufficient precision to the circumstan- 
ces of his oWn life, prefigured, in terms the 
most accurate, and the most sublime, the hu* 
miliation, the sufferings, the triumphant res* 
lirrectionj and the eternal kingdom of the 
Messiah, of whom David was an eminent 
type. The book of Pslams is continually ci- 
ted, as of inspired authority * by our Saviour 
and his apostles ; and the prophetic import of 
many separate passages, illustrated and ex* 
plained* 

CHAP. XV, 
A shott titcdunl \ of Solomon. 

Q. At what time was Solomon born .? 

A. In the year of the world, about 2971$ 
and 1033 before Christ, • .* 

Q. Who were his -patents-? 

A. he was the son of king David, and his 
mother's name Was Bathsheba, formerly the 
wife of Uriah* He was called Solomon, to 
denote his peaceful temper and reign. He 
was also called Jedediah> to mark him the be- 
loved of the Lord. 

Q. Did he succeed his lather David on the 
throne of Israfci ? 
. A. He did; he wy anointed before the 
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death of his father. When about 18 or 20 
years of age, he entered on the sole govern- 
ment of the kingdom. 

Q. Was not Solomon a man of extraordi- 
nary wisdom ? 

A. He was ; and has always .been account- 
ed the wisest man that ever lived. When the 
Lord appeared to him, and offered to grant 
fiim whatever he should ask, he requested 
wisdom, to enable him to govern in a proper 
manner, the people over whom he was placed ; 
atid the Lord, well pleased with his choice, 
told him that he had given him wisdom above 
all men ; and that he had also given him, 
what he had not asked, both riches and hon- 
our. By his trade with Ophir, and other pla^ 
ces, he is said to have made gold and silver 
as common in Jerusalem, as the stones of the 
street. 

Q. At what time did he begin to build the 
temple? 

A. In the fourth year of his reign ; and it 
was finished in seven years and an half; and 
the following year, it was dedicated with 
great solemnity, and with special tokens of 
tl^e Divine favour and acceptance. 

Q. On what spot was the temple built ? 

A. On Mount Moriah ; a hill o» the north- 
east part of Jerusalem, and the very hill on* 
which it is supposed Abraham, as divinely di- 
rected, intended to have sacrificed his son 
Isaac. 

Q. How long did this temple continue ? 
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A. It was several times robbed of its sa> 
cred treasures, and otherwise injured and pro- 
faned; and about 588 years before Christ, it 
was burnt to the ground, having stood up- 
wards of 400 years. 

Q. Was Solomon's a peaceful and prosper- 
ous reign f 

A. The greater part of it was remarkably 
so ; but his abominable conduct in the latter 
part of his life, has marked him with lasting 
disgrace. He gave himself up to the love of 
strange women ; such as were descended 
from idolatrous nations^ and married wives 
from among the Moabites, the Ammonites, 
the Hittites, the Idumeans, and the Sidonians. 
He had 700 wives and 300 concubines ; and 
these seduced him, in his old, age, to the wor- 
ship of their several idols. Provoked at this 
sad apostacy, God sent a prophet to upbraid 
him with his ingratitude, and to pronounce 
this heavy judgment upon him ; that as he 
had revolted from his worship, so the greater 
part of his kingdom should revolt from him, 
and put themselves under the government of 
one of his servants j though not in his days, 
yet in those of his son* and immediate suc- 
cessor : and to itiake him sensible, that this 
judgment began already to operate, he raised 
up several enemies to the disturbance of his 
peace, which, as long as he continued in God's, 
service, he enjoyed without interruption. 
1st Kings xi. 

Q. How long did Solomon reign ? 

A. Forty years ; and he died about fifty- 
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- eight years of age, and was buried in the city" 
^ of David. * ' ' '/" • * 

Q. What are the writings of Solomon ? 

A. Many of the writings of Solomon are 
said to have been lost, during the Babylonish 
captivity. Those which remain, and which 
have been admitted into the canon of Scrip* 
tare, as of Divine authority, are, the book 
of Proverbs, that of Kcclesiastes, and the 
book called the Song of Solomon. The 
last mentioned is generally allowed to have 
been composed by Solomon, as a nuptial po« 
em, on his marriage with the daughter of Pha- 
raoh, king of JEgypt. Most commentators 
have concluded, that in shadowing out things 
divine, by earthly figures, this book has a 
typical reference to the then future connection 
between Christ and the Christian Church; a 
connection, which, in the Psalms, and also in 
the New Testament], is represented, in accom- 
modation to human ideas, under the figurative 
allusion of the closest and most affectionate of 
all human connections, that of marriage. 
Psalms xlv. ; 2d Cor. xi. 2 ; Eph. v. 25—32; 
and Rev. xix. 7, 8. 

The book of Proverbs consists partly of 
maxims of religious instructions, partly of 
lessons of prudence and discretion, drawn up 
conformably to the custom of the East, in a 
pointed and sententious form. . It is said, that 
this book has furnished many heathen authors 
with their brightest sentiments. It is cited in 
various parts of the New Testament. See 
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Lukexiv. 10; Rom, xii. 16/17,20; 1st Pet. 
iv. 8, and 55 ; James iv. 6. 

The book of Ecclesiastes is commonly 
supposed to have been written by Solomon, 
towards the close of his life, when distress and 
anguish had reclaimed him from idolatry. Its 
object is to convince men, that every earthly 
possession is vain in its nature, and necessari- 
ly accompanied with anxiety ; and thence to 
lead them piously to fix their hearts on that 
state,- in which there will be no vanity nor vex- 
ation of spirit. The conclusion is most sol- 
emn and impressive. Fear God and keep his 
commandments ; for this is the whole duty of 
man. For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil. Eccl/ xii. 
13, 14. 

CHAP. XVI, 

Of the Prophets. 

Q. What is to be understood by a Prophet ? 

A. The common meaning of the word is, 
one who foretels future events. Anciently, the 
Prophets were called Seers, on account of the 
extraordinary discoveries which were made' to 
them. 

Q. How did God reveal his mind to his 
Prophets? . 

A. Sometimes bv dreams, voices, and vis- 
ions, and sometimes by an efficacious impres- 
sion of his will on their understanding, and an 
exQitement of their will to declare \t to others, 
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Q. To whom were the ancient Prophets 
sent ? 

A. To the Jewish nation ; but their proph- 
esies relate to other nations also, 

Q. For what purpose were these Prophets 
raised up, and what were the duties of their 
office ? 

A. To give instructions and exhortations 
to the people ; to declare the will of God ; to 
denounce his threatenings and judgments a- 
gainst them, if they persisted in wickedness, 
and to assure them of his gracious favour, if 
they were pbedient to his will; to comfort 
them when . in affliction and captivity, with 
promises of deliverance,, and to denounce the 
judgments of God against their oppressors, 
^hese were among the special objects of the 
prophetical commission. But the tftost npbje 
and important office of prophetic inspiration, 
was to bear testimony to the Messiah, to pre- 
dict his coming, the circumstances of his 
birth, of his life, and of his t &|i9erings; his 
victory over death and the grave, and the pow* 
ers of darkness; the diffusion of his religion 
over the face of the earth ; the final restoration 
of the twelve tribes of Israel to their own 
land, in the faith of the Saviour, whom they 
pierced ; and the complete union of Jews and 
Gentiles, of all countries, tongues and nations, 
into one fold, under one Shepherd. 

Q. Who was the first of these Prophets ? 

A» According to the order in which thejp 
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writings are placed, in the Bible, (which, how- 
ever, is not exact, according to the order of 
time in which they lived, ) the first is Isaiah, 
the son of Amos, 

Q. At what time did he prophecy ? 

A. We learn from himself, in the beginning 
of the first chapter of his book, that he proph- 
esied in the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah, Kings of Judah. It is suppo- 
sed he did not ejiter upon bis office, until to- 
wards the close of Uzziah's reign, about 758 
years before Christ. 

Q. To whom are his predictions addressed ? 

A. Principally to the king^dhi of Judah, : 
jthQiigh he occasionally adverts to the ten tribes. 

Q. What are the principal subjects of his 
prophecy? 

A f He proclaims the impending destruction 
of the Assyrian empire, the utter and perpet- 
ual desolation of Babylon, and the return of 
the people from the Babylonish captivity under 
Cyrus. He particularly describes the birth 
and appearance of the Messiah, and the glo- 
ries of the Christian Church. On these sub- 
jects, he expatiates with such accuracy and 
sublimity, that he has been emphatically de- 
nominated the evangelical prophet. It is said, 
there are more quotations from his book, in 
the New Testament, than from all the other 
prophets. It is supposed he prophesied 45, 
some say 60 years. Whether he was at last 
sawn asunder, as some think, or died a natur- 
al death a is not certain. 
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CHAP. XVII, 

Of the Prophet Jeremiah. 

Q. What account do you give of the prophet 
Jeremiah? 

A. Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, a priest, 
and a native of Anathoth. 

Q. At what time did he prophecy ? 

A. He was' called to the prophetic ministry 
about 628 years before the Christian era, in the 
13th year of the reign of Jbsiah, king of Ju- 
dah. Being very young when called to the' 
work, he desired to be excused; but God 
promised to be with him, and render him as 
bold as if he were a brazen wall, in opposition 
to the wicked princes and people of Judah, 
He continued in the work of his office for up* 
wards of 40 years, until the destruction of Je- 
rusalem by Nebuchadnezzar ; after which, he 
was carried down into Egypt, where he also 
uttered some predictions,. He was often shame- 
fully abused by his own people. Where, or in 
what manner, he died, is not known. In the 
book of his prophecies, he particularly de- 
scribes the Babylonian captivity ; the precise 
time pf its continuance, (Jer. xxv. 11;) the 
restoration of the Jews ; the destruction of 
Babylon, and some other nations : and he also 
describes many circumstances respecting the 
birth and offices of the Messiah. Besides his 
book of prophecies, he composed a book call- 
ed his Lamentations, written on the occasion 
of the destruction of Jerusalem. His style is 
much enlivened with figures; and, especially in 
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his Lamentations, is in the -highest degree ten- 
der and pathetic. Jeremiah is particularly 
mentioned and quoted in the New Testament; 
Matth. ii. 17, and xvi. 14, 

CHAP. XVIII. 
Of the Prophet Ezckiel. 

Q. What do we learn concerning the prophet 
Ezekiel ? 

A. He was the son of Buzi, and was carried 
captive to Babylon with Jehoiachin, king of 
Judaic He prophesied the same things at Bab- 
, ylon, that Jeremiah did at Jerusalem. He fore- 
told the taking of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans ; 
the flight of Zedekiah ; the putting out of his 
eyes; his imprisonment and death at Babylon, 
(Ezek. xii. 13 ;) the carrying away of the re- 
mainder of the Jews into captivity ; the deso- 
lation of their country: and the many calami-, 
ties which should befall them for their iniqui- 
ties. But to those of the captivity, who, a- 
voiding those iniquities, endeavoured to keep 
themselves steady and faithful in God's ser- 
vice ; God, by the mouth of his prophet, prom- 
ised to became a sanctuary in a strange .coun- 
try, and to bring them back again unto the 
land of Israel, where they should flourish iu 
peace and righteousness, and once more be- 
come his people, and he their. God, Ez. xi, 20. 

The prophecies of Ezekiel are darkened by 
mysterious visions, and set forth under various 
emblems. They contain many things yet to 
be accomplished. Of some parts, however, as I 
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©f the destruction of the Ammonites, Moab- 
ites, Philistines, and other countries, by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, the accomplishment was speedy ; 
and to the irrecoverable desolation of Tyre, 
according to his predictions, many ages have 
borne witness. Ezek. xxvii. and xxviii. 
St. John, in the book of Revelations, appears 
to allude in a pointed manner to EzekieL 
Compare Rev. xix. 17, to the end, and xx. 8, 

9, with Ezek. xxxviii. and xxxix. to 20. * 

Ezekiel prophesied upwards of 20 years. Of 
the time and manner of his death, we have no 
certain account. 

mania 

CHAP. XIX. 

Of the Prophet Daniel. 

Q. Who was the prophet Daniel ? 

A , He was of the royal house of Judah, and, 
together with his three friends Hananiah, Mi- 
shael and Azariah, was carried away to Baby* 
Ion by Nebuchadnezzar, in the first captivity 
of Judah, which happened in the reign of king 
Jehoiakim. about 606 years before Christ. 

Q. How was Daniel treated in Babylon ? 

A. In consequence of his wisdom and in» 
tegrity, he was, by Nebuchadnezzar and hit 
successors, advanced to the highest offices in 
Hthe Babylonian empire. Amid the ensnaring 
allurements of his exalted station, he exhib* 
ited, for the instruction of future ages, a glo- 
rious example of active and unshakep piety, 
and of stedfast obedience to the commands 

of God, to defiance of all pergonal haprd, 
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and of the vain suggestions of worldly wis- 
dom. 

Q. WUs not this Daniel cast into a den bf 
lions ? 

A. He was. 

Q. What were the circumstances of this ? 

A. Darius the Mede, coming to the throne 
of Babylon, constituted Daniel the third ruler 
in it, and intended to make him deputy gov- 
ernor over the whole realm. But die heathen 
presidents and princes hated him for his reli- 
gion, and were enraged at his promotion ; and 
therefore were determined, if possible, to de» 
stroy him. 

Q. How did they proceed? 

A. Despairing to find any thing blamable 
in his conduct, except concerning his religion, 
they craftily persuaded king Darius to enact 
an unalterable law, that whosoever should, for 
the space of thirty days, ask any favour from 
any God or man, besides the king himself, 
should be cast into the den of lions, to be torn 
in pieces. 

Q. Was Daniel acquainted with this de- 
cree ? 

A. Yes; he knew the decree was made 
and signed by the king. 

Q. How did he conduct himself after this ? 

A. Though he was not ignorant that this 
wicked contrivance was designed to ensnare 
him, he nevertheless continued his usual 
course of paying his adorations to God, three 
times a day, with his windows open towards 
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Jerusalem, according to the custom of his 
nation.* 

Q. What followed after this ? 

A. His enemies, who were watching him, 
having caught him in the act of prayer,, ac- 
cused him to the king, and desired that the 
sentence of the law might immediately be ex- 
ecuted upon him. Darius, grieved for Dan- 
iel, did what he could to deliver him ; but all 
was in vain, as the royal laws of the Medes 
and Persians were unalterable. The king, 
therefore, ordered him to be cast into the den 
of lions ; but at the same time expressed to 
Daniel his confidence, that the God whom he 
served continually, would deliver him. Dan- 
iel was accordingly cast into the den of lions, 
but they were divinely restrained from doing 
him any injury* 

The king, who could sleep none that 
night, by reason of his grief and anxiety for 
Daniel, came early the next morning to the 
den, and with a mournful voice called to Dan- 
iel, and asked him, if his God had been able 
to deliver him from the lions ? He answered, 
that his God had sent his angel, and stopped 

* It is sard to have been a constant custom among theJews, 
for those that were in the country, 01 in any distant land, to 
turn themselves towards Jerusalem ; and for those that were 
at Jerusalem, to turn towards the temple, when (hey prayed* 
The probable reason of this might be, the words of SolorooB, 
in his prayer to God, at the consecration of the temple. If 
thy people, when led away captive, pray unto thee towards 
their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city 
which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built 
for tbv name ; then health ou their prayer, &c. 1 Kings viii« 
48, 49. - 
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the mouths t>f the lions, so that they had not 
hurt him. 

Then the king, having caused Daniel to be 
taken out of the den, ordered that his accusers, 
with their wives and children, should all be 
cast into it, where thfc lions fell upoh them, 
and instantly destroyed them : Whereupon 
the king decreed, that the God, whom Darnel 
worshipped, and who had thus wonderfully 
preserved him, should be honoured and fear- 
ed throughout his dominions. Dan. vi. 

Q. Was Daniel living, when the Jews, un- 
der the reign of Cyrus, returned to their na- 
tive land 2 

A. He was ; but being then nearly ninety 
years of age, he probably remained in Babylon. 

Q. What do you observe concerning the 
predictions of Daniel ? 

A. His predictions relate principally to the 
four great empires, which succeeded each oth- 
er ; the Assyrian, the Persian, the Grecian and 
the Roman. He also predicted the precise 
time of the coming of the Messiah ; (Daniel 
ix. 24 ;) the rise and duration of Antichrist ; 
the final triumph and universal prevalence of 
the .Christian religion! To the celebrated 
wisdom of Daniel, a memorable testimony is 
giv^n by Ezekiel, who prophesied at the same 
time ; Ezek. xxviii. 3 ; in whose predictions 
also, the Supreme Being himself declares 
Daniel's extraordinary righteousness ; Ezek, 
xiv. 14, 18, 20. To which may be added, 
the attestation of our Saviour. Matth. xxiv. 
15 ; M?irk xiii. 14. 
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CHAP. XX. 
Of tfie Prophet Hosea. 

Q. What account do you give of the proph- 
et Rosea ? 

A. Hosea, the son of Beeri, prophesied at 
the- same time with Isaiah. See Hosea i. 1, 
and Isai. i. 1. It is said, he continued to be a 
prophet at least seventy years/ His prophe- 
cies were addressed, in part, to Judah ; but 
principally to Israel. He speaks positively of 
the captivity of the ten tribes, and sharply re- 
proves thepn for their wickednsss and idolatry. 
He foretels that the kingdom of Judah should 
subsist for some time after that of the ten 
tribes, but that that also should be dissolved, 
and the; people, be carried away into captivity ; 
but predicts their future restoration. Jn sev- 
eral instances, his prophecies are supposed to 
relate to the coming of the Messiah, and the 
^blessings of Christianity. His book has the ex- 
press sanction of the New Testament. Matt, 
ii, 15, and ix. 13. Rom. ix. 25, 26. 



CHAP. XXI. 

Of the Prophet Joel. 

Q. What do we learn concerning the proph- 
et Joel? 

A. Joel, the son of Pethuel, was probably 
cotemporaiy with Hosea, but the exact time in 
which he lived is hot ascertained. His proph- 
ecies were directed to the kingdom of Judah. 

L 
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He foretells the invasion of the land of Judah, 
bv the Chaldeans, and the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, by the Romans. He calls and invites 
the people to repentance and fasting, arid prom- 
ises mercy and forgiveness to those that will 
obey the call. He speaks of the pouring out 
of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh, and relates 
what glorious things God would do for his 
church, in the times of the Gospel. He also 
is cited by the writers of the New Testament. 
Compare Acts ii. 16, and Rom. x. 13, with 
Joel ii. 28, 29—32. 

CHAP. XXII. 

Of the Prophet Amos. 

Q. What do you say of the prophet Amos ? 

A. He was originally an herdsman of Te- 
koah, a city belonging to Judah. He lived in 
the days of Uzziah, king of Judah, and of Jer- 
oboam, the second king of Israel. He begins 
his prophecies with threatenings against the 
neighbouring nations, that were enemies to Is- 
rael ; then reproves the people of Israel and 
Judah, for their idolatry and other sins ; ex- 
horts them to repentance, and foretels their cap- 
tivity, and other heavy judgments of God : 
And at last speaks of the restoration of the 
churches among the Jews, and the happy ac- 
cession of the Gentiles, in the Christian church. 
Amos is twice quoted in the Acts of the A- 
postles. Compare Acts vii. 42, 43, with A- 
mos v. 25, 26, and Acts xv. 15 — 17, with A- 
rtios ix. 11, 12. 
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CHAP. XXIII, 
Of the frophet Obadiah. 

Q. What is the information which may be 
obtained concerning Obadiah ? 

A. The period in wKich he delivered his 
short prophecy, is not known. Some think he 
•was cotemporary with Hosea. Joel, and Amos ; 
but others, perhaps with more probability, sup- 
pose his prophetic office to have been exercised 
in the early part of the Babylonian captivity. 
He severely reprehends the conduct of the E- 
do mites, in rejoicing over, and helping forward 
the destruction of the Jews; and forete^s their 
ruin, and the restoration of the Jews. 



CHAP, XXIV. 
Of the Prophet Jonah. 

Q> What account have we of Jonah ? 

A. He was the son of Amittai, a prophet of 
Gath-hepher, in Galilee. 2Kingsxiv.25. He 
appears to have lived in the reign of Jeroboam, 
the -second of that name, who was king of Isra- 
eL above 800 years; before Christ. ' The book 
of Jarrah relates the prophetic commission giv- 
en to him against Nineveh ; his refusal to tip* 
dertake it ; his punishment and deliverance ; 
the repentance of the Ninevites ; the mortifi- 
cation of Jonah at having been charged with 
prophetic threatenings, the accomplishment of 
which had been thus averted ; and the conde- 
scending expostulations of the Supreme Be- 
ing with the angry prophet. 
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Q. Was not this the prophet Jonah, of whom 
our Saviour says, that he was three days and 
three nights in the whale's belly ? 

A. The very same. 

Q. Will you give some account of that re- 
inarkablc event, together with Jonah's mission 
to Nineveh, &c. ? 

A. Nineveh, at the time when Jonah was 
sent to it, was the metropolis of the Assyrian 
jempire, and one of the largest and most an- 
cient cities in the world. According to the 
best chronologers, it was built not long after 
the flood, and very soon after the' tower of 
Babel, by Nimrod, grand son of Ham, the son 
of Noah, (but others say it was built by Ash- 
ur, the son of Shem. ) It was afterwards great- 
ly enlarged by Ninus, and from him it receiv- 
ed the name of Nineveh. It was situated up- 
on the banks of the Tigris, and was, it is said, 
about 21 miles long, and 9 miles broad. Of 
the number of its inhabitants, we may form 
an idea from the six score thousand children, 
who could not discern between their right 
hand and their left ; for, according to a propor- 
tionate computation, there must have been in 
the whole, above 600,000 persons. 

To thistcity, God ordered the prophet Jo- 
nah to go, and warn the inhabitants of their ap- 
proaching destruction. 

Q. Was not Jonah unwilling to go to Nin- 
eveh, with this message ? 

A. It appears, that he was very unwilling. 

Q. What was the reason of this ? 

A, The reason suggested by himself was, 
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the superabundant mercy of God. which he 
foresaw would be moved to pity, at the pray- 
ers and tears of the people : and therefore he 
remoustrated^thus ; I pray thee, O Lord, was 
not this my saying, when I was yet in my 
country ? therefore I fled before unto Tarshish* 
For I knew that thou art a gracious God and 
merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness, 
and repentest thee of the evil, Jonah iv. 2. 
The true reason, however, for his declining 
this errand, probably was, the hardship and 
difficulty of the undertaking, and the great un- 
certaintv of its success. 

An eminent historian represents Jonah, as 
saying thus with himself: " I am less than the 
least of the prophets, and how then can I ex* 
pect that* the people of so great and opulent a 
city, wili give any attention to my preaching ? 
that they will not rather, take the alarm, and 
fall itpon me, and slay me, when I come to 
tell them, that their ruin and destruction is so 
near, approaching? I'll get quit of this dan- 
gerous affair, therefore, as well as I can, 
and, because I conceive that the spirit of 
prophecies, (which upon this account makes 
me so uneasy,) will not pursue me, after I am 
gone out of the holy land, 111 make the best 
of my way into Cilicia; for, when I have got 
at some distance from Judea, God perhaps 
may think no more of sending me, but may 
find him out some other prophet, that is bet* 
ter qualified for this purpose." But how vam 
the attempt to flee from the presence of the 
Lord, we may learn from the case of Joaahj 
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in which was strikingly exemplified that dec- 
laration of the Psalmist, Psalms exxxix. 9, 
10, " If I take the wings of the morning, and . 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even 
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right, 
hand shall hold me." 

Jonah entered on bpard a ship at Joppa, (a . 
sea-port on the west of Canaan, about 34 miles 
from Jerusalem,) for Tarshish. But a storm, 
quickly arose, which raged so furiously, as to 
threaten them with immediate destruction. « 
Jonah being asieep f the mariners awoke him, 
and bid him call upon his God for help. Judg- 
ing that this storm was sent upon them, in 
consequence of some very great crime of 
some of the crew, they, (according to the cus- \ 
torn of the heathens, whenever they. were in 
any great distress,) cast lots* to determine for ; 
whose sake this dreadful storm was upon 
them. The lot fell upon Jonah. He imme- 
diately owned, that he was a Jew, who wor- 
shipped the God of heaven ; and not only a 
Jew, but a prophet likewise, who had been or- 
dered to go to Nineveh, but was now endeav- 
ouring to flee from the Divine presence ; thai 
since he found it impossible to do that, and as 
every one's life, upon his account, was in such 
imminent danger, he wished them to throw him . 
overboard into the sea, as the only way to ap- 
pease the storm. With reluctance, the sea- 
men at last did it, whereupon there immedt- , 
ately ensued a calm ; which so affected the 
crew, that they offered a sacrifice to the Lord, • 
and made vows. 
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But we are told, the' Lord h^d "prepared a 
large fish, to swallow up Jonah ; and he was 
in the fish's belly three days and three nights,; 
There he earnestly ^ prayed to the Lord, at 
whose command the fish vomited him alive 
on the dry land. Jonah ii. His order to go 
and warn the Ninevites of their approaching 
destruction, was immediately renewed; and. 
Jonah, no longer disputing the Divine com- 
mand, hasted to Nineveh, and began to deliv- 
er his message. 

Q. What was the purport of hi3 message? ■ ' 

A, That within 40 days Nineveh should be 
overthrown, or destroyed. -'Jonah iii. 4. 

Q. What effect did it have upon the inhab- 
itants? 

A. Believing this message to be sent from 
God, a general fast was proclaimed, by order 
of the king, for mail and beast; and all were 
directed to call mightily upon God. And God, 
seeing their repentance and reformation, re* 
pented of the evil that he had said he would 
do unto them % and forbore to execute his ven- 
geance upon them, which had been but con* 
ditiorially threatened. At this, Jonah was 
much displeased, as fearing, perhaps, it might 
bring some disgrace upon the prophetic office. ' 
He expressed a wish to die, rather than live, 
and see his prediction unfulfilled. After some 
expostulations with his Maker, he retired with* 
out the city, and having built him a booth, he 
sat under the cover of it, to see what the end 
would be. While he was here, God caused 
a gourd to spring up quickly, which, by its 



1 28 Catechism of the Bille* • 

spreading leaves, so shaded his booth from the 
heat of the sun, that it pleased him much ; 
but the next day, a worm having bitten its 
root, it suddenly withered, which so fretted 
the impatient man, that he angrily -wished to 
die ; and a,verred to God himself, that he was 
right in so doing. Upon this, God took oc- 
casion to expostulate with him, and bid him 
consider,«that if he had pity on the short-lived 
gourd, which came up in one night, and per- 
ished in another, there certainly was far more 
reason^ that he, their Maker,, should pity the. 
penitent inhabitants of Nineveh, where there. 
Ayere so many infants, who never had offended, 
and also much cattle. 

Q. Must we not consider Jonah's preserva-. 
tion in the fish's belly, and his deliverance 
from it,, a miracle ? 

A. Certainly it was a very notable miracle, 

Q. What ends may we suppose it was in- 
tended to answer ? 

A. It might be intended to answer several 
important purposes : as, first,, to punish the 
prophet for his perverseness, the storm might 
have been sent, and he, under the direction of 
Providence, thrown overboard, and swallowed 
up by this sea monster ; and though he was 
indeed miraculously preserved, yet what no- 
tions the prophet himself had of this strange 
habitation, where, as he says, the floods com- 
passed him about, and the waves and billows 4 
passed over him, we may learn from his medi- 
tations in the deep, when he cried, by reason of 
his affliction, to the Lord, and he heard him# 
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And we find that it had this good effect upon 
him, that it made him obedient to the divine 
call. It might also be a means of converting 
the mariners, when they came to hear the ac- 
count of his wonderful deliverance : and when 
the people of Nineveh heard Jonah preach a- 
bout their streets, and threatening their city 

k with so dreadful a destruction „ they would na- 
turally inquire who that person was* and by 

, whose authority it was, that he took so much 
upon him ; and their inquiries might lead to a 
knowledge of this wonderful miracle, and which 

I consequently would give more weight and au» 

j thority to the predictions of the prophet, and 

I dispose the people seriously to attend to him. 

I But the most important design of this miracle, 
doubtless, was that which our blessed Saviour 
suggests, Matth. xii. 39, 40 ; namely, to pre- 

| figure his own resurrection. An evil and adU& s 
terous generation, says he, seekelh after a sign* 
and there shall no sign be given it but the sign 
of Jonas the prophet ; for as Jonas was, three 
days and three nights in the whale's belly, so 
shall the Son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth. 

Such is briefly the account of the prophet 
Jonah ; of his mission to Nineveh ; the effect • 
of his preaching to them ; and God's merciful- 
ly averting their threatened destruction. The 
history is. calculated to afford us several impor- 
tant and interesting lessons of instruction : as, 
first, that even at the time when the Jewish na- 
tion were God's peculiar people, and favoured 
above all others, yet he w$s not wholly regard- 
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less of other nations, but showed himself to be 
the God of the gentiles, or heathen, also. The 
Ninevites had become corrupt, and abomina- 
ble for their wickedness, and had wearied out 
the patience and long forbearance of the Al- 
mighty. Yet, ere he determined upon their 
destruction, he sent a prophet from the land of 
Israel, to apprize them of their danger, and 
the awffll ruin which hung over them, and was 
ready to fall upon them. Forty days respite 
only was allowed by the divine prediction ; and 
no assurance was given, that any repentance 
or reformation of theirs could avert the threat- 
ened storm of vengeance, or longer delay the 
long-merited punishment. Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown, was the sub- 
stance of the mission, the unqualified declara- 
tion of the prophet, and the purport of the 
alarming sermon which he solemnly pronoun- 
ced in the streets of that large and opulent city. 
But though thus peremptory and unqualified 
the prophetic declaration of Nineveh*s over- 
throw ; yet, at the same time that the people 
believed the prophet, they still saw some rea- 
son to hope that they might escape the threat- 
ened ruin. But they also justly concluded, that 
their only hope was in repentance and refor- 
mation $ and to this, therefore, they applied 
themselves with the greatest sincerity, and 
without delay ; fasting in sackcloth and ashes, 
and calling mightily upon God : For who can 
tell, said they, if God will turn and repent, and 
turn away from his fierce anger, that we per* 
ish not ? Though the prophet, in his preach* 
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iog, gave them no room to hope for so favour- 
able an issue, yet they might reason in this way. 

It is true, we are sentenced to destruction, 
and a sense of our great wickedness must con- 
vince us that the sentence is just. But if the 
sentence was irrevocable, why should God ap- 
prize us of it beforehand ? why would he not cut 
us off at once in the midst of our crimes and se- 
curity ? and why, especially, has he given us a 
forty days respite? Why should he warn us so 
long before, of dangers and calamities which . 
cannot be avoided ? This would be anticipa- 
ting the time prescribed for the execution of 
his vengeance, illy agreeing with the character 
of an infinitely good and merciful God* Ra- 
ther may \yc not humbly hope* that this long 
suffering, this previous warning, is intended to 
give us a space for, and to lead us to repent- 
ance, The declaration indeed seems to be 
positive, but may there not be a condition im- 
plied and secretly intended ? At any rate, 
there can be no hope for us, but in repentance. 
Let us, therefore, have recourse to it without 
delay ; and who can tell whether God will be 
merciful to us, that we perish not?. Such 
flight have been the reasoning of the people of 
Nineveh, on receiving the prophetic declara-, 
tion of the prophet Jonah. They did repeat, 
and God was entreated, and repented of the 
evil that he had said he would do unto them, 
and he did it not. 

From this we may learn, that the threat- 
i enings of the Almighty, (and it is the same 
also with his promises,) are often conditional, 
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even when the condition is not expressed.* 
And it teaches us the great efficacy of humili- 
ty and true repentance, in averting the divine 
displeasure, and restoring sinners to his love 
and favour. A forty days space was all that 
was allowed to the Ninevites, from the first 
day of Jonah's preaching to them. But that 
term, many times told, has been afforded to us, 
and under far greater light and advantages, 
than they enjoyed. And yet perhaps the ef- 
fect has not been produced upon us* We, ma- 
ny of us, still remain impenitent and unre- 
claimed, under the light of the glorious Gos- 
pel, and all the important advantages of the 
Christian dispensation, where threatenings and j 
warnings of impending dangers, are accompa- 
nied with express declarations and promises i 
of the Divine favour and mercy to all, who 
obediently listen to his calls and admonitions. 

Surely, then, the goodness of God should | 
lead us to repentance* and constrain us to turn 
and devote ourselves to his service, who thus 
waits upon us with so much long suffering, and 
loving kindness. To thejr fasting, humilia- 
tion, and repentance, the Ninevites were direct r 
ed, by the decree of the king, to call mightily 
upon God. Prayer should always accompany- 
penitence and contrition, and is a good evi- 
dence of its sincerity. It has always been 
found a means prevalent with God : he turneth 
him to the prayer of the poor and destitute, atnd 
despiseth not their desire ; and if we call upon 
him in the day of trouble, he has promised he 
will hear and deliver us, and we shall glorify 
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him. Thus the men of Nineveh found it to 
be; and thus shall every penitent, supplicating 
sinner, find it. 

u We by devotion borrow from his throne, 
"And almost make Omnipotence our own.'* 

The last observation which I shall make up- 
on the subject, is that which is suggested by 
our Saviour* where he says, the m«n of Nine- 
veh ^hall rise up in judgment with this genera- 
tion and condemn it, because they repented at 
the preaching of Jonas ; and behold, a greater 
than Jonas is here. Here we are taught, that, 
according to our privileges, and the improve- 
ment which we make of them, will be the final 
issue with respect to us in the last day. May 
we duly consider these things, and know, in 
this our day of merciful visitation, the things 
which belong to our peace. 

CHAP. XXV. 

Of the Prophet Micah. 

Q. What do we learn concerning the prophet 
Micah? 

A. Micah lived a little before the destruc- 
tion of Samaria. Micah i. 1. * 

Q. To whom were his prophecies directed ? 

A. He prophesied both against Israel and 
Judah ; foretold the captivity of those king- 
doms, and the destruction of their Assyrian op- 
pressors. He foretold the birth-place of the 
Messiah, and the exaltation of his dominion 
over the whole earth. Chap. iv. and v. His 

M 
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language is extremely energetic, as well aa 
beautiful. A reference to one of his prophe- 
cies, when it had been delivered above 100 
years, saved the life of Jeremiah. Jer. xxvi. 
17 — 24. Micah's prophecy is several times 
referred to in the New Testament. Matth. iu 
5, 6. John vii. 42. 



CHAP. XXVI. 
Of the Prophet JVaftiMi. 

Q. What account have we of the prophet 
&ahum ? - - 

A. The time when he lived is doubtful ; but 
it is supposed it was in the reign of Hezekiah. 

Q. What is the subject of his book ? 

A. After a sublime description of Jehovah, 
the great subject of his short prophecy is the 
*uin of Nineveh. This is described in language 
the most animated, glowing, and sublime. 
, Q. How am I to understand this prophecy 
of the destruction of Nineveh, when we learn 
that Nineveh was spared in consequence of 
their repentance under the preaching of Joftah ? 

A. The destruction of Nineveh was indeed 
put off in consequence of the repentance and 
prayers of the people at that time. But they 
relapsed into their former wickedness ; and a- 
bout 250 (some say only 200} years after, it 
was utterly destroyed by the Medes and Per- 
sians, according to the prediction of the prophet 
Nahum. Nah. iii. 

Q, Was this city ever rebuilt ? 

A. It was not ; but another was built near 
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it, which continued till the first ages of Chris- 
tianity ; but at present there is scarce a vestige . 
remaining of either the one or the other. 

CHAP. XXVll. 
Of the Prophet Habakkuk. 

Q. What account do you give of the prophet 
Habakkuk? 

A. He is supposed to have been cotempora* 
ry with Jeremiah*' 

Q. What is the purport of his prophecy ? 

A. In his first chapter, he foretells the de- 
struction of Judea, and the countries around, 
by the Chaldeans. In the second, he foretells 
the overthrow of the Chaldeans for their op- 
pression and murder of others ; and speaks of 
ihe salvation to be wrought at the appointed 
time for the people of God, when the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea. In the third, he, in 
a most lofty manner, celebrates God's former 
appearances for Israel, in bringing them thro' 
the Red Sea, giving them his law, &c. ; and 
concludes, triumphantly rejoicing in God his 
Saviour. The writers of the New Testament 
frequently quote the book of Habakkuk. Acts 
xiti. 41. liom. i. 17. Heb. x. 37, 3$. 

CHAP. XXVIIL 
Of the Prophet Zephaniah t 
Q, At what time die}. Zephaniah prophesy ? 
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A. He prophesied in the reign of Josiah, 
king of Judah.- Zeph. i. 1. 
• Q. What are the subjects of his prophecy ? 

A. He foretells, in an impressive manner, 
the punishment of his idolatrous countrymen, 
and some of the neighbouring nations, together 
with the destruction of Nineveh-; and con- 
cludes with consoling promises of v the final 
restoration of the Jews under the Gospel cove- 
nant. It is not certain that this prophet is spe- 
cifically quoted in the New Testament, 

CHAP. XXIX. 
Of the Prophet 11 a g get i. 

Q. What do we learn concerning the -prophet 
Haggai ? 

A. He, with the two other remaining proph- 
ets, Zechariah and Makchi, flourished after 
the return of the Jews -From the Babylonian 
captivity. Haggai began} his public work of 
prophesying about 17 years after the return 
from Babylon* He reproves his countrymen N 
for their eagerness to decorate their own habi- 
tations, instead of exerting themselves in the 
re-edification of the temple ; excites and en- 
courages them, in the name of the Almighty-, 
to restore the sacred edifice ; and solemnly as- 
sures them, that this latter house should be 
crowned with glory greater than that of the 
former, by being honoured with the presence 
of the long-expected Messiah, the desire of all 
nations. .Haggai is quoted by St. Paul in his 
epistle to the Hebrews, xii. 26. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

Of the Prophet Zeehariah. 

Q. What information may we obtain ctfn* 
cerning the prophet Zeehariah ?• 

A. Zeehariah was cotemporary with Hag* 
gai ; and, with him, mightily encouraged the 
Jews in their building of the second temple, 
The effect produced by the prophesying of 
these two prophets, is described by Efcra, ch> 
v, i. and vi. 14, • 

Under various emblems and figurative rep- 
resentations, Zeehariah predicts the future 
prosperity of his countrymen., and their union 
with gentile nations, under the blessed govern- 
ment of Christ. He is repeatedly cited in the 
New Testament. Matth. xxi, 4, 5, and xxyi, 
31. Mark xiv, 27* Joha xii, 15, and six, 37, 
Rev. 17, 

CHAP. xxxr. 
Of the Prophet Malachi. 

Q. What account do you give of the prophet 
Malachi ? 

A. Malachi lived jabout 400 years before 
Christ, and was the la$t of the Jewish proph- 
ets. He was evidently subsequent to Haggai 
and Zeehariah ; for he speaksof the temple as 
jebuilt., and the sacrifices as performing. 

Q. What are the subjects of his prophecy? 

A. He reprehends both the priests and the 
people for their .disregard of God and his laws > 
foretells punishments to the wicked, and *ep* 

M2 
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orapense to the righteous ; announces the com- 
ing of the Messiah, "the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, with healing in his wings," and of his 
forerunner, John the Baptist, to prepare his 
way, and preach repentance in the spirit and 
power of Elijah. He closes the sacred vol- 
ume with a solemn command faithfully to ob- 
serve the law of Moses until the manifestation 
of the .promised Redeemer. The writers of 
the New Testament often quote this prophet. 
Matth. xi. 10, 14. Mark L.2. Luke i. 16. 
Rom. ix. 13, &c. 

Q. What evidence have we of the divine 
inspiration of the prophets ? 

A. That the prophets were divinely inspi- 
red, the speedy accomplishment of many of 
their predictions, attested to their own con- 
temporaries. To us, who live after the lapse 
of numerous ages, in which so many addition- 
al predictions have been verified ; who know 
that the great Redeemer has suffered, and per- 
formed what they only foretold ; who see at 
this moment the predictions delivered by Mo- 
ses, the earliest of the prophets, nearly 4000 
years ago, verifying in every quarter of the 
world, in the fate of the Jews, ^'scattered a- 
mong all people, from one end of the earth to 
the other ; an astonishment, and a proverb, and 
a bye- word, among all nations :" — to us, the 
kind of evidence which was bestowed on those 
who lived in the time of the prophets, in a de- 
gree sufficiently convincing, comes with an ac- 
cumulation of force, irresistible to every thing 
but ignorance or obduracy. 
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To the inspiration of the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament in general, those of the New 
give the fullest testimony. " Prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man ; but holy 
jnen of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost." 2 Pet i, 21. "God, at sundry 
times, and in divers manners, spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets." Heb. 
L 1. " If they hear not Moses and the proph- 
ets, neither will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead." Luke xvi. 31. " Begin- 
ning at Moses, and all the prophets, he (Christ) 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures, the 
things concerning himself." Luke xxiv. 27. 
u All things must be fulfilled, which were writ- 
ten in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in. the Psalms, concerning me." Luke 
xxiv. 44. 

Q. What do you say concerning the Apoc- 
ryphal books ? 

A. They are not received by the protestant 
Christian Church as of Divine authority. But 
though human compositions, from the perusal 
of them much religious instruction may be 
drawn, particularly from the books of Eccle- 
siasticus, Wisdom, and the Maccabees, 
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CHAPTER L 

Of the JVew? Testament, or Gospel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Question. xlOW came the ancient dispen- 
sation, or law of Moses, {which is called an 
everlasting covenant, a statute, or ordinance 
for ever,) to be suspended by the Gospel, or 
dispensation of Jesus Christ ? 

Answer. In answer to this, it should be ob- 
served, that the laws given to Moses, and by 
him to the Jews, were of several kinds ; viz* 
moral, ceremonial, and judicial, The moral, 
which considered them as me n, contained their 
duty to God, their neighbours, and themselves. 
The ceremonial, which considered them as a 
church, regarded their purifications, their sac* 
rifices, and other rites of religious worship ; 
and the judicial, which considered them as a. 
commonwealth, had respect to their conduct, 
and different conditions in life, to damages, 
punishments, and other civil matters,* With 

* It has been observed, that the different manner of de- 
livering the three laws, mora!, ceremonial, and judicial, may 
give us a just notion concerning the different nature of 
them. The ten commandments, or moral law, was deliver- 
ed on the top of a mountain, and in the face of the whole 
world, as it were, to signify that it was of universal influ- 
ence, and obliged all mankind j but the wtnwniai w*j r#. 
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respect to the moral law, it is so far from be- 
ing repealed, that it is much enforced, and 
highly exalted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The ceremonial precepts being of positive in- 
stitution, aod of a typical nature, were there- 
fore never prescribed as of perpetual obliga- 
tion, but only as figures of things then to 
come. These, therefore, naturally ceased, and 
were done away, when the reality came ; the 
person and offices of Jesus Christ being the 
things which they were intended to show forth. 
And as to the judicial laws of the Jews, the#e 
were peculiar to their country and nation only ; 
and at the dissolution of their state. and govern- 
ment, ceased of course. And therefore, when 
any of these latter sort are said to be appointed 
for ever, the phrase for ever must imply (as it 
often does) no more than a periodical duration 
limited according to the nature of the thing, 
and the will of the law-giver. 

Q. What am L to understand by the Gos- 
pel ? 

A. The meaning of the word is, good ti- 
dings ; but generally it is understood as com- 
prehending the history of the conception, birth, 
life, death, resurrection, and doctrines of our 

ceived by Moses in private, in the tabernacle, which may 
'Suggest to us, that it was of a peculiar concern, that belong- 
ed to the Jews only, and whs to cease when the tabernacle 
was down 4 and when (lie veil of the temple was rent. And 
as to the judicial law, U was neither so pubKcly and audibly 
give'n as the moral law, nap yet so privately as the ceremo- 
nial; thereby to intimate, that this kind of law is of an indif- 
ferent nature, and either may be observed, or not, according 
as its rules suit with the place ami government, under which 
We live, • ■ 
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Saviour Jesus Christ : to which we may add 
the acts and writings of his holy Apostles. In 
these are contained the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God, and the free offers of his 
grace and truth to mankind. In these, life and 
immortality are brought to light, and the way 
of salvation, through the mercy of God and 
the merits of Christ, fully revealed. This is 
properly called the Gospel,— the New Cove- 
nant — and the New Testament of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Q. How* many parts, or books, does the 
New Testament contain ? 

A. Four Gospels ; the Acts of the Apostles ; 
fourteen Epistles by St. Paul ; one by St. 
James ; two by St. Peter ; three by St. John ; 
and one by St. Jude ; besides the Revelation 
4f St. John the Divine. 



CHAP. II. 
Of St. John the Baptist 

Q. Who were the parents of St. John the 
Baptist ? 

A. John the Baptist was the son of an aged 
. priest, of the name of Zacharias, and his 
mother's name was Elizabeth. 

Q. Had his parents any children before ?. 

A. No; and they were now both far ad- 
vanced in years. 

Q. Had Zacharias any previous notice of 
the birth of this son ? « 

A. He had ; . for as he was ministering in 
his course, and offering incense at the ajt$r of 
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the temple, the angel Gabriel was sent to him 
from God, to assure him, that his wife Eliza- 
beth should bear him a son ; and at the same 
time directed that his name should be John. 
Zacharias expressing some doubt of the 
message, and desiring a convincing sign of the 
truth of it, was immediately struck dumb, and 
continued so until after the birth of the child. 

Q. Are there any predictions in the Old 
Testament, which relate to John ? 

A. Yes; he is foretold by Isaiah, in his 40th 
chapter, and by Malachi, in his 3d and 4th 
chapters ; passages all applied to John the 
Baptist, by the Evangelists, and by our Saviour 
himself. Matth. iii. 3. Mark i. 2, 3. Luke 
iii. 4—6. Matth. xi. 10, and xvii. 11, 12, 13. 
Malachi styles him the messenger that was 
to prepare the way of the Lord ; and also de- 
scribes him under the character of Elijah the 
prophet, who was to turn the hearts of the fa- 
thers to the children, and the hearts of the chil- 
dren to their fathers. 

Q. But did not John the Baptist deny that 
he was Elias, who was to come ? John i. 21. 

A. When John the Baptist, in reply to the 
inquiries of the rulers of the Jews, who gener- 
ally believed that Elias was to come again in 
his own person, denied that he was Elus, he 
only meant to declare that he was not that 
same Elias who had lived in the time of king 
Ahab. His afterwards declaring that he was 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness, &c. 
as foretold by the prophet Esaias, proved that 
he was the Elias spoken of by Malachi. St. 
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John the Baptist, therefore, though not Elias 
in person, came in the spirit and power of Eli- 
as, whom he resembled in character and office. 

Q. How did John the Baptist spend the first 
part of his life ? 

A. From his infancy, according to the pre- 
diction of the angel, he was filled with the Ho- 
ly Ghost, and, through his whole life, he was a 
Nazarite, drinking neither wine nor strong 
drink. His father, Zacharias. is said to have 
been slain at the command of Herod ; and that 
he. was the vefy Zacharias, son of Barachias. 
whom our Saviour mentions 'as having been 
slain between the temple and the altar. John 
the Baptist early retired into the deserts, where 
he led a solitary and mortified life : his habit 
was a rough garment made of camel's hair, 
and a leathern girdle : his food was locusts and 
wild honey. Locusts were a common food in 
the East ; and the wild honey was such as the 
bees had stored up in the hollow trees or cav- 
erns, and which Was often found in the woods. 

Q. At what time did John the Baptist begin 
to preach ? 

A. About A. D. 28, he began to publish 
the approaching appearance of the Messiah, 
calling upon the people to repent, because the 
kingdom of heaven, or New Testament dis- 
pensation of the Gospel, was at hand. 

Q. Where did he begin his ministry ? 

A. He preached in the wilderness of Ju- 
dea, and on the banks of the river Jordan. 

Q. Did he gain many proselytes ? 

A. Yes ; numbers of all ranks resorted t© 
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him, and were baptised of him, confessing 
their sins. 

Q. Why was St. John called die Baptist ? 

A. St. John was called the Baptist, because 

by baptism He imposed on his converts the 

obligations to repentance ; and because he en- 

' joyed the distinguished honour of baptizing 

the Saviour. 

Q. Did not many of the Jews suppose John 
the Baptist to be the promised Messiah ? 

A. They did so ; and interrogated him with 
respect to it.* 

Q. What was John's reply ? 

A. Hq openly declared that he was not the 
Messiah, but that this blessed person would 
shortly appear, and baptize them with the Ho- 
ly Ghost and with fire ; and soon after, he 
pointed h^m put as the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sin of the world. 

Q. In what manner, and upon what occa- 
' sion, was St; John the Baptist put to death ? 

A. Having rebuked Herod for his wicked- 
ness, particularly for his inedfctuous connection 
with Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, he 
was imprisoned in the castle of Macherus. 
Soon after, to gratify the malice of Herodias, 
and fulfil a rasii vow made to her daughter 
for her fine dancing, he sent an executioner, 
who beheaded him in prison. Matt. xiv. 3 y 
8tc. His disciples took up the body and buried 
it. Historians say, that Herod and Herodi- 
as were afterwards banished from their coun- 
try, to perpetual exile ; and that the daughter* 

N 
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by a fall through the bee, had her head sever- 
ed from her body ; thus resembling that death, 
which, at her request, the Baptist had suffered 
before. 



CHAP. III. 

Of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

Q. At what time was our Saviour born f - 
• A. In the 36th year of Herod the'great, and 
in the 44th year of the emperor Gaesar Augus- 
tus, and in the year of the world 4004. 

Q. Where was Christ born ? 

A- At Bethlehem, which was the city of 
place of David's nativity. It was about five 
or six miles south of Jerusalem, 

Q. How did this happen, when it appears 
that Mary lived at Nazareth ; Luke ii. 4; 
which is said to be 30 miles from Bethlehem ? 

A. God, who, by the prophet Micah, had 
long before pointed out Bethlehem, as the 
place of our Savi«ur*s birth, Micah v. 2, put 
it into the mind of the emperor Augustus, in 
a time of profound peace, which the whole 
Roman state then enjoyed, to inquire into the 
strength and riches of his dominions, by ma- 
king an universal register of the people, and 
levying a tax in proportion to the circumstan- 
ces of every subject. To this end, an ediet 
was published, requiring all persons within the 
Roman empire, to assemble in the cities of 
their respective families, and there register 
their names and conditions among those of 
the same faxqily and house with themselves* 
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On this occasion, Joseph and Mary, being of 
the house and lineage of David, were obliged 
to repair to Bethlehem, where Mary, on her 
arrival, was delivered of the Messiah, who i$ 
Christ the Lord. Luke ii. 6, 7. 

Q. What were the circumstances which at- 
tended the birth of our Saviour ? 

A. Bethlehem, at that time, was so Crowded 
with strangers, that Joseph and Mary were 
obliged to lodge in a stable, where the blessed 
Virgin was delivered *of the Divine Babe ; 
-whom' she bound in swaddling clothes, and 
laid in a manger. 

Q* To whom was the knowledge of Jus 
birth first communicated ? 

A. An angel of the Lord appeared to some 
shepherds, who were keeping watch over their 
6ocks by night •; certified them of the birth 
of the Saviour, and directed them how they 
should find him out. They immediately re^ 
paired to the place, where they saw and adored 
the heavenly babe. Luke ii. 8 — 20. 

Q. What is the next account concerning 
the infant Saviour ? 

A, On the 8th day, he was circumcised ac- 
cording to the Jewish law ; when, pursuant tp 
the order which the angel had given before his 
conception, they called his name Jesus. AncJ 
when he was forty days old, his mother went 
up to the temple to purify herself, and to pre- 
sent her first-born son ; at which time Simeon, 
a noted saint, took the child in his arms, bles- 
sed God for his appearance, and then declared 
his readiness to die, as he had seen the incar^ 
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nate Saviour, according to a divine promise 
given him, that he should not see death, be- 
fore he had seen the Lord's Christ. Anna al- 
so, an aged widow of eminent piety and devo- 
tion, coming into the temple at that instant, 
prophetically acknowledged him to be the true 
Messiah. Luke ii. 21. After these legal per- 
formances, and solemn testimonies in favour 
uf the child,. Joseph and Mary returned to 
Bethlehem; where, in a short time, they were 
visited by certain strangers, or wise men from 
the East ; who being conducted by an uncom- 
mon star, came to Jerusalem in quest of, and 
to pay homage to their new-born King, whose 
birth and character seems, in some way, to 
have been revealed to them. Upon coming 
to Jerusalem, the star having left them, they 
inquired where they might find him, who was 
born King of the Jews ; for that, having seen 
his star in the east, they were come to worship 

him. 

Q. What followed after this ? 

A. The appearance and inquiry of these 
wise men raised great jealousy in Herod, and 
filled the city with surprise and alarm. Ck He 
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him." 
And Herod having consulted the chief priests 
and scribes on this subject, and demanded of 
them the place of Christ's birth, they told him 
that the Messiah, according to the prophet 
Micah, should be born in Bethlehem of Ju- 
dea. Herod being resolved to destroy this 
supposed rival In his kingdom, privately in- 
quired ©f the wise men, the exact time whet* 
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Uie star appeared, and then desired them to 
go and search diligently at Bethlehem, for the 
young prince, and when they had found him, 
to bring him word, that he also might go and 
pay him homage. 

Having received these instructions, they de- 
parted towards Bethlehem, and in their way 
they were again visited and conducted by the 
same miraculous" star, which guided them to 
Jerusalem, and which now led them to Beth- 
lehem, and to the very house where the babe 
was. As soon as they entered in, they fell 
prostrate before him ; and having thus adored 
the child,, they presented him with the richr 
est products of their country— ?-- gold, and 
frankincense, and royrrh. Matt* Ji. J-*- 11. 

Q. Did they, according to the .direction of 
Herod, return and inform hint where the 
young child was? 

A. Noj God, who knew the secret purpose 
and wickedness of Herod's heart, directed them 
in a dream, not to return fco Jerusalem, but 
to go back into their own country another way. 

Soon after this, an angel wa^ sent to Joseph 
to acquaint him with Herod's intended cruelty 
against the child, and to order liingi to retire 
into Egypt, with him and bis mother, and 
there to continue until he should receive fur- 
ther notice. Joseph instantly obeyed, and for 
fear of ^discovery, taking advantage of the 
flight, with all possible speed set forward for 

JEgypt, 

la the mean time, Herod waited impatient- 
ly for the return of the eastern sages; but „a£ 
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length, finding himself del tided, and his secret 
designs blasted, he fell into a violent rage, and 
sent and slew all the children in Bethlehem 
and the coasts thereof, from two years old and 
under ; not doubting but that, in this general 
slaughter, he should dispatch the young 
prince, whom he so much dreaded. Matt. ii. 
12 — 18." The Divine vengeance, not long af- 
ter, overtook this tyrant, and sifaote him with 
a strange and terrible distemper, which put an 
end to his wicked and brutal life. 

Q. Did Joseph return from Egypt upon the 
death of Herod ? 

A. He was on that event, ordered, in a vis- 
ion, to return into the land of Israel ; and, to 
accomplish a prophecy, which foretold that 
our Saviour should be a Nazarene, he retired 
to Nazareth, the place where he had before 
resided. 

Q. What is the next account of the child 
Jesus ? 

A. After his return from Egypt, as before 
mentioned, we have no certain account either 
of him, or his parents, (only that riiey went 
annually to Jerusalem at the passover, and that 
the*child Jesus grew and waxed strong in spir- 
it, and the grace of God was upon him,) un- 
til he was twelve years old : when, according 
to custom, his parents ^went up to the feast, 
and the child Je v sus with them, After4:he usu- 
al ceremonies of the feast were performed, 
and his parents, with a great number of their 
neighbours arid acquaintance, were returning 
home, he, without his parents' knowledge, re P 
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mained behind. Not doubting but that ht 
was with some of the company, they travelled 
a day's journey, and then, after the most dili- 
gent search, could find nothing of him. It is 
not easy to imagine the greatness of their 
fears and- anxiety : they returned to Jerusalem 
with the utmost speed, and after three days, 
they found him in one of the rooms of the 
temple, sitting among the doctors, hearing 
them discourse, and propounding such ques- 
tions to them, as raised the admiration of all 
that heard him. His parents complained of 
his withdrawing himself, without their koowl* 
edge; but he answered, by saying; Wist ye 
•not that I must be about my Father's busk 
ness ? Luke ii. 41. . 

Q. Does it appear in what employ merit 
Christ was brought up ? 

. A. It is generally thought, he assisted his 
reputed father at Nazareth, in the trade of a 
carpenter. 

Q. What is the next account of our Sa- 
viour ? 

A. In the 30th year of his age, he left his 
retirement at Nazareth, and passed over into 
Judea, to Bethabara* on the banks of the river 
Jordan, where John the Baptist was then bap- 
tizing* And though he, who was innocence 
and purity itself, had certainly no need of the 
baptism of repentance ; . yet, to honour and 
sanctify the institution, he offered himself to 
John to receive baptism. And when John,, 
divinely instructed who he was, endeavoured 
to decline the office, he gave him such rea*. 
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sons for the expediency of the thing, as made 
him no longer hesitate, but immediately bap- 
tize him* Upon our Saviour's ascending out 
of the water, the heavens were opened, and 
the Holy Ghost, in the form of a dove, de- 
scended upon him, accompanied with an audi- 
ble voice from heaven, declaring him to be 
God's beloved Son, in whom he was well 
pleased. Matt. Hi. 13. 

Q. What do we next learn concerning our 
Saviour ? 

A. That being thus, by baptism and the 
junction of the Holy Ghost, prepared for his 
prophetic office, he was, by the impulse of the 
Divine Spirit, led into the wilderness ; where, 
after he had fasted forty days and forty nights, 
(as Moses did on Mount Sinai j) and was now 
yery hungry, the devil was permitted to as- 
sail him with a threefold temptation. First, 
from his hunger, he took occasion to tempt 
him to despair, and distrust his Father's care 
of him. He next transported him to a pinna- 
cle of the temple, and tempted him to a pre*, 
sumptuous and unnecessary experiment of 
God's providence, in preserving him from de- 
struction, when he should cast himself down. 
He next had recourse to the charms of ambi- 
tion ; and transporting him to the top of am 
exceeding high mountain, he presented before 
him all the kingdoms of the world, and th« 
jlory of them, promising to give them all to 
fesus, if he would fall down and worship him, 

Q. Did our Saviour vanquish the tempter ? 

A. Yes; he repelled him in every attack $ 
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referring the devil, in each of his temptations, 
to some passage of Scripture which showed 
the fallacy of his reasoning, and the absurdity 
of complying with his insinuations. The 
devil therefore, at the rebuke of our Saviour, 
was obliged to leave him ; when lo, angels 
came and ministered unto him. Matt. iv. 1 
—10. 

Q. What may we learn from this circum- 
stance, in our Saviour's life ? 

A. We learn, as the Apostle says, that he 
was tempted in all points, as we are, yet with- 
out stn ; and that, being tempted, he is able 
also, to succour them that arc tempted. Heb. 
ii. 18, and iv. 15. 

Q. Where is the wilderness where Jesus 
fasted? 

A. It is supposed to be about five or six 
hours travel from Jerusalem ; near the plains 
of Jericho ; and the mountain where the dev- 
il represented to our Saviour's view, all the 
glory of the world, is since called Quaranta- 
nia. 

Q. Where did Jesus reside after he came 
out of the wilderness ? 

A. He came and dwelt at Capernaum, a 
city built after the Babylonish captivity, on 
the sea-coast of Galilee, in the borders of 
Zebulon andNephthalim. But though it was, 
at that time, the metropolis of all Galilee, it is 
now only a village of a few poor fishermen. 

Q. At what age did our Saviour begin his 
public ministry ? 

A. At the age of about 30 years, and im- 
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mediately after his fasting and tempation ii* 
the wilderness. Luke iv. 14, 15. 

Q. Where did he preach ? 

A. He went about from city to city, and 
from place to place, preaching and showing 
the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. — He 
frequently taught in the synagogues and in 
the temple. He preached in a wilderness, 
whither the people followed him, and on -a 
mountain ; and we read also of his teaching 
the people out of a ship. 

Q. What was the manner of our Saviour's 
preaching ? . * 

A. In general, it was mild and persuasive ; 
but sometimes, especially when he exposed and 
censured the pride, hypocrisy, and wicked- 
ness of the scribes and pharisees, and their 
gorraptions of the laws of God, he used the 
most threatening severity ; and at all times, ha 
spoke with dignity, solemnity, and power. 
He frequently made use of parables, and illus- 
trated his doctrine by the most natural and 
striking similitudes. 

<Q. How did our Saviour confirm his doc- 
trine ? 

A. By miracles the most stupendous, incon- 
testible, and benevolent : such &s healing all 
kinds of diseases, giving sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, and speech to the dumb, 
casting out devils, raising the dead, stilling 
winds and seas, feeding thousands with a few 
loaves and fishes, &c. His first miracle, as 
recorded in the 2d phapter pf St. John'? Qqg* 
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J>el, was turning water into wine, at a marriage 
feast. 

Q. Were these miraclea generally wrought 
in public ? 

A. They were ; many of them before mul- 
titudes, both of friends and enemies. 

Q. Did our Saviour utter any predictions \ 

A. He did ; such as concerning his own 
death and resurrection, the descent of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, the persecution of his Apostles, and 
the success of their ministry, the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and the end of the world. 

Q, Had our Saviour many followers ? 

A. His fame spreading abroad wherever he 
came, great multitudes flocked to him, and 
many became his constant followers ; some 
from a real conviction of his divine mission, 
and others only from mercenary views, or a 
vain curiosity. To prepare for the future es- 
tablishment and propagation of the Christian 
faith, out of the number of those who con- 
stantly attended upon him, and professed to 
believe him, he selected twelve to be witnes- 
ses of his doctrine, miracles, and resurrection ; 
the founders of his church, and the propaga- 
ters of his Gospel, throughout the world. 

Q. What were their names ? 

A. Simon, (who is likewise named Peter,) 
and Andrew ; James, (commonly called the 
Great,) and John ; Philip, and Bartholomew; 
Matthew, and Thomas ; James, (commonly . 
called the Less,) and Simon the Canaanitt ; Ju- 
das, the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot. 
These (answering in number to the twelve 
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patriarchs,) \vere called Apostles ; and to these, 
(or rather to eleven of them, Judas Iscariot 
having fallen frpm his apostleship,) he, after 
his resurrection, committed the entire care 
and government of his church, promising his 
presence with them, (and their successors in 
the ministry,) to the end of the world. Matt. 
xxviiL 18, &c. 

Q. What treatment did our Saviour meet 
with, whilst he was preaching the glad tidings 
of salvation, and confirming his doctrine by 
miracles, and mighty works, as before men- 
tioned ? 

A. Exactly such treatment as the prophet 
Isaiah had foretold he should receive ; Isaiah 
liii ; that u he should be despised and re- 
jected of men; a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief." His real disciples and 
followers were comparatively few, whilst his 
enemies were many and implacable : they 
were continually .watching him, and seeking 
occasions against him. 

Q. Did he seek to avoid the effects of their 
malice ? 

A. On some occasions he did, because the* 
hour for his final sufferings was not come. 

Q. Did he apprize his disciples of his ap- 
proaching sufferings and death ? 

A. He did ; and told the twelve that one 
of them should betFay him, and pointed out 
Judas Iscariot, as the person. 

Q. When was this done ? 

A. While they were eating the passover. 
Jesus having declared to them, that oncof the 
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company should betray him, and Judas having 
the confidence to ask, Is it I? was answered 
by him in the affirmative, that it was : upon 
which he immediately withdrew, and associa- 
ted with the other conspirators, who waited to 
assist in apprehending Jesus. 

Q. How did Judas proceed in prosecuting 
his traitorous design ? 

A. He went to the rulers of the Jews, and 
covenanted with them to betray Jesus, and de- 
liver him into their hands for 30 pieces of sil- 
ver. 

Q. Where was Jesus when Judas betrayed 
him ? 

A. In the garden of Gethsemane, situated 
at the foot of Mount Olivet, by the brook Ce- 
dron, (or, as it is called in the Old Testament, 
Kedron,) which runs at the bottom of the val- 
ley of Jehoshaphat, at the east of Jerusalem* 

Q. What was our Saviour doing in the gar- 
den of Gethsemane ? 

A. It was a place where he frequently re- 
sorted with his disciples to* pray ; and at this 
time he took with him Peter and James and 
John. In his prayer, he was in an agony, and 
his sweat became great drops of blood, fall- 
ing down to the ground. And he prayed ve- 
hemently, and desired, if it were possible, 
consistent with the divine counsels, and man's 
redemption, the amazing sufferings which he 
saw coming upon him, might be averted ; but 
h« closed his prayer with words expressive of 

O 
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the most pious resignation, Not my will, but 
thine be done. Luke xxii, 41 — 44. 

Q. What followed after this ? 

A. He had no sooner risen from prayer, 
than a company of officers and soldiers from 
the chief priests and elders, conducted by Ju- 
das, rushed into the garden With swords and 
staves to apprehend Jesus. Judas insidiously 
put on the air and behaviour of a faithful and 
loving disciple, and went directly up to Jesus, 
saying, Hail, Master ! and kissed him y which 
was the sign he had previously given* the sol- 
diers, by which they should know Jesus, aftd 
apprehend him. Matt. xxvi. 47. 

Q. Did they immediately seize upon Jesus ? 

A. No ; for he, stepping forward with great 
majesty, demanded of the soldiers whom they 
sought ? They replied, Jesus of Nazareth. 
But when he said, I am he, they fell to the 
ground, amazed and confounded at the power 
with which he spake, and at the glory which 
beamed from his divine countenance. Again 
he demanded of them whom they sought, and 
when they answered in the same manner as 
before, he told them again, he was the person, 
and desired that his disciples might be suffer- 
ed to depart; and then surrendered himself 
into their hands. 

Q. How did the Apostles behave on this 
occasion ? 

A. Peter endeavoured to defend our Sa- 
viour from them ; and drew out his sword, and 
cut off the ear of Malchus, a servant of the 
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high priest. For this, Jesus retyiked him, 
and putting forth his hand, healed the servant's 
ear with a touch. He then suffered himself 
ta be bound, and led away by them : and the 
disciples, seeing him in this condition, forsook 
ixim and fled. Matt. xxvi. 56 ; Luke xxii* 
50,51, 

Q. How came the Apostles to have swords ? 

A. Some commentators say, that according 
to the custom of their country, they wore 
js words only to defend themselves from beasts 
of prey, which in those parts were very fre- 
quent and dangerous, especially in the night 
season, 

Q. What did they do with Jesus, after they 
had bound him ? 

A. They brought him (about midnight) be* 
fore Annas, who was father-in-law to Caia- 
phas, the high priest, and had formerly borne 
the same office. Annas sent them to Caia- 
phas, at whose house the council or sanhe- 
drim were assembled. Here the high priesjt 
examined Jesus strictly, concerning both his 
doctrine and his disciples. 

Q. What answer did Jesus make ? 

i\. He referred him to those who had heard 
what he. had said in the synagogues and in the 
temple, and other public places. An officer 
standing by, gave him a blow on the face, pre- 
tending that he had not used the high priest 
with proper respect ; to which, Jesus meekly 
replied, that if he had said any thing amiss, 
the law was open against him ; but, if not, he 
.had oo cause or authority to strike him. 
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Q. How-did the council proceed, when they 
could raise no accusation against him, from 
his own confession ? ■ 

A. They procured many false witnesses 
against him, but they either disagreed in their 
-evidence, or came not sufficiently up to the 
point. To these accusations, our Saviour^ 
made no reply, but observed a profound si- 
lence. The high priest then standing up, ad- 
jured him, in the name of the living God, to 
declare whether he was the Son of God or 
not. The reverence which our Lord paid to 
that sacred name, made him immediately an- 
swer, and that in direct terms, that he was ; 
and that of this they would be convinced, 
when they should see him. sitting on the right 
hand of. Power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven. Matt. xxvi. 63. 

Q. What said the high priest to this ? 

A. He rent his clothes, and addressing him* 
self to the council, told them there was no oc- 
casion for any further witnesses, they thenar 
selves having heard his blasphemy ; and then 
demanded their opinion ; who unanimously 
adjudged him guilty of death. The council 
then separated, and went to their respective 
homes, leaving Jesus in the custody of the 
soldiers and the high priest's servants, who 
abused him in the most cruel and shameful 
manner ; spitting in his face, buffeting, blind- 
folding, and smiting him, and otherwise using 
him with the greatest insolence; and indignity ; 
all which he bore with lamblike patience and 
meekness. 
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Q. What followed after this ? 
♦ A. Early next morning, the whole Senate 
of the nation was convoked by Caiaphas, in 
the council chamber in the temple, whither 
Jesus was brought, and their former sentence 
against him was confirmed. 

Q. Why did they meet again to resume the 
process against Jesus ? 

A. Because the assembly in the night was 
neither general, nor judicial, according to 
the sense of the law, which did not allow jus- 
tice to be administered in private, or in the 
night season : therefore, the high priest and 
rulers met again in the morning to re-exam- 
ine our Saviour, and to condemn him in form. 

It was during this last sitting of the coun- 
cil that Judas came, and, with a confession of 
}>is treason, threw down in the temple the 30 
pieces of silver, which he had received for 
betraying his Master, and departed, and went 
and hanged himself ; (of which a further ac- 
count will be given hereafter.) Matt, xxvii. 1. 

Q. What was done with Jesus after this ? 

A. They led him away to Pontius Pilate, 
*to ratify their sentence, an4 to grant a war- 
jrant for his execution. 

Q. Who was this Pontius Pilate ? 

A. He was the Roman governor, or pror 
curator, who succeeded Gratus in the govern?, 
ment of Judea, in the 12th year of Tiberias, 
aJ5d continued therein to tjfce 22d of the sai<f 
-emperor. He was infamous for his injustice 
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. avarice, and cruelty. He was afterwads de- 
posed, and sent prisoner to Rome, where Ca- 
ligula, who succeeded Tiberias in the empire, 
banished him to Vienne, in France, where, 
reduced to the utmost distress, he laid violent 
hands on himself, and became his own execu- 
tioner. . 

Q. Why did the Sanhedrim apply to the 
Roman governor, for his ratification of their 
sentence, and for his warrant to execute one 
whom they had found guilty of death, and 
condemned ? 

A. The Jewish law inflicted no such punish* 
ment 'as crucifixion ; and being maliciously 
bent to put Jesus to that most painful and ig- 
nominious d^ath, they desired the concurrence 
and warrant of the Roman governor, to cruci- 
fy him. 

Q. Did the rulers give this reason for their 
application to Pilate ? 

A. No ; they, to induce him to comply with 
their demand, accused Jesus of sedition, and 
stirring up rebellion against Caesar ; a crime 
which would, if proved, make him liable to the 
punishment they desired to inflict on him.* 

Q. How did Pilate act on this occasion ? 

* When our Lord's accusers came before Pilate, they said 
nothing of his pretended blasphemy, his destruction of the 
temple, or violation of the law of Moses : because they 'were 
questions which they knew the governor would not concern 
himself with, and therefore they forged such accusations 
against him, as they thought might make him odious 6id 
suspected to the Roman government, and oblige Pilate to 
be severe against him. 
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A.. After examining him, he declared that 
he found no fault in him, and desired they 
would take him and judge hin^ according to 
their law. But they became more clamorous, 
and insisted upon many seditious practices 
committed by Jesus in Galilee, Judea, and Je- 
rusalem ; and his opposition to Caesar. . 

When Pilate heard that he was a Galilean, 
he sent him and his accusers to Herod, the te- 
trarch of Galilee, who was then come up to Je- 
rusalem to the passover. Herod, after ques- 
tioning him about many things, and Jesus re- 
maining silent, he committed him to the de- 
rision and insults of his guards, or men of 
war, as they are called, and then sent him back 
to Pilate, arrayed in a purple robe, by way of 
derision. 

Q. How did Pilate behave to Jesus, at his 
return to him ? 

A. He endeavoured to release him, by rep- 
resenting to the priests and rulers the injustice 
of condemning a person in whom neither he, 
nor yet Herod, could find any of those faults 
laid to his charge ; but finding, by the shouts 
and uproar they made, that they were dissatis* 
fied, he proposed, as an expedient to assuage 
their rage, to scourge him, and so dismiss him. 
But the Jews, being resolved to put him to 
death, became more clamorous, and with one 
voice demanded that he should be crucified. 

Q. Did Pilate yield to this demand ? 

A. Not till he had again endeavoured to de- 
liver him from their malice, and to soften their 
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resentment, by making a full declaration of his 
innocency ; and, trying to obtain the voice of 
the populace in favour of Jesus, makes them 
an offer to release Jesus on account of the pass* 
over, (it being a custom for the governor al- 
ways to release one criminal at that feast,) and 
to crucify Barabbas, a prisoner then confined 
for theft, sedition, and murder; but having 
proposed these two to their choice, leaving it 
to them, according to his usual custom at the 
passover, to save one of their lives, which they 
should please ; they, influenced and persuaded 
by their rulers, with one voice demanded Ba» 
rabbas to be released, and Christ to be cruci- 
fied. And when he still insisted upon the in* 
nocence of Jesus, and proposed some lighter 
punishment, they redoubled their clamorous 
demand of having him crucified, 

Q. Did Pilate now yield to their clamorous 
importunity ? 

A. Not yet 5 for in the midst of this tumult, 
he received a message from his wife, acquaint* 
ing him that she had been sorely perplexed in 
her sleep that night, with frightful dreams re* 
lating to the prisoner before him, and desiring 
him by no means to be concerned in the blood 
pf that innocent person. This made Pilate the 
more anxious to release Jesus, or at least to 
spare his life ; and therefore, in hopes of paci- 
fying the people's rage, he ordered him to be 
scourged, and for this purpose delivered him 
to the soldiers, who took him into the com,, 
mon hall, where, besides the punishment of 
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scourging, they added many other cruelties 
and insults. In this condition, Pilate, hoping 
such a piteous spectacle would excite compas- 
sion, ordered Jesus to be brought forth again, 
and presented him to the people, saying, Be- 
hold the man !— ^as if he had said, See this 
rueful spectacle of suffering innocence ! But 
so fur were they from melting at the sight of 
so deplorable an object, they raised their cries 
still louder and louder for his crucifixion : and 
when the governor still insisted on his inno. 
eence, IFe have a law, said they, and by our 
law he ought te die, because he made himself 
the Son of God. They further told him, that 
in taking such a man's part, who had declared 
hitwfcself to be a King, he would be the enemy 
of Cresar. Pilate, finding the more he en- 
deavoured to save Jesus, the greater tumult 
was raised, and fearful probably of losing his 
interest with the emperor, held out no longer ; 
but having ordered Jesus to the. bar, he ascen- 
ded Gubatha, the place from whence judgment 
was wont to be pronounced ; and having caused 
water to be brought him, he washed his hands 
before all the people, declaring at the same 
time, and representing it by that familiar em- 
blem, that he was innocent of the blood of that 
just man, and that they must answer for it; 
whereupon the Jews cried out, May his blood 
be upon us and our children ! (an imprecation 
which has been long verified upon them.) Pi- 
late then released the murderer Barabbas, and 
sentenced Jesus to be crucified, and delivered 
him into their hands. Matth, xxvii, l-r~2£, 
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Q< How does this reluctance of Pilate to the 
death of Jesus come attested to us ? 

A. It is plainly recorded by the Evangel- 
ists : and besides, several of the ancient Fa- 
thers mention a letter from Pilate to* Tiberias, 
in order to clear himself of the injustice of that 
transaction, and to fix the odium pf it upon 
the Jewish Sanhedrim > For, as. it was custom- 
ary for all governprs to send an account of the 
niost memorable transactions that happened in 
the time of their administration, the crucifix- 
ion of a person of our Saviour's character, was 
of too signal a nature, not to be transmitted to 
Rome, The substance of the letter written by 
Pilate, on this occasion, (and which was found 
among the acts of Pilate, preserved in the ar*. 
chives of Rome,) is said to be as follows :— » 

u Pilate to Tiberias, fa. 
" [ have been forced to consent, at length, to the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ, to prevent a tumult a* 
taongst the Jews ; though it was very much against 
my will : for the world never saw, and probably never 
will see, a man of such extraordinary piety and up- 
rightness. But the high priests and sanhedrim ful- 
filled in it the oracles of their prophets, and of their 
sybils* Whilst he hung on the cross, an horrid darfc- 
liess, which covered the earth, seamed to threaten 
its final end. His followers, who pretend to have 
seen him rise from the dead, and ascend into heav- 
en, and who acknowledge him for their God, do still 
subsist, and, by their excellent lives, show themselves 
the worthy disciples of so extraordinary a Master. 
I did what I could to save him from the malice of 
the Jews ; but the fear of a total insurrection made 
me sacrifice him io the peace and interest of you? 
empire," &c. 
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Q. When was the sentence against Jesus 
executed ? 

A. Immediately, and with the utmost rig- 
our. The soldiers renewed their insults and 
indignities to him; pulled off his purple robe, 
with which they had before clothed hhft, and, 
putting on his own garments, and loading him 
with his own cross, led him away to Calvary, 
the place of his crucifixion : but when they 
came to the gate of the city, his strength was 
so entirely exhausted, that he fainted under his 
heavy burden ; upon which, they compelled 
one Simon, a Cyrenian, to carry the cross the 
rest of the way. Among the vast throng that 
followed to this execution, there were many 
people (and especially some pious women) 
who were moved with compassion, and la- 
mented the deplorable fate of so excellent a 
person. 

Q. Did Jesus make any reply to those that 
bewailed his sufferings in his way to the place 
of execution ? 

A. Yes ; he turned to them and said, Weep 
not for me, but for yourselves and your chil- 
dren ; and then foretold the calamities which 
should come upon them, alluding particularly 
to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Ro- 
mans. 

Q. Where did they crucify Jesus ? • 

A. On Golgotha, which is the Hebrew or 
Syriac ' name for Mount Calvary ; a small em- 
inence on Mount Moriah, anciently appropri- 
ated to the execution of malefactors* It stood 
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not far from the city, but was separated 
from it by the walls, as an execrable and pol- 
luted place ; but since it was made the altar, 
on which was offered up the precious and all- 
sufficient Sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world, it has recovered itself from that infamy, 
and has been resorted unto by Christians, with 
much reverence and devotion. It is said to 
have been a tradition, generally received by the 
primitive Christians, that the first, as well as 
the second Adam, was buried here, and that 
this was the place where Abraham was about 
to have offered his son Isaac, the type of our 
blessed Lord. 

Q. How was the dreadful sentence against 
pur Saviour executed ? 

A. It was about noon, wheh he was led out 
of the city, and having arrived at the place of 
execution, they stripped him of his raiment, 
and nailed his hands and feet to the cross, and 
then reared it up and fixed the foot of it in 
the ground. 

At the same time, to render his death more 
shameful, they crucified with him two male- 
factors, one on each side } from whom Jesus 
was distinguished only by the most opprobri- 
ous language, reproaches and insults, and by 
an inscription, which Pilate ordered to be fix* 
ed on.the top of his cross, in these words :— 
Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews. This* the high priests would gladly 
have had him alter ; but either out of spite 
to them, who had forced him upon such an 
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unjust act, or o,ut of honour to our Lord, 
whom he knew to be a righteous person, he 
positively refused to do it. 

Whilst our Satiour hung on the cross, the 
chief priests and rulers, and the multitude in 
general, nay, even the very malefactors, blas- 
phemously mocked and derided the innocent 
sufferer ; the soldiers busied themselves in di- 
viding his garments, and casting lots who 
should have his vest ; as had been foretold in 
the 22d Psalm. The only reply that our Sa- 
viour made to these insults and indignities, 
was by way of prayer to his heavenly Father, 
that he would forgive them. 

Q. Did both the malefactors rail at Jesus ? 

A. It is probable they both did at first ; but 
one of them seems to have been suddenly en- 
lightened and converted ; and rebuking the 
other, acknowledged the justness of their suf- 
ferings, and declared the innocence of Jesus ; 
and then earnestly prayed that he would re- 
member him when he came into his king- 
dom, and was graciously answered by the 
Saviour, and assured that he should be with 
him that day in paradise, Luke xxiii. 39 

— 43. 

Q. What became of the disciples and fol- 
lowers of Jesus, during his sufferings ? 

A. We read of none of them who were 
present at the crucifixion, but Mary, his moth- 
er ; Mary, the wife of Alpheus ; Mary Mag- 
dalen ; and John, the Evangelist 

P 
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Q. Did Jesus take any notice of them ? 

A. Yes ; he recommended his sorrowful 
mother, who had for some time been a widow, 
to the care and protection of John, his belov- 
ed disciple ; who accordingly, from that time, 
took her home to him, provided for her, and 
j>aid her the respect due to a mother. 

Q. Did any thing extraordinary occur du* 
ring the time that our Saviour hung on the 
cross ? * 

A. Yes ; there was a darkness over all the 
land ; the light of the sun was supernaturally 
eclipsed at mid-day; and this darkness contin- 
ued for the space of three hours together, 
though, it being then full moon, there could 
be no conjunction, and consequently no natural 
eclipse of the sun. 

Q. How far did this darkness extend ? 

A. Whether it was confined to Judea, or 
whether rt extended itself much farther, even 
over the whole hemisphere, is. a question 
wherein the ancients are not so well agreed. 
The fact itself is, however, well established 
by all parties : and most are of opinion that 
it was universal. It is said, in support of this 
opinioti, that Dionysius, the Areopagite, then 
in Egypt, expressed himself to his friend A- 
pollophanes, upon this surprising phenome- 
non, in this manner t ei Either the Author of 
nature suffers, or he is sympathising with 
some one who does.-"' 

Q. Did not this interposition of the Al- 
mighty convince the Jews of their crime ? 
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A. Horror and amazement may be suppo- 
sed to have appeared in avery countenance : 
their hearts began to fail, and they ceased 
their insults, waiting the issue of so unex- 
pected and singular a prodigy. 

Q. Did Jesus say any thing ? 

A, He, languishing and faint under the bod- 
ily agonies he endured, and the heavy load of 
divine iadignation and vengeance against sin, 
cried out, Eli, Eli ! lama sabachthani? that is 
to say, My God, my God! why hast thou forsa- 
ken me ? And complaining that he was thirsty, 
one of the soldiers dipped a spongQ in vhje* 
gar, and .gave it him to drink. Others of the 
spectators, hearing these words of Christ, 
said, He calleth for Elias; let us sec whether 
Elias will come to save him. (The Jews, it 
is said, had a tradition that it was the proper 
office of EUaSjHo come and succour such as 
were in misery.) When Je&us had tasted the 
vinegar, and now knew that all the types and 
prophecies concerning him were fulfilled, his 
f ather's wrath appeased, and the great work 
of man's redemption accomplished ; he said, 
It is finished ! and then bowing down his head, 
he commended his soul into the hands of his 
Father, anij gayc up the ghost. Luke xxiii. 

£4— r-46. 

Q. What events followed upoi> the death of 
Christ ? . 

A. There was immediately a mighty earth? 
4|uake ; the vail of the temple was rent from 
the top tQ tlie bottom ; the rocks claye asun- 
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der ; the graves opened ; and many dead 
bodies of the saints arose, and appeared to 
many in Jerusalem. 

Q. What is to be understood by the vail of 
the temple ? 

A. It was a partition between the holy and 
the most holy place. 

Q. What effect did these miraculous events 
haVe upon the spectators ? 

A. They were sore amazed at so many ex- 
traordinary signs and prodigies ; and chang- 
ing their insultings into sighs, returned home 
smiting their breasts, and declaring the inno- 
cency of the holy Jesus, to whom such illus- 
trious testimony was borne. The very offi- 
cers and soldiers who attended the execution, 
confessed their belief, that doubtless he was 
the Son of God, or a righteous man. Matt, 
xxvii. 54. 

Q. On what day was Christ crucified ? 

A. It was on the day of the preparation, 
that is, the day before the paschal festival, 
which fell that year on the Jewish Sabbath, 
and so was a feast aud Sabbath together. 

Q. How long did the body of Jesus hang 
on the cross ? 

A. According to the Jewish law, all bodies 
that were executed, were commanded to be 
buried the same day ; Deut. xxi. 22, 23 ; 
but the Romans always kept the bodies on the 
cross till they were dead ; and sometimes 
much longer. Therefore, that so great and 
solemn a day might not be profaned bv these 
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dead bodies remaining on the cross, the ru- 
lers, towards evening, applied to Priate for 
ieave that their legs might- be broken, in or- 
der to hasten their death, and their bodies 
taken down. Pilate granting their request* 
they accordingly broke the legs of the two 
thieves ; but when the soldiers came to Jesus, 
and found that he was already dead, they did 
not break his legs ; but one of them, with a 
spear, pierced his side, from whence issued 
out blood and water. In this transaction was 
fulfilled two remarkable prophecies concern*, 
ing the Messiah ; that not a bone of him 
should be broken ;* and that they should look 
on him whom they pierced. Zech. xii. 10. 

Q. What became of the body of Jesus ? 

A. Joseph, of Arimathea, one of our Sa* 
viour's disciples, (though secretly,) a man of 
great wealth and reputation, but no way con*. 

* The prophecy, which foretold that a bone of him 
should not be broken, is usually referred to the couimand 
concerning the paschal lamb, (which was an eminent type of 
Christ.) Thou shalt not break a bone of ft. Ex. xii. 46. 
But as David was likewise a type of Christ, it may also 
refer to those words of his, He kecpeth all his bones, so 
that none of them is broken. Psalms xxxiv. 20. The 
Jewish doctors, it is said, have a tradition, that when Moses 
smote the rock in the wilderness, there first came forth 
bjood, and then water. Whether the Apostle might have 
respect to that tradition, when he calls Christ that rock, is 
uncertain. But among the many other important designs 
of this water and blood, which issued from our Saviour's 
side, the ancients have well observed, that by a special act 
of God's providence, there flowed at (his time, from ou» 
Saviour's side, the two Sacraments of his Church, JJapljsn^ 
aad the Supper of the Lord. 

?2 
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cerned in the death pf Jesus, went boldly to 
Pilate, and begged the body to bury it ; and 
Pilate granting his request, he took the body 
*and wrapped it up in fine linen clothes, which 
he had provided for that purpose ; and at the 
same time Nicodemus (another private dis- 
ciple of our Lord's) brought a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, with other spices and per- 
fumes, to embalm his body, according to the 
mariner of the Jews. 

Q. What did they do with the body of Je- 
sus, after this ? 

A. Not far from the plaee of execution, 
there was a garden belonging to Joseph, where 
he had lately hewn out of a rock, a sepulchre 
for his own interment. Having therefore em- 
balmed our Saviour's body, and wound it up 
in the linen clothes, here they buried it, and 
with a large stone closed the mouth of the 
sepulchre. 

Q. Had the rulers any further apprehen- 
sions concerning our Saviour ? 

A. Though our blessed Lord lay buried in 
the sepulchre, yet this did not satisfy them. 
Next day, therefore, the rulers of the Jews 
came to Pilate, and informing him that this 
deceiver, as they called him, having in his 
life time said, that on the third day he would 
rise again from the dead, they therefore re- 
quested that he would order the sepulchre to 
be kept under a strong guard, until that day 
was past, lest his disciples should steal him 
away by night, and then give it out that he 
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was risen from the dead. This request was 
accordingly complied with, and every possible 
precaution made use of to prevent imposi- 
tion? 

Q. How long did Jesus continue in the 
grave ? 

A. No longer than until the morning of the 
third day from his crucifixion, which was the 
first day of the week : for early that morning, 
though the sepulchre was guarded and sealed, 
an angel from Taeaven, with a countenance 
bright as the light, descended from heaven 
and rolled away the stone from the mouth of 
the sepulchre, and sat upon it: the earth 
trembled, and Jesus instantly arose, disenga- 
ged from the grave clothes, in which he was 
wrapped at his burial, and quitted the sepul- 
chre ; thus conquering death, his body not 
undergoing the common fate of corruption, 
and rising again for our justification. 

Q. What became of the soldiers on this 
wonderful occasion ? 

A. Struck with astonishment and terror, 
they fell down and became as dead men ; but 
as soon as they recovered themselves, they 
-ran into the city, and related to the chief 
priests and rulers, what had happened ; who 
immediately assembled themselves, to consult 
upon this important affair, and came at length 
to this resolution viz, to bribe the soldiers 
* with a large sum of money, and thereby en- 
gage them to give it out among the people, 
that while themselves were asleep, the disci- 
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pies of Jesus came and stole him away. Matt, 
xxviii. I — 15. 

Q. To ' whom was our Saviour's resurrec- 
tion first made known ? 

A. Mary Magdalen, and other holy women, 
had prepared spices and perfumes, to embalm 
our Saviour's body, and came early the first 
day of the week, to the sepulchre, (having at 
the time of interment noticed the place ;) and 
while they were reasoning with themselves, 
how they should remove the large stone that 
was at the entrance, they were greatly sui% 
prised, as they drew near, to find the sepuU 
chre open; but their astonishment increased, 
when, entering in, theyfound that the body of 
Jesus was gone. Terrified, and lamenting 
the loss of their Lord's body, supposing his 
enemies had carried it away, a glorious angel 
appeared and informed them of our Lord's 
resurrection ; and to convince them of its re- 
ality, showed them' the place where he had 
lain, and ordered them to go and tell his dis^ 
ciples, and especially Peter, that he was risen 
from the dead. The women accordingly, fill* 
ed with fear and joy and wonder altogether, 
hastened to find the Apostles ; to whom they 
related what they had heard and seen. 

Q. What said the Apostles to this astonish* 
Ing account ? 

A. They looked upon all that the women re* 
lated, as nothing more than the effect of weak 
and frightened imaginations. Peter and John, 
however, had the curiosity to run to the sep* 
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ulchre, where they were confirmed in the 
truth of the women's report ; for they found 
the body of Jesus was gone, saw the clothes in 
which he had been embalmed, and the napkin 
that was about his neck, folded and laid by it- 
sielf. 

Q, Did they then believe that Christ was 
risen from the dead ? 

A. No ; their incredulity, or doilbting, was 
to be a confirmation of our faith. They re- 
turned home, supposing that somebody had 
taken him awav ; and thev were not convin- 
ccd of his resurrection, till Jesus had appear- 
ed, first, to Mary Magdaleo, then to two dis- 
ciples in their way toEmmaus; and at last, 
to all the Apostles assembled together. 

Q. How did Jesus appear to Mary Magda- 
len ? 

A. She had followed Peter and John to the 
sepulchre ; and when they had gone, she 
Maid behind, weeping ; and as she stooped 
down to look injto the sepulchre, she saw two 
angels in bright apparel, sitting where the 
body had lain. As the angels were inquiring 
the occasion of her tears, and she telling them 
that it was the loss of her lord's body, she 
turned herself round and saw Jesus himself j 
but supposing him to be the master of the 
garden, she desired him, if he had removed 
the body, to let her know where it was, that 
she might take care of it. Hereupon, our 
Lord calling her by name, she immediately 
kf>$w him> a*?d; throwing herself at his feet, 
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was going to embrace him ; but he would not 
permit her, because he was not jet ascended 
to his Father ; but bid her go and tell his dis- 
ciples that he was risen from the dead, and 
would shortly ascend into heaven. She im- 
mediately went and did as directed, but still 
the disciples gave no credit to her report. 

Q. In what manner did Jesus appear to the 
two discijifes, in the way to limmaus ? 

A. On this same day of Christ's resurrec* 
lion, as two of his disciples were taking a walk 
to Kmmaus, (a little village about seven miles 
west of Jerusalem,) and discoursing, as they 
went along, of wh%t had lately happened j Je* 
sus joined himself to their company, but they 
knew him not Observing that they looked 
melancholy, he --asked them the occasion of it, 
and the subject of their discourse ? to which 
one of them replied, that the subject of their 
conversation was too notorious to escape the 
knowledge even of the greatest stranger i that 
it was concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who in* 
deed was a great prophet \ one whom they ex. 
pected would have been the King and Re- 
deemer of Israel, but> to their great disap- 
pointment, had of late been delivered to .death 
hy their rulers, and crucified. And, what is 
more astonishing, continued he, this very day, 
(which is the third since his death,) some wo- 
men of our company, having been early at the 
sepulchre, and not finding the body, surprised 
us with an account that.they had seen a vision 
pf angejs, ^ho,9$sured tjiem that he was qilive, 
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Which in part was confirmed by some of our 
men too, who went to the sepulchre, and found 
it empty, but did not see him. Hereupon our 
Lord took occasion to reprove their increduli- 
ty, and, from the testimony of the prophets, to 
convince them that it was highly necessary the 
Messiah should suffer death, and rise again, in 
order to a glorious exaltation. As they drew 
neaf to the village where they intended to 
spend that night, Jesus seemed as if he had 
farther to go ; but being tftiwilling to lose his 
good conversation, they, with some entreaty, 
prevailed with him to stay. As he was sit- 
ting at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed it, brake it, and delivered it to them, 
as he was wont to do before, Now it was, 
that their eyes were opened, and they knew 
him ; but immediately he vanished out of their 
sight, leaving them full of astonishment, and 
asking one another whether their hearts did 
not burn within jthem, whilst he expounded to 
them the Scriptures. Matth. xxiv. 

Q. Did this convince these two disciples of 
the certainty of Christ's resurrection ? 

A. It did ; and accordingly they arose im- 
mediately, and hastened to the Apostles at Je- 
rusalem, to make known to them what had 
happened : These they found assembled to 
hear the report of Peter, who asserted that Je- 
sus had appeared to him also. But neither 
the testimony of Peter* nor of these two disci- 
ples, was sufficient to convince them all of the 
truth of Christ's being risen from the dead. 
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Q. Did not Jesus show himself to the other 
Apostles ? 

A. Yes ; that same night, when they were 
at supper, in a private room, the doors being 
shut, for fear of the Jews* Jesus came and 
stood in the midst of them, and said, u Peace 
be unto you ;" and to convince them of the 
reality of his person, he showed them the 
wounds in his hands, feet, and side : he ate 
with them ; and having upbraided them for 
their incredulity, ht gave them several weigh- 
ty instructions ; an ability to understand the 
Scriptures more perfectly ; a renewal of their 
commission to preach to all nations ; a power 
,and authority to remit and retain sins ; a com* 
munication of the blessed Spirit, by breathing 
on them ; and a promise of sending him more 
plentifully (to enable them to be witnesses at 
his resurrection) before they were to depart 
from Jerusalem. Thus ended the first day of 
the week, which, in honour of our blessed Sa- 
viour's resurrection, has 'ever since been kept 
holy, and observed as the Sabbmh, among 
Christians, who style it the Lord's Day. See 
Matth. xxviii. ; Mark xvi. ; Luke xxiv. ; John 
xx. xxi. 

Q. Were all the Apostles present, wheft 
Christ made that remarkable appearance a- 
mong them? 

A. No; Thomas was absent ; and though 
they reported to him the particulars of what 
they had heard and seen, he absolutely refu- 
sed to believe till he should have the utmost 
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evidence of sense, by seeing and examining 
the holes in his hands and side. 

Q. Did Jesas give Thomas the evidence he 
required ? 

A. He did ; for on the next Sunday, as the 
apostles were again assembled, and Thomas 
with them, Jesus presented himself in the 
midst of them, and said, Peace be unto you. 
Then turning to Thomas, he offered him his 
hands and his side, to see and feel where the 
nails and spear had pierced: at which, this 
apostle being convinced, cried out, My Lord, 
and my God ! 

Q. What said our Saviour to this declara- 
tion of Thomas? 

A. He gave Thomas to understand, that 
his believing upon such demonstration was 
not an act so worthy of praise, or so accepta- 
ble in the sight of God, as was the faith of 
those, who have not the same overbearing 
conviction, Happy are they who have not 
seen, and yet have believed. John xx. 24. 

Q. Did Jesus continue with his apostles af- 
ter this ? 

A. No ; but he frequently appeared to 
them. At one time he appeared to Peter and 
others of them, on the shore of the lake, or 
sea of Tiberias, as they were fishing. He 
also appeared to his eleven apostles, and 5Q0 
other disciples at once ; and also upon the day 
in which he ascended into heaven. 

Q. Where did Jesus appear to the eleven 
apostles and the 500 brethren at once ? 

Q 
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A. It was on a mountain in Galilee, suppo- 
sed to be Mount Tabor, where they assem- 
bled according to his appointment. Here he 
acquainted his apostles, that all power, both 
in heaven and earth, was given to him ; com- 
manded them to instruct, or make disciples of 
all nations, and to baptize them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, and to press them to the observa- 
tion of all his precepts ; foretold them what 
mighty signs and wonders should attend their 
ministry 5 and promised them his presence, 
even unto the end of the world. 

Q. How am I to understand this promise of 
Christ, that he would be with his disciples to 
the end of the world ? 

A, This promise was particularly made to 
those onlv* whom Christ authorised to teach 
and baptize in his name ; and it contains a full 
declaration of our Lord's intention, that they 
should always be succeeded by others in the 
same office. For since the apostles all died 
within the compass of four-score • years after 
this extensive promise Was made, it could no 
way be fulfilled, but by our Lord's being with 
their successors in the Gospel ministry, until 
the world's end. And hence we may assure 
ourselves, tliat the ministry of the word, and 
administration of the sacraments, are a stand- 
ing and perpetual ordinance^ to continue in 
the Christian church throughout all ages ; and 
that all the faithful ministers of Christ, in 
what part of the world soever God shall cast 



(Jatechism of the Bible* 1 83 

their Iot> and in what -time soever they shall 
happen to live, may comfortably expect 
Christ's gracious presence with their persons, 
and his blessing upon their labours. 

Q. How long did our blessed Saviour con- 
tinue upon earth after his resurrection ? 

A. Forty days; during which period, as 
was before mentioned, he at several times 
communed familiarly with his apostles, and 
gave them incontestible proofs of his resur- 
rection, that they might be witnesses of it to 
all people over all ,the world. These forty 
days were almost expired, when the apostles, 
(as they had been directed^) with some of their 
select friends, returned to Jerusalem, where 
Zesus again met with them, and, among other 
tilings relating to the government of his 
church, charged them particularly not to de- 
part from Jeru3alem,. until they had received 
that miraculous effusion of the Holy Ghost, 
which he had promised, and Would shortly 
send. down upon them. This, effusion of the 
Spirit, the apostles imagined might possibly be 
ian introduction to his temporal dominion, which 
still, ran in their heads ; and therefore they 
asked him, whether he intended, at that time 
to^ restore the kingdom to Israel ? But he 
checked their inquiry, and gave them to un- 
derstand, that after the descent of the Holy 
Ghost upon them, they would have more just 
views of these things, and be sufficiently ena- 
bled to be the authentic witnesses of his li% 
gnd actions, throughout the world. He then 
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led them out of the city,*to that part of Mount • 
Olivet, which was nearest Bethany, where, in 
full view of the apostles, as he was lifting up 
his hands, and giving them his benediction, 
he was parted from them, ascending gradually 
in a cloud, and carried triumphantly into heav- 
en ; where, being received into his glory, he 
sits at the right hand of God to intercede for 
us. As the apostles beheld him ascending, 
two angels appeared to them, assuring them, 
that the same Jesus should one day descend 
in like manner, as they now saw him ascend. 
Acts i. 3—11. 

Q. What became of the disciples after our 
Saviour's ascension ? 

A. Thev, to the number of an hundred and 
twenty, returned to Jerusalem, where they 
spent their time in acts of religious worship, 
assembling daily in an upper room, which 
they had made choree of, for that purpose. 
In one of these assemblies, St. Peter remind- 
ing them that the number of the apostles, 
which our Lord had appointed, was originally 
twelve ; but that Judas, by his transgression, 
had forfeited that honour j he therefore pro- 
posed that they should choose another person, 
to succeed in his place, and especially such an 
one, as had been ftmiliarlv conversant with 
our Saviour from first to last, that so he might 
be a competent witness both of his doctrines 
and miracles, his life and death, and especially 
his resurrection from the dead. To this prop- 
osition, the company readily assented ; and 
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Jiaving appointed Joseph, sirnamed Barsabas, 
and Matthias, for the two candidates, they 
solemnly implored the divine direction, in 
what they were about to do ; and then casting 
lots, Matthias was elected into the number of 
the twelve apostles. Acts i. 13-«-26, 

Q, Did Jesus send the Holy Ghost upon 
his apostles, as he had promised ? 

A. Yes ; fifty days after his resurrection, 
being the day of Pentecost, as they were as- 
sembled in Jerusalem, waiting for the accom- 
plishment of this promise, the Holy Ghost de- 
scended with a sudden great noise, like a 
mighty wind, which was accompanied with a 
certain fiery appearance, resembling the shape 
of a tongue, cloven at the end, which rested 
upon each of the disciples ; and they were 
immediately filled with the Holy Ghost, and, 
by its divine inspiration, began to speak in 
several different languages. 
. Q; What am I to understand by the day 
of Pentecost ? 

A . Pentecost is a Greek word, which signifies 
Che fiftieth. And this day was particularly so 
called by the Jews, because it was one of their 
annual festivals, known also by the name of 
the feast of weeks* because it was observed 
on the fiftieth day, or seven weeks after the 

Sassover. But the Christian church cele- 
rates this; feast at the same distance of time ( 
from our Saviour's resurrection, to commem- 
orate the gifts of the Spirit which were the$ 
% poured, out in a plentiful manner ? as the first 

Q 2 
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fruits of our Lord ? s ascension into heaven \ 
and to remind us, that the Gospel began to be 
published on the same day that the ancient 
law was given to the Hebrews, } 

Q. What effect had this descent of the Ho- 
ly Ghost upon the apostles ? 

A. It gave them boldness and ability to 
preach the Gospel publicly, to all the inhabi- 
tants and strangers then at Jerusalem, in the 
several languages of each person. Peter, es- 
pecially, preached the word with such efficacy, 
that no less than three thousand souls were 
converted that d3y to the faith* of Christ. 
These were the beginnings of the Christian 
church in Jerusalem; which, by the agree- 
ment of its members, their charity, union, and 
assiduity in exercises of piety* every day in- 
creased. Acts ii. 

Q. How were the Jewish rulers affected by 
these things ? 

A. They were greatly alarmed, and endeav- 
oured to prevent the apostles preaching or 
speaking in the name of Jesus ; and to. this 
end imprisoned, and beat, and severely threat- 
ened them. But, miraculously delivered from 
prison, the apostles, regardless of the threats 
of their persecutors, continued to publish the 
glad tidings of salvation, through the death 
and resurrection of Christ, confirming their 
doctrine by miracles and wonders ; and in a 
short time, the number of believers so increas- 
ed, as to make it necessary, for the better gov- 
ernmefit of the church, to ordain Seven dea* 
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cons to assist the apostles, and in particular tb 
be stewards of the public stock. And when, 
Stephen, who was most distinguished among 
the deacons for the gifts of the Spirit, preach- 
ed the Gospel, and confirmed his doctrine by 
miracles ; so that not only abundance of the 
laity, but many of the priests also, embraced 
the Gospel faith ; we read that false witnesses 
were suborned, to accuse him of blasphemy, 
before the council or sanhedrim of the Jews. 

Q. Howdid Stephen behave before these 
rulers ? 

A. He boldly told them of the disobedi- 
ence of their . forefathers, and reproached the 
council for imitating their father's . rebellion 
against God, and persecution of his prophets ; 
in having themselves murdered Christ, and 
transgressed the law they had received. At 
this reproach, the rulers were stung to the 
heart ; and upon Stephen's declaring that he 
saw the heavens open, and the Son of man 
standing "on the right hand of God, they im- 
mediately dragged him out of the city, and 
stoned him to death ; while this first martyr 
of the Christian church, with an invincible 
constancy, in imitation of his blessed Master, 
prayed aloud for the pardon of his murderers, 
and, calling upon Jesus to receive his spirit, 
yielded up the ghost. 

It was on this mournful occasion, that we 
first read of Saul, who was one of this mar- 
tyr's greatest persecutors ; but who, being 
converted; became afterwards an eminent aa* 
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postleof Jesus Christ. Acts, 6th and 7th 
chapters. 

CHAP. IV. 

Of the Apostle and Evangelist^ 

St. Matthew* 

Q. What do you mean by an Evangelist ? 

A. The name Evangelist was at first 
given to all those who preached the Gospel ; 
but afterwards it was confined to those four, 
who wrote the history of the life and preach- 
ing of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Q. What account have we of St. Matthew ? 

A. St. Matthew, who is also called Levi, 
(Luke v. 27,) was a Galilean, born of Jewish 
parents. His occupation was that of a public 
can, or toll- gatherer ; an office, which, though 
at first esteemed highly honorable, became af- 
terwards very odious, on account of the great 
extortion practised by those who held it. 

Q. Where was St. Matthew, when our Sa- 
viour called him to be his disciple ? 

A. He was sitting at the receipt of custom, 
by the sea of Galilee. 

Q. Did he obey the call of Christ ? 

A. He did immediately, and became a 
faithful disciple and follower of our Saviour, 
continuing with hira during his abode on 
earth. 

Q. Where did St.- Matthew preach the 
Gospel ? 
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A. For about eight years after our Sa- 
viour's ascension, he preached in Judea; at 
the end of which time, it is supposed, he wrote 
his Gospel, at the entreaty of the Jews who 
had been converted ,to the Christian faith. 
He afterwards preached in Parthia and Ethio- 
pia, where multitudes were converted to 
Christianity by his ministry. 

Q. Where did St. Matthew die ? 

A. Some think he suffered martyrdom in 
Ethiopia, at a city called Nadabar ; but of 
the time and manner of his death, no certain 
account is transmitted to us. 



CHAP. V. 

Of St Jtfarfe, the Evangelist. 

Q. What account have we of the Evangelist, 
St. Mark ? 

A. St, Mark, though a Roman by name, 
was born of Jewish parents, originally de- 
scended of the tribe of Levi, 

Q. Was St. Mark a disciple and follower 
of our Saviour ? 

A. Some suppose him to have been one of 
the seventy disciples; but others say, that 
probably he never heard or followed Jesus at 
all, but was converted to the Christian faith 
by some of the apostles, most likely St. Pe- 
ter, of whom he was a most intimate acquaint. 
aoce and companion. 
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Q. Where did he write his Gospel ? 

A. He is said to have written it at Rome,, 
at the request of the Christian converts there. 
His knowledge of the life and actions of our 
Saviour, was obtained from a long intimacy 
and conversation with St. Peter, who is said 
to have examined and approved his Gospel, 
and to have recommended it to the use of the 
churches. i 

Q. Does his Gospel contain any thing which 
is not in St. Matthew's ? 

A* He relates several miracles, omitted by 
St. Matthew ; as the cure of the demoniac* 
mentioned in his first chapter ; of a deaf man 
at Decapolis, and a blind one of Bethsaida, 
Chapter 7th and 8th. 

Q. Where did St, Mark preach the Gos* 
pel? 

A. He is said to have left Italy, which h&d en- 
joyed the benefits of his labours for some time, 
and to have gone to Alexandria, ia Egypt ; 
where his ministry was eminently successful. 
After some time spent there , and in. the parts 
adjacent, he is said to have gone through Lyb* 
ia, Marmorica, and Pentapolis, and. after wards 
to have returned to Alexandria. 

Q. Have we any account of his death ? 

A. It is said, that after his return to Alex* 
Andria, the Egyptians seized him, as he was 
celebrating divine worship, at the festival of 
Easter, tied his feet with cords, and dragged 
hw aboijt the streets, till the skin and flesh 
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being torn off, he at length expired under the 
torture. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Of the Evangelist, St. Luke. 

Q. Where was the place of St. Luke's 
birth? 

A. He was born at Antioch, the metropo- 
lis of Syria ; here also he was educated, and 
instructed in all kinds of human learning. 

Q. What was his business, or profession ? 

A. He became a physician ;. and was the 
same person who is mentioned by St. Paul* 
Col. iv. 14. 

Q. How was he converted to Christianity ? 

A. It is supposed, he was converted by St. 
Paul, at Antioch ; a companion of whom, in 
his labours and sufferings, he appears to have 
been for a long time. 

Q. What account do you give of the Gos- 
I pel written by St. Luke ? 

A. St. Luke wrote his Gospel in Achaia, 
not from a personal knowledge of the facts he 
records, but as communicated to him by those 
who were eve- witnesses of them. The occa- 
sion of his writing his Gospel, is said to have 
been the wrong accounts given to the world, 
,by some who had either ignorantly or pre- 
sumptuously misrepresented the actions and 
doctrines of Christ, and sowed the seeds of 
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error in the church, St, Luke mentions a 
number of circumstances, relative to the birth 
and life of our Saviour, and of John the Bap- 
tist, which are not mentioned by St. Matthew 
and Mark. 

Q. Did St. Luke write any thing beside 
the Gospel which bears his name ? 

A. Yes ; he wrote also the book entitled 
the Acts of the Apostles. This he wrote at 
Rome, and to this we owe the account of the 
miraculous effusion of the Holy Ghost on 
the day of Pentecost, and the mighty effects 
consequent thereupon. In this history is al- 
so related the actions and sufferings of some 
of the chief apostles, particularly St. Paul. 
Both the Gospel of St. Luke, and his Acts 
of the Apostles, are dedicated to Theophilus? 
whom he calls most excellent Theophilus. 
He is supposed to have been a person of em- 
inence, and possibly one of St. Luke's con- 
verts. 

Q. Have we any account of St. Luke's 
death? 

A. None that can be relied upon. He is 
thought to have suffered martyrdom, about 
the 84th year of his age ; but the place and 
manner of his death are uncertain. 

CtfAP. VII. 

Of St. John, the Evangelist 

Q. What account have we of the Evangel- 
ist, St. John ? 
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A. He was by birth a Galilean, the son of 
Zebedee and Salome, and brother to James, 
with whom he was brought up in the trade of 
fishing, and with whom he was called to be a 
disciple, and an apostle of our Saviour. He 
is thought to be by far the youngest of all the 
apostles. 

Q. Was John distinguished by any other 
appellation ? 

A. Yes ; he was called the beloved disciple, 
or the: disciple whom Jesus loved ; so distin- 
guished, it is supposed, on account of the re- 
markable sweetness and amiableness of his 
temper and disposition. 

Q. Was St. John one of the twelve apos- 
tles ? 

A. He was ; ahd he was one of the three 
even of that number, who were distinguished 
by particular marks of favour above the rest. 
They alone, (namely, Peter, James, and John,) 
on several important occasions, were permit- 
ted to attend our blessed Lord ; as when he 
raised the daughter of Jairus, Luke viii. 51; 
at his transfiguration, Matt. xvii. ; his agony, 
&c. Matt. xxvi. 

Q. Was not St. John present at the cruci- 
fixion of our Saviour t 

A. It is particularly stated, that he was; 
and that our Lord, in his last moments, com- 
mitted his sorrowful mother to the care of 
this beloved disciple, who immediately after 
togk her to his own home ; with whom, some 

R 
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historians say, he Jived in Jerusalem till fh* 
time of her death, which they compute to 
have been about 15 years after. 

Q. Where did St. John preach the Gospel ? 
A. He preached some time in Judea and 
Samaria, but he exercised his apostolic office 
principally in Asia; where he founded the 
churches of Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, 
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. His chief 
place of residence was Ephesus. After sev- 
eral years (some say 27) spent here, he was, 
in the reign of the emperor Dqmitian, accu- 
sed of being a subverter of the religion of the 
empire, and was sent, by the proconsul of 
Asia, bound, to Rome; and there, as Ter- 
tullian relates, was cast into a cauldron of 
burning oil, from which he was miraculously 
delivered, and brought out unhurt. He was 
then banished to the Isle of Patmos, an island 
about 25 or 30 milds in circumference,* — about 
40 miles to the west of Ephesus. Here he 
wrote his Revelations. Upon the death of 
Domitian, and the succession of Nerva, he 
tvas recalled from banishment, and returned 
again to Ephesus. During his second resi- 
dence here, he, at the request of the Asian 
bishops, wrote his Gospel, which contains sev- 
eral particulars omitted by the other Evangel- 
ists, and many which served to teach and as- 
sert the divinity of Christ, in opposition to 
certain heretics who had risen up and denied 
it. His three Epistles are thought to havef 
been written about the same time : they con- 
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tain most excellent rules for the regulation of 
the Christian life, and particularly insist upon 
the important and sublime virtue of Christian 
love, which indeed constitutes the favourite 
topic of St. John's writings. 

Q. To what age did St. John live ? 

A. It is said, he lived tq the age of 99 qr 
100 years. 

Q. Did he die a natural death ? 

A. It is said he did, at Ephesus, and was 
buried near the city. When so far decayed, 
as to be disabled for longer exhortations, it is 
said he used, in the public assemblies, to in- 
culcate this short, but impressive lesson: 
*' little children* love one another." 

On account of the profound sublimity of 
his writings, he was called, by way of emi- 
nence, St. John the Divine. 



€RAP. VHf. 
Of the Apostle, St. Peter. 

Q, What account is given of St. Peter ? 

A.. St. Peter was the son of Jonah, ancj 
brother of Andrew : he was born at Bethsai- 
da, a village in Upper Galilee, situated on the 
banks of the sea of Tiberias. 

Q. What was St. Peter's occupation ? 

A. He followed the business of fishing. 

Q. Was he a married man ? 

]&, Jt.appevs that he was; for we read of 
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our Saviour's curing his wife's mother of a 
fever. 

Q. Is not he sometimes called Simon ? - 
. A. Simon was his original name ; but when 
called to be a disciple of our Saviour, he gave 
him the name of Cephas, or Peter, which sig- 
nifies a stone, or rock. 

Q. How did Peter first become acquainted 
with our Saviour ? 

A . He was first desired by his brother An- 
drew, to go and see him, and he went and 
stayed with him a night* Some time after 
this, Jesus, passing on the shore of the lake of 
Genfifzereth, ordered him and his brother 
Andrew, to follow him, haying first confirmed 
their faith in him, by a miraculous draught of 
fishes, which they had taken in obedience to 
his direction. After this, Peter continued 
with our Saviour inall his travels and minis- 
try. And though, upon several Occasions, he 
showed great resolution and forwardness, he 
sometimes betrayed a great deal of human 
frailty in the cause of his Master, Hence we 
hear Jesus at one time rebuking him for want 
of faith ; at another time saying tb him, Thou 
art an offence to me ; get thee behind me, Sa- 
tan. Andrin one passage of his life, in particu- 
lar, we are taught how subject the best of men 
are to failings, and how vain it is for any to 
put confidence in their own strength : I mean 
his base denial of Christ, with oaths and im- 
precations, in the high pricst*s hall. - 

Q. Did Peter repent of his denial of Christ ? 
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A. He did ; and wept bitterly for his base 
rand ungrateful conduct ; and ever after, exert- 
.ed great zeal and fidelity in preaching the Gos- 
pel, and suffering for his Master. Peter was 
the first of all the apostles, who was honoured 
with a sight of our Lord after his resurrection. 
1st Cor. xv. 5. From the resurrection to the 
ascension, Peter was frequently distinguish- 
ed with peculiar tokens of favour. He tyas, 
particularly directed to feed the sheep and 
lambs of Christ ; and had intimated to him 
by our Saviour, the manner of death he should 
die. Peter was a bold, laborious, and success- 
ful preacher, and wrought a great number of 
^miracles in confirmation of the truths he 
taught. 

Q. What writings has St. Peter left ? 



A. Of his writings we have none but the 
.two Epistles which bear his name, written tQ 
the dispersed Jews ; and which also are an , 
inestimable treasure, to all sincere Christians. 

Q. Where did St. Peter die, and what kin$ 
of death ? 

A. It is generally supposed he died at 
^Rome .; and that he was crucified by the order 
.of Nero ; which, with the torments preparato- 
ry to it, he underwent with great patience ; 
and as a mark of his humility , it is said he re- 
quested, and obtained ieave, to have his body 
fastened to the cross, with his head downward^ 
.as judging it too great an honour to suffer ijj 
$he same posture as his Lord had done,* 

£2 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of St. Andrew. 

Q. What account have we of St. An- 
drew ? 

A. St. Andrew was the son of Jonah, and 
the brother of. Peter. He was born at Beth- 
saida in Galilee, and was by occupation a fish- 
erman. He was a disciple of. John the Bap- 
tist, and was the first who brought Peter intel- 
ligence of the Messiah, and conducted him to 
see him. He is mentioned but a few times hi 
the Gospel, 

Q. Where did St. Andrew bestow his min* 
isterial labours ? 

A. Ancient authors say, that after our 
Lord's ascension, the part of the world assign- 
ed to St. Andrew was the barbarous and cold 
region of Scythia. On his way thither, he is 
said to have preached in Gappadocia, Galacia, 
Bythinia, and by the coasts of the Euxine Sea ; 
and afterwards to have propagated Christianity 
in Thrace, Macedonia, Thessaly, Epirus, and 
Achaia \ in which last country, at Patn-e, he is 
said to have suffered martyrdom, by order of 
the proconsul of Achaia, for persisting to pub- 
lish the doctrine of a crucified Saviour. His 
cross was not of the usual form, but like the 
letter X, since commonly known by the name 
of St* Andrew's cross* 
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CHAP. X. 

- i 

Of the Apostle James, 

(Commonly tailed James the Great:) 

Q. What account have we of the apostle 
James ? 

A. He was the son of Zebedee* and bro- 
' ther of John, born probably at Bethsaida, or 
Capernaum. He was called James the Great, 
either on account of his agfe or stature, or 
some particular honour conferred on him by 
our Lord, or to distinguish him from another 
apostle of the same name. He was original* 
ly a fisherman of Bethsaida in Galilee, -but 
left every thing at our Saviour's call, to foK 
low him. He, with Peter and John, were wit- 
nesses of our Saviour's transfiguration, and 
. also of his agony in the garden, 

Q. How did James dispose of himself, aft 
ter our Lord's ascension ? 

A. Some suppose him to have preached to 
the dispersed Jews ; but it is doubtful whether 
his labours carried him t at all out of Judea, or 
even from Jerusalem. That his zeal was very 
industrious and ardent there, no other proof is 
necessary, than that Herod Agrippa made 
choice of him for the first sacrifice to the fury 
of the people. 

It is said, that the behaviour of St. James, 
when brought before the tribunal, was such as 
converted his accuser; who, in the presence of 
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the whole assembly, declared himself a Chris- 
tian. Incensed at this, the court condemned 
him also to death. On their way to the place 
of execution, he desired St. James to pardon 
him ; who, after some pause, and fixing his 
eyes upon the man, kissed him, with these 
words, Peace be unto thee ; and they were 
both beheaded together. He . was the first of 
*he twelve, a martyr for the Christian cause. 






CHAP. XI. 
Of St. Philip 

•Q, What do we learn concerning the apos- 
tle St. Philip? 

A. He was a native of Bethsaida, and 3 
married man. There is no account in the 
sacred records, who his parents were, or what 
was his occupation ; but it is generally sup- 
posed he was a fisherman. He was among 
the first disciples of Christ, and was his con- 
stant follower. It was he who brought Nap 
thaniel to Jesus, (Joljn i. 45,) and to whom 
the Gentile proselytes made their application 
to see the Saviour of the world. John xii, 
21. 

Q. Where did this apostle preach the Gos* 
pel ? 

A. He is said to have preached the Gospel, 
and to have made many converts, in Uppejr 
Asia. At Hierapolis, in Phrygia, he is said tfr 
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have wrought many miracles ; where it is be- 
lieved he also suffered martyrdom, by cruci- 
fixion. 



CHAP. XII. 

Of St. Bartholomew. 

Q. What account is there of St. Bartholo* 
mew? 

A.. It is the general opinion, that this apos* 
tie is the very Nathaniel whom our Savioup 
declared to be an Israelite indeed, in whom 
was «o guile. The first syllable of this apos- 
tie's name, signifies a son. Thus we find Bar- 
timeus interpreted the son of Timeus ; and 
Simon Peter, who is called Barjona, is also 
called Simon, son of Jonas : and so Bartholo* 
mew is no more than the son of Tholomew, 
or Ptolemy. So that this apostle was Nathan* 
iel, the son of Ptolemy, of Cana in Galilee, 
The principal circumstance which supports 
this opinion, is, that St. John nev£r mentions 
Bartholomew, while he often speaks of Na» 
thaniel ; and the other evangelists, though they 
mention Bartholomew, never take notice of a 
Nathaniel. 

Q. How was he made asquainted with Je* 
sus ? 

A. He was introduced to him by Philip. 
John i. 47. 

Q. What farther account is there of this, 
apostle ? 
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A. IJe is said to have travelled for the prop** 
agation of the Gospel as far as India ; where 
Pantenus, a famous stoical philosopher, whQ 
had been converted to the faith, journeying, 
about a hundred years afterward, found the 
Gospel of St. Matthew, written in Hebrew, 
supposed to have been left there by St, Bar- 
tholomew. This apostle is said also to have 
preached in Arabia Felix, and part of Persia ; 
and having finished his labours in the East, he 
is said to have returned to some parts of Asia, 
and to have joined Philip in the ministry at 
Hierapolis in Phrygia. He is said, at last, to 
have suffered martyrdom at Albanople in Ar- 
menia the great, where, by order of the gov- 
ernor, he was flayed alive, and then crucified 
with his head downwards; which lingering 
and dreadful death he cheerfully sustained, 
comforting and encouraging his Christian con- 
verts to the last moment of his life* 



CHAP, XIII. 
Of St. Thomas, 

Q. Who was St, Thomas, the apostle ? 

A. St. Thomas, who is also called Dydi- 
mus, (which signifies a twin,) was a Jew, arte} 
probably a Galilean : he seems also to have 
been a fisherman, John xxi. 2, 3. Three of 
j&e evangelists take no other notice of him, 
than what regards his cajl to the apqstleship, 
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St. John alone is particular concerning him- 
After his call to the apostleshipi we hear no 
more of him till the raising of Lazarus from 
the dead ; when, believing that Jesus went into 
Judea at the risk of his life, he proposed to 
the other disciples, that they might all go and 
die with him, John xi. 8, &c. When our Sa- 
viour, a little before his cruel sufferings, was 
speaking to his disciples of the joys of heaven, 
and of his going to prepare a place for them,- 
St, Thomas, professing that he knew not 
whither he went, much less the way that led 
to it, drew from Christ that remarkable decla- 
ration, I am the way, &c. John xiv. 5. His 
slowness of belief in the matter of our Sa- 
viour's resurrection, seems to have been not 
* so much the effect of obstinate infidelity, as 
of the weakness of his faith, too much over* 
ruled by human reason. But our Saviour's 
giving. him the evidence he unreasonably re- 
quired, fully convinced the hitherto doubting 
apostle. 

Q. Where did St. Thomas exercise his min- 
istry ? 

. A. Upon this, different authors have differ 
ent opinions. The most probable account of 
his preaching, is that which assigns him his 
province in Parthia, and Ethiopia, and India j . 
in which last place, it is said, he suffered mar- 
tyrdom, he being lanced to death by the. 
Brachmans, for opposing their idolatrous wor- 
ship. St. Jerome, in the 4th century, gives 
^this account of him : " Thomas the apostle, 
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says he, as the common tradition goes, preach* 
cd our Lord's Gospel to the Parthians, Medes, 
Persians, Germans, Hyrcanians, Bactrians, and 
Magi, and died at the city Calamins in India." 
His disciples, it is said, were permitted to 
take up his body, and to bury it in a church* 
which he had lately founded, by permission of 
Sagmo, prince of the country, and which af- 
terwards 'became a magnificent structure. It 
is farther said, that though by this means the 
Christians lost their apostle, he had so well 
instructed and confirmed them in the faith of 
Christ, that the Portuguese, upon their arrival 
in these parts, in the 14th century, found a 
succession of his disciples, to the amount of 
15 or 16000 families, that had continued frorft 
his first planting Christianity there $ and that 
thev distinguished themselves by the name oi 
Christians of St. Thomas* 



CHAP. XIV. 

Of St. James, 

(Commonly called James the Less.) 

Q. What account do you give of this apos- 
tle? 

A* St* James the Less was probably the 
son of Joseph by a former wife, and there- 
fore styled the brother of otir Lord. It is 
thought he was styled James the Less, from 
the stature of his body, to distinguish him 
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from the other St. James, who was of greater 
height and bulk. But he acquired a more ex- 
alted appellation, by the piety and virtue of 
his life, being styled, on this account, James 
the Just. 

Soon after our Lord's ascension, he was 
chosen Bishop of Jerusalem ; and at the coun- 
cil of the church assembled there, after mat- 
ters had been debated in the controversies 
between the Jew and Gentile converts, about 
the Mosaic rites, he presided, and passed the 
definitive sentence on the case, after it had beeji 
. fully discussed in bis presence, by peter, Paul, 
and Barnabas. 

Q, Did this apostle write the Epistle called 
the General Epistle of James ? 

A. He did ; the object of which was to 
correct the errors of some converted Jews, 
who laid the whole stress of Christianity 
upon faith, without any regard to good works, 
or holiness of life, His Epistle is also calcu- 
lated to strengthen the faith and patience of 
the dispersed Jewish Christians, aijd to en- 
courage them under the trials that assailed 
them. 

Q. What was the time and manner of St, 
James' death f 

A. He suffered martyrdom at Jerusalem, 
about A.D. 63. Ananias the high priest, it is 
said, required him to renounce the Christian 
faith : and to compel him to do this in tha 
most public manner^ he was carried up to the 
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battle mcnts of the temple, and threatened to 
be cast down in case of refusal. But he, 
with great vehemence, confessed, and exhort- 
ed to the faith of Christ, in the presence df 
those who were assembled to hear his renun- 
ciation of him. Provoked by such inflexible 
constancy, they threw htm down headlong* 
The fall broke his legs ; yet he got upon his 
knees, and prayed for his murderers* The 
rabble below stoned him ; and at length one 
of them dashed out his brains with a fuller** 
club. s 



CHAR XV. 
Of St. Simon. 

Q. Who was St. Simon-/ 

A. This apostle, (perhaps to distinguish 
him from that other Simon, sirnamed Peter,) 
is styled Simon Zelotes, or Simon the Canaan* 
ite. There is but little mention made of him 
in the sacred records. It is said, that upon 
the dispersion of the apostles, after the de- 
scent of the Holy Ghost, he travelled through 
JLgypt, Cyrene, and other parts of Africa, and 
thence through Mauritania and Lybia, to 
which some add Mesopotamia, and say; that 
meeting there with St. Jude, they went both ' 
together into Persia, and there both received 
the crown of martyrdom. Others say that he 
preached the Gospel in Britain, and, after ma* 
ny miracles wrought, and gre? hardships en- 
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dared, he was at last put to death for the tes- 
timony of the truth, by the then rude and bar- 
barous inhabitants of that island 



CHAP. XVI. 

Of St. Jude. 

Q. What account do you give of St. Jude ? 

A, Jude, or Judas, the apostle, who is also 
called Thaddeus and Lebbeus, was the brother 
of James the Less. After his call to attend 
upon our Lord as one of the twelve, we find 
nothing particular concerning him, except in 
one passage of St. John's Gospel ; chap, xix« 
verse 22, &c. After our Lord's ascent into 
heaven, St. Jude, it is said, preached for some 
time in Judea and Galilee ; then in Samaria, 
Idumea, Syria, and Mesopotamia. 

Q. . What is the account of his death ? 

A* He is thought, at last, to have travelled 
jfoto Persia, and, at the instigation of the Ma- 
gi there, whom he had provoked with open 
rebukes for their idolatrous worship of the 
fcuu> and other •superstitions, to have been as- 
saulted by the common people, and, after other 
cruelties, crucified. 

Q. What writings has St. Jude left ? 

A. The only work which he hath left us, is 
that short Epistle which bears his name ; 
written, it is Said, to expose the corrupt prin- 
ciples an<d practices of thot^Jjeretics, called 
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Gnostics. From the various judgments of 
God on sinning men and angels, and from the 
odious character of seducers, he urges. a con- 
stant zeal for the truth, and the continual prac- 
tice of holiness. 



CHAP. XVII, 
Of Judas Iscarioh 

Q. What account have- we of Judas, Is-^ 
Cariot? 

A* The account given of this man by the 
evangelists, is, that he was of the number of 
those who were called by Jesus to the apostle- 
ship ; and was the one who was entrusted with 
the common purse. On this account, he is 
by some thought to be called Iscariot, from a 
Syriac word of a similar sound, which signi- 
fies a purse. He is never mentioned alter- 
wards but to his disgrace. He murmured at 
IVlary for anointing the feet of Jesus witlvpre- 
cious ointment, pretending that the ointment 
had better have been sold, and the price given 
to the poor. John xii. 3, &c. 

The next account of him ifr his agreement 
with the chief priests to betray his Master 
for thirty pieces of silver; in consequence of 
which, he conducted the officers and a multi- 
tude of the Jews, armed, to the place where 
Jesus hud retired after supper to pray. 

Q. By what sign did Judas betray his Mas- 
ter ? 
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A* By akiss, the usual token of friendship 
and affection; but which, on this occasion, he 
converted into an act of the basest treachery. 

When Judas . saw how far the enemies of 
our Saviour were carrying their revenge, and 
that he did not, by any extraordinary exertion 
of his power, attempt to deliver himself out 
of their hands, hfe was seized with horror and 
despair, at the consideration, of the crime 
Which he had committed ; and, unable to bear 
the reflection, that he had been dealing for the 
blood of so excellent a Master, he brought 
back to the chief priests the thirty pieces of 
silver, telling them he had sinned in betray- 
ing the innocent blood; and having thrown 
down the money in the temple, departed, and 
went and hanged himself on a tree, as it is 
supposed ; from whence, the rope breaking, 
he fell, and burst asunder in the midst, and all 
his bowels gushed out. Compare Matthew 
xxvii. 5, with Acts i. 18. 



CHAP. XVI1L 
Of St. Taul y the Jtposthf. 

Q. What account have we of St. Paul ? 

A. Paul (formerly called Saui) was, as he 
tells us himself, a Hebrew, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, and a citizen of Tarsus, the capital 
ot Cilicia; noted, among other things, for its 
university. In this city he was trained up in 
the knowledge of philosophy, and other Jib- 
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eral sciences. He was afterwards sent to Je~ 
rusalern, and became a scholaf of Gamaliel, a 
Pharisee, and a noted doctor of the Jewish 
law. For this law, and the traditions of the 
Jews, he afterwards became very zealoas, liv- 
ing, after the straitest sect, of their religion, a 
Pharisee. 

Q. Whence came his naijie to be chaQgecl 
from Saul to Paul ? 

A. It is generally thought that the name of 
Paul was given him by Sergius Paulus, the 
Roman governor of the island of Cyprus, 
whom he converted to the faith of Christ* 

Q. Was not Paul, before his conversion, a 
violent persecutor of the Christians ? 

A. He was, as himself acknowledges, ex. 
ceeding mad, or bitter against them, and per* 
secuted them, even unto strange cities j and 
caused many of them to be put to death. 
. Q. What were the circumstances .of his* 
conversion ? , 

A. His conversion was very extraordinary;; 
a particular account of which is given in the 
9th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. 

Q. Where did he preach the Gospel ? 

A. He began to preach, immediately after 
his conversion, in th(^ synagogues of Damas- 
cus ; proving from Scripture, that Jesus was 
the Christ, the true Messiah. His travels 
were afterwards very extensive ; and be con- 
stantly declared the glad tidings of salvation 
through Christ, wherever he went regardless 
of sufferings, and unmoved by the frowns or 
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the applause of men. St. Luke, in his Acts 
of the Apostles, gives an account of many of 
the labours and travels of this extraordinary 
apostle. 

Q. What are the writings of St. Paul ? 

A. He wrote fourteen Epistles ; one to thfe 
Romans, two to the Corinthians, one to the 
Galatians, one to the Ephesians, one to the 
Philippians, one to the Colossians, two to the 
Thessalonians, two to Timothy, one to Titus, 
one to Philemon, and one to the Hebrews; 

Q, How and where did St. Paul die ? 

A.- He was beheaded, at Rome, under Ne- 
ro, about A. D. 66 or 68, a lew years before 
the destruction of Jerusalem. His body (it is 
said) was buried near Rome, where a stately 
church was built to the honour of his memory, 
by Constantine the Great, which was after- 
wards enlarged and beautified by -others -of the 
succeeding Christian emperors. 
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